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O/T Comments on... 





Status Information 


The policy of the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade, in accordance ‘with the 
terms of the law under which export 
controls are administered, is to treat 
as confidential all information contained 
in an export license application and 
supporting documents. 


The exporting community is assured 
of this confidentiality unless it is 
specifically waived by an exporter, or 
unless the failure to disclose such in- 
formation would be contrary to the 
public interest. 


In adhering to this policy OIT re- 
frains from giving out the status of a 
case to anyone but the applicant or 
his duly authorized agent. The only 
exception to this general rule is if the 
request for information is sought by 
an interested party, who is aware of all 
the significant facts relating to a partic- 
ular application which could have been 
obtained only from the applicant—such 


as the applicant’s name, OIT case 
number, commodity, Schedule B number 
and destination—and who has a legit- 
imate interest in the matter, which is 
explained and justified to OIT. 

On the other hand, OIT is frequently 
asked by a foreign consignee for in- 
formation concerning the status of a 
case filed in his behalf by a U. S. ex- 
porter. It is standard practice to advise 
the applicant that the inquiry has been 
received, and inform him of the status 
of his case for transmittal to his for- 
eign customer if he sees fit. The foreign 
correspondent, in turn, is advised that 
in line with OIT’s policy his inquiry 
has been answered direct to his U. S. 
exporter. 

OIT believes that this procedure af- 
fords maximum protection to the ex- 
porter and allows OIT to obtain all 
significant information necessary to the 
processing of export license applica- 
tions. 





New Projects Raise Hydro 
Power Output in Portugal 


Portugal's hydroelectric power produc- 
tion by public utility plants totaled 
1,133.8 million kw.-hr. in 1952, com- 
pared with 746.6 million kw.-hr. in 1951 
and 428 million in 1950. In addition, 
about 30 million kw.-hr. was produced 
in 1952 by privately owned hydroelec- 
trie plants. 


Thermal energy produced by public 
utility plants in 1952, 1951, and 1950 
amounted to 90.3 million kw.-hr., 172.8 
million kw.-hr., and 500 million kw.-hr., 
respectively. Privately owned diesel and 
steam plants produced about 50 mil- 
lion kw.-hr, of energy in 1952. 

The substantial increase in hydro- 
electric production in 1952 was ac- 
credited to the completion of some im- 
portant projects in 1951 and to the 
year’s abundant rainfall. The power 
projects now under construction are ex- 
pected to be finished in 1954. 

Installed capacity of public utility 
hydroelectric plants at the end of 1951 
was 347,719 kw:-hr., according to the 
Direction General of Electrical Services 
(Direccao Geral dos Servicos Electri- 


~ 


cos). Of the total, 313,696 kw.-hr. was 
in 12 centrals of more than 5,000 kw.- 
hr. capacity. There were only 7 centrals 
of more than 5,000 kw.-hr. with an ag- 
gregate capacity of 100,520 kw.-hr. at 
the end of 1950. No substantial addi- 
tions were made to the installed capac- 
ity in 1952. 

At the end of 1951, there were 1,371 
thermal plants with an aggregate ca- 
pacity 132,654 kw.-hr., of which 44, with 
an aggregate capacity of 119,006 kw.-hr. 
were of more than 5,000-kw.-hr. capac- 
ity. These figures were about the same 
as at the end of 1950 and it is believed 
there-was no substantial change in 1952. 
Thermal plants were used mainly for 
standby purposes in 1952. 

Consumption of electric power by 
electrochemical industries totaled 204.3 
million escudos in 1952 against 348 
million in 1951, according to the Com- 
panhia Nacional de Electricidade. Most 
of this power in 1952 was consumed by 
two fertilizer factories. The company 
has no information regarding consump- 
tion by other industries as the two 
fertilizer factories and one other elec- 
trochemical company are the only in- 
dustrial companies. to which it sells 
direct. 





Albuquerque, N. M. 
204 8. 10th St. 


Atlanta 3, Ga. 
86 Forsyth St., N.W. 


Baltimore 2, Md. 
200 E. Lexington St. 


Boston 9, Mass. 
40 Broad St. 


Buffalo 3, N. Y¥. 
117 Ellicott st. 


Butte, Mont. 
306 Federal Bidg. 


Charleston 4, 8. C. 
Area 2 
Sergeant Jasper Bidg. 


Cheyenne, Wyo. 
308 Federal Office 
Bidg. 


Chicago 1, Ml. 
221 N. La Salle 8t. 


Cincinnati 2, Ohio 
105 W. Fourth St. 


Cleveland 14, Ohio 
925 Euclid Ave. 


Dallas 2, Tex. 
1114 Commerce 8t. 


Denver 2, Colo. 
142 New Custom 
House 


Detroit 26, Mich. 
1214 Griswold St. 


E] Paso, Tex. 
310 San Francisco St. 


Hartford 1, Conn. 
135 High 8t. 


Houston 2, Tex. 
Fed. Land Bank Bidg. 


Jacksonville 1, Fla. 
311 W. Monroe 8t. 


Kansas City 6, Mo. 
903 McGee St. 


Los Angeles 15, Calif. 
11 


Louisville 2, Ky. 





2 W. 9th St. 


631 Federal Bidg. 


U. S. DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE FIELD SERVICE 


Memphis 3, Tenn. 
229 Federa! Bidg. 


Miami 32, Fla. 
36 N.E. First 8t. 


Milwaukee 2, Wis. 
207 E. Michigan 8t. 


Minneapolis 2, Minn. 
607 Marquette Ave. 


Mobile 10, Ala. 
109-13 St. Joseph St. 


New Orleans 12, La. 
333 St. Charles Ave. 


New York 13, N. Y. 
346 Broadway 


Oklahoma City 2, 
Okla. 
114 N. Broadway 


Omaha 2, Nebr. 
105 Fed. Office Bidg. 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
1015 Chestnut 8t. 


Phoenix, Ariz. 
311 N. Central Ave. 


Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 
717 Liberty Ave. 


Portiand 4, Oreg. 
520 s.W. Morrison St, 


Providence 3, R. L 
304 Post Office Annex 


Reno, Nev. 
1479 Wells Ave. 


Richmond, Va. 
400 E. Main St. 


St. Louis 1, Mo. 
1114 Market 8t. 


Sait Lake City 1, 
Utah 
109 West 2nd St. 8. 


San Francisco 2, 
Calif. 
870 Market St. 


Savannah, Ga. 
125-29 Bull St. 


Seattle 4, Wash. 
123 U. 8. Court 
House 


For local telephone number, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book. 








THE BLACK FLY THREAT in the 
San Luis Potosi area is considered 
slight, the National Committee for com- 
batting and controlling the black fly 
in Mexico has announced. State authori- 
ties in Guanajuato conducted a success- 
ful campaign against the pest and that 
State has been removed from the 
danger list. 





Samuel W. Anderson, Assistont Secretory 
for Internotional Affairs 





U. S. Department of Commerce 
Sinclair Weeks, Secretary 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





‘policy became more apparent. 








Earlier Tendency Reversed 





Brazils Imports Show Upward Trend 


Preliminary data for Brazil’s trade in December 1952 indicate that 
the downtrend in imports in the preceding 11 months was halted and 
that the value of imports was more than 11 million cruzeiros above that 


of exports. 


The steady decline in the value of imports from June through No- 


vember was reflected in an excess ‘of 
exports over imports valued at nearly 
300 million cruzeiros ($16.2 million) for 
the 11-month period. 

Exports of all commodities other 
than coffee during the first 11 months of 
1952 declined 20 percent in value from 
the level of the like period of 1951, 
while the value of coffee shipments re- 
mained stable. Coffee represented 75 
percent of the total value of exports 
during the 11-month period of 1952 as 
compared with 59 percent for the like 
period of 1951. 

Last-minute Christmas buying in cen- 
tral Brazil, especially in Rio de Janeiro, 
improved December sales, but post-sea- 
son sales have slumped below seasonal 
norms. Despite the high level of prices, 
both wholesale and retail sales were 
reported as satisfactory in most sec- 
tions of the country. The index of the 
value of business transactions showed 
a slight increase during the fourth quar- 
ter of 1952, after adjusting for price 
changes, but indicated a decline of 
about 4 percent for the year as a whole. 

The index of the cost of living for 
both Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo in- 
dicated that the upward trend of prices 
was accelerated during the latter part 
of 1952. The most important factor in 
this increase was that of foodstuffs and 


particularly the items of greatest con- 
sumption. 


Exchange Position More Favorable 


Brazil’s foreign exchange. position 
continued to deteriorate throughout 
1952, although the trend was less un- 
favorable during the closing months as 
the effects of the restrictive import 
The bal- 
ance sheet of the Bank of Brazil at 
the end of 1952 revealed a negative for- 
eign exchange balance of 859 million 
cruzeires ($46 million) as compared 


* with positive balances of 63 million and 


4678 million cruzeiros at the end of 
1951 and 1950, respectively. 


During December 1952 the net posi- 
tion improved by 518 million cruzeiros, 
indicating that the trend may have 
been reversed. Compulsory deposits by 
importers in the Bank of Brazil totaled 
7,672 million cruzeiros ($414 million) 
on December 31, 1952, as compared with 
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2,026 million cruzeiros ($109 million) at 
the end of 1951, Since such deposits 
are not required for open account op- 
erations, such as are used for petroleum 
imports and some other products, the 
total backlog was even larger than the 
figure indicated. 


Debts to U. S. exporters accounted 
for approximately 70 percent of the 
backlog, with pound sterling debts ac- 
counting for most of the balance. Ap- 
proximately 20 percent of the total 
backlog was regarded as the normal 
commercial debt not considered overdue. 


Federal Budget Shows Surplus 


The Federal Government, for the sec- 
ond successive year, achieved a budget- 
ary cash surplus in 1952, estimated at 
2 billion cruzeiros as compared with 2.8 
billion cruzeiros in 1951. Actual re- 
ceipts and expenditures totaled 30.5 
and 28.5 billion cruzeiros, respectively. 
In contrast, the budgetary deficits of 
the states and municipalities were ex- 
pected to be considerably larger than 
the preceding year’s total of 1.5 billion 
cruzeiros. 

In the Federal budget for 1953 reve- 
nues have been estimated at 34.3 bil- 
lion and expenditures at 34 billion cru- 
zeiros. The Ministry of Finance, how- 
ever, has stated that revenue estimates 
are too high and those for expenditures 
too low, with the result that there is 
a danger of ending the year with a 
deficit that may reach 5 billion cruzei- 
ros. Budgeted expenditures of states 
and municipalities are expected to bring 
the total budgeted Government ex- 
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penditures to 74 billion cruzeiros ($4 
billion). 

New capital issues and increases of 
capital were unusually large during 
1952 and amounted to 16.2 billion cru- 
zeiros in the Federal District and the 
State of Sao Paulo, which together ac- 
count for approximately 70 percent of 
the total for the country. A large part 
of the increase was accounted for by 
the incorporation of reserves, a move 
motivated by a change in the corpora- 
tion tax law. 

Projects recommended by the Joint 
Brazil-United States Economic Develop- 
ment Commission and for which loans 
had been granted by the International 
Bank or Export-Import Bank, 8 in num- 
ber, called for a total of $119 million 
plus 3.5 billion cruzeiros. As of Decem- 
ber 31, the Joint Commission had sub- 
mitted 13 additional projects to the two 
banks for consideration. These proj- 
ects, involving nearly $110 million in 
loans and approximately 3.2 billion cru- 
zeiros in domestic financing, include 5 
power projects, 3 railroad projects, 2 
port projects, and 1 project each for 
dredging, grain silos, and highways. 

Agricultural Crops Increase 

Statistics covering the 29 principal 
agricultural crops indicated that pro- 
duction increased in 1952 by 6 percent 
in volume and 14 percent in value. Cof- 
fee exports during the fourth quarter 
of 1952 were below the seasonal aver- 
age, and exports for the year totaled 
15.8 million bags as compared with 16.3 
million bags in 1951. The average price 
per bag was 1,214 cruzeiros in 1952 and 
1,194 cruzeiros in 1951. 

Export availabilities are expected to 
be tight during the latter part of the 
crop year ending June 30, 1953. Pros- 
pects of a larger forthcoming crop at 
lower prices, however, may induce deal- 
ers to dispose of all available stocks 
before the new crop comes on the mar- 
ket. Coffee prices have recently shown 
a rising tendency. 

Cotton stocks purchased by the Bank 
of Brazil under the Government’s price 
support program have developed into 
a major problem, and efforts to dispose 
of them to foreign buyers have met 
with only limited success. 

Mounting storage and insurance costs 
meanwhile will provide a strong incen- 
tive to dispose of stocks as rapidly as 
possible, even at a substantial loss. The 
outlook for the new crop is for a de- 
cline of about 25 percent in quantity, 
principally because of a reduction in 
acreage. Trade circles believe that 
this crop will also be purchased by the 
Bank of Brazil under the Government’s 
price support program. 
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Japanese Production and Trade 
Show Seasonal Upward Movement 


Termination of the strikes in Japan’s coal and electric power in- 
dustries in mid-December permitted seasonal forces to exert their full 
effect on the economy during the latter half of the month. 

Japan’s economy in December is ordinarily characterized by the 
powerful stimuli of seasonal factors, as the highest levels of the year are 


reached in Treasury disbursements for 
crop purchases, note issue because of 
debt settlement, wage payments due 
to year-end bonuses, bank loans, and 
purchases by American personnel. 


Overcoming the handicap of strikes, 
the strength of these influences was 
manifested in increases in industrial 
production, merchandise exports and 
imports, railway freight tonnage, and 
department store sales (which set a 
postwar record, 29 percent more than 
December 1951). 


Indications are that these upward 
movements were strictly seasonal, how- 
ever, and therefore not subject to in- 
terpretation as evidence of prospective 
heightened activity for the economy. 
This is suggested by the observation 
that the general average of prices did 
not rise, either retail or wholesale, 
despite underlying factors which prob- 
ably would generate price increases in 
a genuine climate of business upswing. 


Output of Manufactures at High 

Although partially retarded by the 
strikes. in coal and electricity, Decem- 
ber production in manufacturing indus- 
tries slightly exceeded the postwar high 
of October. This was possible because 
the reduction of 6 percent in genera- 
tion of hydroelectric power, owing to 
low waterflow and the industry’s strike, 
was more than offset by an expansion 
of 37 percent in thermal generation, 
which restored total output to that 
of October. 


Nevertheless, localized shortages of 
electricity necessitated reductions in 
the production of such items as cement, 
chemical fertilizers, general machinery, 
electrolytic-processed pig iron, and 
open-hearth steel ingots. A 6 percent 
increase in the production of blast- 
furnace pig iron resulted from the 
operation of additional blast furnaces 
by two of the leading producers. A 
moderate rise in textiles reflected re- 
covery from the substantial decline in 
price in November. 

Reacting from a settlement of the 
strike in the automotive industry, the 
output of passenger automobiles in- 
creased more than fourfold. Although 
coal mined in December was oniy 69 
percent of the month’s target, it was 
more than double that ef the preceding 
month. As some industries changed from 
coal to oil, the output of refined petro- 
leum recorded a new high and was 
especially marked in heavy oils. 

Seasonal factors accounted for a gain 
of 26.5 percent in merchandise exports. 


4 





That the magnitude of the usual sea- 
sonal rise in December was partially 
nullified by the momentum of the down- 
ward trend of exports is indicated by 
comparisons with seasonal movements 
of 50 percent in 1951 and 39 percent 
in 1950. Furthermore, almost a sixth 
of the increase in December was due 
to the completion and delivery of ships 
for export (1400 percent more than in 
November). 


Other pronounced gains appeared in 
textile machinery, textile fabrics, silk 
yarn, clothing, chemicals, paper, toys, 
and fish and whale oil. The largest de- 
creases occurred in rayon and staple 
yarns, glass and glassware, and 
bicycles, 

Merchandise imports also rose sea- 
sonally (22.3 percent), all but 5 of the 
24 major commodities ~ participating. 
Most of the increment was pré@vided by 
raw cotton, raw wool, barley, rice, 
sugar, and chemicals. The outstanding 
decline was in wheat. 


Total foreign exchange payments for 
imports increasing almost $30 million 
and total receipts from exports remain- 
ing essentially unchanged resulted in 
the largest total deficit ($42.8 million) 
since deficits began in July. The prin- 
cipal contributing factors were a con- 
tinuation of large imbalances in visible 
items with the dollar and sterling areas; 
and an increase of $41.4 million in pay- 
ments for invisible items, attributable 
mostly to purchases of Treasury bills 
and payments on foreign bonds, both 
dollar and sterling. 


Terms of Trade Rise 


A rise of 0.9 percent in the terms of 
trade was a moderate reversal of the 
recent trend and resulted from a decele- 
ration of the decline in prices of ex- 
ports while those of imports dropped 
1.2 percent. 

The monthly “all commodities” whole- 
sale price index remained unchanged 
in December. Apart from a decline of 
1.1 percent in textiles and a rise of 
1.9 percent in fuels, movements of 
other major groups were negligible. An 
appreciable recovery in textiles during 
the last 3 weeks of the month because 
of tightened production controls, espe- 
cially in cotton and rayon yarns, was 
not sufficient to overcome the slump 
of late November and early December. 

Despite reduced production attributed 
to the coal strike, prices of iron and 
steel did not recover, apparently be- 
cause of the discouraging outlook for 


‘Sao Paulo Still Rations 


Electricity to Users 


Sao Paulo, Brazil, having outgrown 
its electric supply, resorted to drastic 
rationing during the last half of 1952, 
At the end of the year, expecting that 
the rains would build up the reserve, 
the Sao Paulo Departamento de Aguas 
e Energia Electrica abolished rationing 
to domestic consumers but retained 
rationing for industrial users. 


On January 15, 1953, one of the large 
generators (65,000-kw. capacity) at 


Cubatao burned out, and although the 


company is working on a 24-hour day 
schedule to make repairs the generator 
will not be operating until the end of 
March. The breakdown so overloaded 
other parts of the system that the Sao 
Paulo Light & Power Co. Ltd. started 
cutting off different sections of the city 
for periods of 2 to 3 hours during per- 
iods of peak load. On February 1, the 
company requested all domestic users to 
cut down to the absolute minimum their 
consumption of electricity and also res 
quested them to use only one electrical 
appliance at a time. 

On January 31, 1953, the Departa- 
mento de Aguas e Energia Electrica 
established strict rationing rules 
throughout the territory served by the 
Companhia Paulista de Forca e Luz, 
the major portion of the State of Sao 
Paulo outside the city of Sao Paulo and 
its industrial suburbs. The power is 
turned off for an average of 1% hours 
daily. 





exports. The moderate downward trend 
in nonstaple foods and clothing ace 
counted for the slight decline in the 
index of consumer prices. By decreas- 
ing slightly, the agricultural parity in- 
dex continued its leveling tendency of 
the latter half of the year. 


The securities market in general con- 
tinued to be bullish, except for a brief 
reversal during the month associated 
with rumors that the expected volume 
of special procurement contracts would 
not be awarded during the current U. S, 
fiscal year. Fhe Dow average showed & 
net increase of 4 percent, banking and 
insurance companies and industries re- 
lated to rearmament leading the ad 
vance. The doubling of the Dow average 
from January to December demon. 
strated the force of the stock market 
boom in 1952. 


The excess of Treasury disbursements 
over receipts achieved its annual peak 
at 92.6 billion yen (approximately 
$257.2 million), the increases in com 
mercial bank loans and deposits also 
were seasonal, as businessmen engaged 
in the customary year-end settlements 
of obligations. The combination, in con- 
junction with the ,continued decline in 
borrowings from the Bank of Japan, in- 
dicated that the banking system was 
not hard pressed to accommodate the 
season’s financial requirements.—Emb,, 
Tokyo, 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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South Africa Plans To 


Expand Electric Power 


The Electricity Supply Commission 
{ESCOM) of South Africa announces 
that a total expenditure of £103,000,000 
over the next 6 years is expected to 
increase the total installed capacity of 
its electric power system from the 
present installed capacity of 1,700,580 
kw., to 2,637,580 kw. 


Nearly £60,000,000 of the total ex- 
penditure is for 8 new power stations. 
The balance will be absorbed by the 
building of a substation and the in- 
stallation of transformers, switch gear, 
and power lines throughout the Union. 

The 1953 forecast of winter loading 
over the peak period has been estimated 
to total 1,278,000 kw. 

ESCOM, one of the Union’s three 
largest public utilities (the other two 
being the South African Railways and 
the Iron and Steel Corp. of Africa) with 
an installed capacity of 1,700,580 kw., 
appears to have a reserve capacity for 
all power needs. However, power short- 
ages frequently arise because there is no 
interconnection between the major 
areas of distribution. ESCOM produces 
70 percent of the total power consumed 
in the Union. 

The Commission is divided adminis- 
tratively into 9 “undertakings,” 8 of 
which are associated with licensed areas 
of supply. These are the Rand (28,000 


Square miles), Cape Western (5,600 
square miles), Natal Central (11,300 
Square miles), Cape Northern (14,800 


Square miles), Witbank (4,600 square 
miles), Sabie (200 square miles), Border 
(21,500 square miles), and Durban 
(1,900 square miles). 


The principal building programs con- 
sist of Taaibos, Vierfontein, and Wilge 

wer stations in the Rand area, the 

ex River and Salt River No. 2 power 
stations in the Cape Western area, the 
Umgeni power station in the Durban 
area, and West Bank No. 2 station in 
the Border area. 


ESCOM’s policy has been to locate 
plants for supplying the gold mines as 
hear as possible to the pitheads of col- 
lieries. The fuel usually travels on con- 
veyors direct from the coal mine to the 
bunkers in the boiler house. As few 
Collieries are located near water sup- 
Plies adequate for power plant needs, 
it is usually necessary to pump the 
Water to the site of the power plant. 

The’ only hydroelectric plant in the 
ESCOM system is the Sabie undertak- 
ing in the Transvaal Province. This 
plant, the smallest in the system, sup- 
Plies power to a single gold mine. 





THE ITALIAN SULFUR program 
Calls for an output of 260,000 metric 
tons in 1953, a foreign chemical journal 
States. Consumption of sulfuric acid is 
estimated at 1,530,000 tons, 


March 16, 1953 


Austria Stabilizes 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Prices;Deficit 


In Balance of Payments Declines 


- Austria’s economic development in 1952 was marked by the stabi- 
lization of prices and an improvement in the balance of payments. Pro- 
duction did not increase significantly over 1951, and unemployment 


rose 


economy throughout the postwar period, 
was a major preoccupation of the Gov- 
ernment. By reducing certain expendi- 
tures, primarily those of an investment 


nature, and raising taxes and duties, it 
was possible to reduce the deficit in 
the Federal budget to one-half billion 
schillings. 

In the fall of 1951 an agreement was 
reached with the banks under which 
they undertook to limit their credit 
expansion. The rediscount rate of the 
Central Bank was raised from 3.5 per- 
cent to 5 percent in December 1951. 
These measures were not entirely suc- 
cessful in controlling bank credit ex- 
pansion. Additional steps were taken 
in the summer of 1952 to tighten the 
credit controls, and the rediscount rate 
was raised to 6 percent. These meas- 
ures finally had the desired effect. 


The volume of commercial credits, 
which had increased by 33 percent in 
the year 1951, rose by 12 percent in 
the first half of 1952 and actually de- 
clined in the second half. For 1952 as 
a whole, the volume of bank credit rose 
by only 6 percent. 


Higher Price Trend Reversed 


The counterinflationary program was 
aided greatly by a decline in the world 
market prices of many raw materials. 
Furthermore, a decline in the export 
demand for consumer goods forced 
many Austrian producers to sell a 
larger proportion of their output in 
the domestic market. This increased 
supply put a damper on rising prices. 

As a result of all these factors, the 
year 1952 saw a reversal of the trend 
toward higher prices. Despite higher 
taxes and customs duties, the index of 
wholesale prices declined by over 6 
percent from December 1951 to Decem- 
ber 1952. For the same period, the cost- 
of-living index declined by 1 percent, 
building costs fell almost 2 percent, 
prices of securities fell by 16 percent, 
and the black-market rate for foreign 
exchange fell 15 percent. Wages in 
general were unchanged. In the year 
1951, wages and prices each had risen 
by 30 to 40 percent. 

Efforts to halt inflation had their 
effect on sales and production. Although 
1951 industrial output had increased 
14 percent over the preceding year, 
industrial output in 1952 failed to show 
more than a 1 percent increase. A de- 
cline in building activity and a slump 
in sales of the consumer goods indus- 
tries held output down; output of heavy 


The problem of combating inflation, which had plagued the Austrian 





industry was about 8 percent above 
1951. 

Unemployment rose significantly, de- 
spite the fact. that the total industrial 
output and national product were no 
lower than in 1951. This probably is 
attributable to an increase in produc- 
tivity as businessmen strove to meet 
greater sales difficulty by cutting. costs 
through rationalizing their plants and 
increasing efficiency of operations. For 
the year 1952 as a whole, the number 
of unemployed averaged 158,000, or 8 
percent of the wage-earning labor force, 
compared with 6 percent in 1951. The 


number of employed averaged 45,000 
less than in 1951. 


November Exports Reach Record 

Foreign trade in 1952 showed a sub- 
stantial improvement over 1951, al- 
though statistics for the first half of 
the year were discouraging. Exports 
rose by about $50,000,000 and imports 
fell by about $10,000,000, with the re- 
sult that the merchandise deficit was 
$60,000,000 less than in 1951. This im- 
provement was due mainly to favorable 
movement in the terms of trade; the 
average prices of imports were only 5 
percent higher than in -the preceding 
year, while the prices of Austria’s ex- 
ports averaged 15 percent higher. In- 
creased earnings from tourism and 
‘other “invisible” earnings brought the 
balance-of-payments deficit down to 
$100,000,000 for 1952, compared with 
$176,000,000 in 1951. 

Exports increased remarkably in the 
last quarter of the year. The volume 
index showed an increase from 97 in 
August (1937—100) to 116 in September 
and 138 in November, a postwar record. 

- This expansion of 40 percent in 3 
months is attributable to a revival in 
the world demand for consumer goods. 
The paper, wood, and textile indus- 
tries were among the groups benefiting 
most from the increase. 





Purchase of New Turbine 
For Paraguay Authorized 


The Administracion Nacional de 
Electricidad (ANDE) of Paraguay has 
been authorized to purchase a new tur- 
bine of 10,000 kilowatts, costing 1,255,- 
000 Swiss francs, from Brown Boveri 
of Baden, Switzerland. The turbine, to 
be delivered within 2 years, will be 
installed in the power plant at Puerto 
Sajonia. 








~ ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Canadian Budget Based on Prospect 
For Continuation of Prosperity 


The 1953-54 budget sibmitted to the Canadian Parliament by the 
Finance Minister on February 19 uses revenue estimates based on the 
continuation of the current level of prosperity for the remainder of the 


calendar, year. 


Canada’s gross national product in 1953 is estimated at approxi- 


mately C$24,000 million as compared 
with C$22,984 million in 1952, in con- 
sequence ef heavy defense expenditures, 
large capital investment in Canadian 
industry and resources, sustained in- 
crease in consumer expenditure, and the 
probability that exports, including those 
to the United States, will remain high. 
The anticipated increase in real vol- 
ume is about 4 percent, compared with 
6 percent in 1952 and a somewhat great- 
er average increase for the 3 years 1950- 
52. It is expected to be realized mainly 
from industrial, rather than agricul- 
tural sources. Agriculture is considered 


unlikely to experience a repetition of 
the phenomenally large grain crops in 
1952. Its price position also is now less 
advantageous. 

In view of the expanded tax base in- 
herent in the advance in overall econom- 
ic activity, the Minister was able to 
make a highly favorable report uf the 
country’s financial condition and to pre- 
pare some tax reduction in both the 
direct and indirect categories. 


Assuming that Parliament agrees, the 
revenue forecast for 1953-54 is C$4,473 
million to meet expenditure forecast at 
C$4,450 million. These figures compare 
with budgeted revenue of C$4,375 mil- 
lion and expenditure of C$4,327 million 
in the year which will close March 31. 
On a cash basis, including disbursements 
for repayable investments, loans and ad- 
vances to the Old Age Security Fund, 
‘ the Exchange Fund, and othérs, the 
Government disbursed C$625 million 
more than the budgeted expenditure in 
1952-53. Most of this was covered by 
nonbudgetary revenue, but a portion 
was financed by a net increase of C$142 
million in the funded debt. 

Of the total expenditure, slightly 
more than C$2,000 million will go for 
defense in 1953-54, C$1,000 million for 
social welfare of all kinds, and C$450 
million for debt service. Mutual Defense 
Act and NATO are programed at C$344 
million. 

Corporation Tax Rates Reduced 


Although the tax changes are dis- 
tributed rather generally throughout the 
direct and indirect categories, the 
budget is being called by some com- 
mentators a “business” budget because 
of the number of changes which are of 
special interest to the commercial 
community. These include the abolition 
of the stock transfer tax and the stamp 
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tax on checks, notes, bills of exchange, 
and other money instruments. 

Income tax rates were reduced for 
both corporations and individuals. For 
corporations, the Minister proposes that 
for income earned after January 1, 1953, 
the rate be 18 percent on the first C$20,- 
000 and 47 percent on the remainder of 
taxable income. In the existing law, the 
rate is 20 percent on the first C$10,000 
and 50 percent on taxable income in 
excess of that figure. In addition to 
these rates, there is a 2 percent old age 
security levy but there is no excess 
profits tax and no provincial tax except 
in Quebec Province, which has not en- 
tered into a tax rental agreement with 
the Central Government. Those cor- 
porations which are paying the 7 per- 
cent income tax in Quebec Province will 
be given a credit for the full amount. 
Heretofore they have been ,credited 
with only 5 percent by the Federal 
Government. 

The Minister referred to the rate 
changes in the corporation tax as likely 
to be generally helpful to business be- 
cause small corporations are by far the 
most numerous. He estimated that the 
result of raising the lower rate figure 
from C$10,000 to C$20,000 would be that 
fewer than 30 percent of corporate tax- 
payers would in the future pay the 
higher rate. 


Other Concessions Proposed 


It is proposed to carry forward 
through 1956 the special exemptions and 
allowances that have heretofore been 
granted to petroleum, natural gas, and 
metal mining companies. Metal mining 
companies which drill for oil and gas 
are given the benefit of the writeoff in 
expenses given oil and gas companies 
per se. 

Canada has no capital gains tax. 
However, “income” is taxable and some 
persons have incurred tax liability 
through the sale to companies of their 
outstanding shares at a premium. The 
Minister proposes to remove the liiabil- 
ity by repealing, effective January 1, 
1949, the provision which makes the 
shareholder liable when a company ac- 
quires its shares at a premium_other 
than upon redemption after notice. He 
also proposes to repeal the tax liability 
for premiums received upon the redemp- 
tion of preferred shares but it will be 
transferred to the company, which may 
pay a tax of 20 percent or charge the 
premium against its tax-paid undistrib- 
uted income on hand. The Minister also 
gave notice of his intention to respond 


IBRD Missions Visit 


West Germany, Burma 


A mission from the International 
Bank for Reconstruction and Develop- 
ment will arrive in Bonn, Germany, on 
March 19. The mission is visiting the 
Federal Republic of Germany, in re- 
sponse to an invitation from the Gov- 
ernment, to study the general economic 
Situation and Germany’s investment 
plans. 

The mission, the Bank’s first one to 
Germany, will start its discussions with 
Government officials in Bonn. Later it 
will visit other important centers. The 
mission will be in Germany about 
5 weeks. 


The Bank has also sent a mission to 
Rangoon, Burma, in response to a re- 
quest from the Government. The mis- 
sion arrived on March 7 and will re- 
main about 4 weeks. 


This is the Bank’s first mission to 
Burma. It will make an appraisal of the 
general economic situation and the 
prospects for development over the next 
few years. Mission members will have 
discussions with Government officials 
and leaders in industry, banking, com- 
merce, and agriculture. They will not 
consider requests for loans. 





to complaints made on the taxation of 
interest on bonds sold between the dates 
on which interest is payable. 

To promote investment by Canadians 
in Canada, the credit of 10 percent now 
allowed against personal income tax on 
income from the dividends of resident 
Canadian tax-paying corporations is to 
be raised to 20 percent. (Unearned in- 
come, however, continues subject to 
surtax above C$2,400.) 


Personal Tax at 1950 Rates 


For individuals, the Minister proposed 
that income tax rates be set back to the 
1950 rates, effective July 1. In effect, 
this would drop the defense surcharge 
which was originated in April 1951 and 
subsequently incorporated in part into 
the graduated rates. The Minister said 
the result will be that the average tax- 
payer will have his personal income tax 
reduced by a little more than 11 percent 
in the next full year. 

For the current year, the reduction 
will be half that because it will apply 
only for 6 months. A single taxpayer 
with an income of C$5,000 and the 
standard exemption will pay C$750 in 
1953 and C$700 in 1954 as compared 
with C$800 in 1952 under the existing 
schedule. As in the case of corporations, 
however, there is in addition a 2 percent 
levy on income to sustain the new gen- 
eralized old age security system which 
is not in these figures. 

In addition to the rate reductions, 
some liberalization was proposed in al- 
lowable reductions for medical expenses, 
for the earnings of dependents not sub- 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Brazil's Uncollected 
Drafts Fall Slightly 


Brazil's outstanding draft indebted- 
ness fell slightly in January, decreasing 
by $0.3 million to $202.6 million, the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York 
has reported. 

For the sixth successive month the 
variation in uncollected Brazilian drafts 
remained extremely small, reflecting 
the cautious attitude of both U. S. ex- 
porters and Brazilian exchange author- 
ities toward further extension of draft 
credit, as well as the lack of progress 
during these months in the reduction 
of the backlog. 


A future reduction is indicated, how- 
ever, by the announcement on February 
21 of a $300-million-credit extension to 
Brazil by the Export-Import Bank for 
this purpose. (See “United States Ex- 
tends Credit Line to Brazil” in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly of March 9.) 

During January, new drafts drawn on 
Brazil were about in balance with those 
paid and, as has been the case since 
June 1952, most of the Brazilian items 
paid (83.5 per cent of the total) were 
in the over 90-day slow category. 

In Latin American countries other 
than Brazil, outstanding collections de- 
tlined slightly to $70.8 million, the 
lowest level in nearly a year, A marked 
reduction in new drawings, particularly 
on Chile, Peru, and Venezuela, more 
than offset a decline in the amount of 
drafts paid. In Chile, the delay in the 


‘approval of the 1953 foreign exchange 


budget may have accounted for the fall 
in draft payments and new drafts 
drawn. 

The value of confirmed letters of 
credit outstanding in favor of U. S. 
exporters continued to decline in Jan- 
uary. For Latin America as a whole, 
the decrease came to $7.9 million, bring- 
ing the total outstanding down to $149.1 
million, the lowest since July 1950. 
Colombia, Bolivia, and Brazil showed 
the largest individual declines. 


ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


U. K. Steel Output Recovers From Low 
Level; Raw Material Shortage Overcome 


Steel production in Britain recovered 
in 1952 from the 1951 low level of 15,- 
640,000 tons and amounted to 16,418,000 
tons. 

The shortage of steelmaking materials 
which slowed down production in 1951 
and interrupted the steady and sub- 
stantial rise in output since the end of 
the war was overcome in 1952. Raw 
material supplies in the latter year were 
large enough not only to permit in- 
creased steel production but also to 
replace stocks reduced in 1951. 


Pig Iron Production Up 

Britain produced some 10,520,000 tons 
of pig iron in 1952 against 9,669,000 tons 
in 1951. Pig iron used in steelmaking 
rose from 7,794,000 tons in 1951 to 
8,650,000 tons and some 330,000 tons 
were put into stocks. 

This improvement in pig iron output 
reflected the expansion in production 
capacity which occurred during the 
year. Six new blast furnaces were 
brought into operation in 1952. About 
3,000,000 tons of additional iron ore 
were required to achieve this level of 
output, one-third coming from imports 


* and the remainder from domestic ores. 


Although more scrap was available 
for steelmaking in 1952, less was act- 
ually used than in 1951. There were in- 
creases in scrap supplies because of the 
upturn in imports, in producers’ own 
supplies, and in the amount provided to 
the home scrap drive. Although scrap 
supplies increased to 505,000 tons in 
1952 as compared with 1951, about 275,- 
000 tons were used to replenish in part 
stocks drawn down by 323,000 tons in 
1951. 


Even with an increase in producers’ 
steel stocks, an increase of 200,000 tons 
in 1952 against a decline of 680,000 tons 





Tunisia Keeps Pace With Power Demand 


Tunisia’s electric power requirements 
will necessitate an increase in generator 
output from the present 170,000,000 
kw.-hr. to an estimated 250,000,000 kw.- 
hr. by 1960. The production problem is 
being approached from three directions: 
Extension of thermal plants, intercon- 
hection with the Algerian network, and 
establishment of hydroelectric plants. 

Tunisia meets its electric power re- 
quirements exclusively from thermal 
Plants which depend entirely upon im- 
ported fuels for their operation. 
Through enlargement and modernization 

the country’s seven existing plants 
electric power production is able to 
Meet the continually growing consumer 
demand. 

Monthly average generator production 
of 11,769,000 kw.-hr, in 1950 increased 
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to 13,559,000 kw.-hr. in 1951 and 14,- 
486,000 in 1952. Paralleling the growth 
in power production, the length of the 
distribution network, both high and low 
tension, has steadily increased. The 
total network is now approximately 
3,800 kilometers in length. 

Plans to extend secondary thermal 
plant facilities in the immediate future 
include the construction of generators 
at Zarzis, Medinine, and Ben Gardane in 
the extreme south, enlargement of the 
plants at Sousse and Sfax, and rees- 
tablishment of a plant at Bizerte. 

A 90-kv. line emanating from Claire- 
fontaine in the Department of Constan- 


tine in Algeria and terminating in Tad... 


jerouine, near tHe Algerian-Tunisian 
border in the vicinity of Kasserine, is 
under construction. The power to be 


in 1951, deliveries to the home market 
in 1952 totaled about 15,870,000 tons as 
compared with 14,750,000 tons in 1951, 
about 500,000 tons going into consumers’ 
and merchants’ stocks. Improved home 
supplies were the result of increased 
domestic steel output supplemented by 
a large upturn in imports while exports 
were held just below the 1951 rate. Im- 
ports of iron and steel and their manu- 
factures rose from 882,855 tons in 1951 
to 2,460,490 tons in 1952, principal in- 
creases coming from the United States 
and Western Europe. 


It appears that the demand for steel 
and steel supplies will be balanced in 
1953. In view of the strong likelihood 
that the production aim of 17,500,000 
tons of steel this year will be reached, 
the British Iron and Steel Federation 
forecasts that there should be some 
2,000,000 more tons of steel available. 
This would allow some reduction in im- 
ports and a rather moderate increase 
in exports. The Federation sees no 
reason why desirable programs for ex-_ 
ports or capital investment this year 
should be limited by a shortage of steel. 


Contract Awarded for 
Steel Plant in Spain 


The Empresa Nacional Siderugica, a 
Spanish enterprise of the State-owned 
National Institute of Industry, has 
awarded a contract amounting to £10,- 
000,000 to a British group for the supply 
and installation of the bulk of the equip- 
ment for the projected iron and steel 
plant in Aviles, Province of Oviedo, the 
press reports. 

About £6,000,000 is to be spent in the 
United Kingdom and the remaining 
£4,000,000 in Spain for installation 
charges, and for locally built equip- 
ment made under British licenses and 
patents. ‘ 

It is maintained that an output of 
350,000 metric tons of steel annually 
is to be reached by 1957 and that the 
groundwork is to be laid for a planned 
expansion to 1,500,000 tons over a pe- 
riod of several succeeding years.—Emb. 
Madrid. 








supplied by this line will be used prin- 
cipally by the phosphate mines at 
Kalaa-Djerda and the iron ore mines at 
Djerissa which now generate their own 
power. This line is operating provi- 
sionally on a 30-kv. basis. Eventually 
it is planned to connect the La Goulette 
thermal plant network in northern 
Tunisia with the Algerian network via 
a 150-kv. line emanating from Duzer- 
ville in Algeria. 

(The establishment of hydroelectric 
projects was discussed in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Mar. 2, 1953, p. 4.) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Canadians Spent More 
Of Income in 1952 


The personal income of -Canadians 
rose 8 percent in 1952, to C$17,146 
million and their personal expenditure 
on consumer goods and services ad- 
vanced in about the same proportion, 
to C$14,290 million. 

The income gain, although much 
smaller than in 1951, represented more 
of a real increase than in that year 
because of the relative stability of prices 
in 1952. More of the 1952 income was 
spent than in 1951 in a resurgence of 
consumer demand which was felt in 
almost all trade lines. Personal saving, 
which was relatively high in 1951, did 
not change much. 


These and other figures relating to 
the performance of the economy in 1952 
are shown in the advance preliminary 
estimate of the national accounts pub- 
lished in February by the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics, Ottawa. 


Basis of Prosperity Changed 

The accounts show that the extraor- 
dinarily high rate of overall economic 
advance in 1951 was maintained in 1952 
although with some change of emphasis 
in the underlying factors. The gross na- 
tional product, representing the value 
of the year’s output, and the national 
income, representing earnings from the 
year’s production, are estimated at 
C$22,984 million and C$18,307 million, 
respectively. Each amount represents 
volume, or “real,” gains of about 6 per- 
cent, or twice the average increase of 
pre-Korea postwar years. 


Industry, however, originated more 
of the income rise in 1952, with wages, 
salaries, and supplemental labor pay- 
ments 12 percent higher. Income for 
farm operations declined. Crops were of 
record size and quality, but there was a 
20 to 25 percent drop in livestock prices 
and a 10 percent rise in farm operating 
costs which reduced the net realization 
of farm operators. Corporation profits 
before taxes remained at about the 1951 
level. 


Government Buying a Factor 


Government as well as consumer 
spending was a factor in the year’s per- 
formance., The share of all output taken 
by Government rose 32 percent to C$4,- 
211 million, and defense expenditure, at 
C$1,832 million, accounted for two- 
thirds of the increase. Nondefense Gov- 
ernment expenditure also rose, mainly 
by way of the increased inventory of 
Government commodity agencies. 

Despite record grain exports, grain 
(including wheat) holdings, increased 
from the large crop. In contrast to Gov- 
ernment inventories, business invento- 
ries, which were high at the end of 
1951, were reduced during the year, 
and because of this circumstance the 
inventory carry-over in general showed 
only a small increase. 

Investment in fixed capital assets in- 





West Berlin Promotes 


Increase in Exports 


Although West Berlin had a much 
better year in 1952 than in 1951, it is 
still dependent on outside aid as it 
cannot sell enough goods to pay for 
needed imports. In 1952, West Berlin 
was estimated to have bought from 
Western Germany and foreign coun- 
tries, 1,100 million deutschemarks’ 
(about $260 million) worth of goods 
more than it delivered. This figure rep- 
resents a slight improvement over 1951, 
when the deficit was 1,300 million 
deutschemarks. 


The Berlin Marketing Council, an 
organization formed to promote the 
sale of West Berlin’s products in for- 
eign countries and in Western Germany, 
is actively attempting to remove ob- 
stacles to expansion of sales and to 
assure potential foreign customers of 
the city’s ability to produce and deliver 
high quality goods. 

The Council has started a large-scale 
advertising campaign in the United 
States. The campaign is featured by 
advertisements which bear the Free- 
dom Bell and the Berlin Radio Tower 
(Funkturm) as symbols of West Ber- 
lin and contain a short appeal to the 
public. 


In November 1952 the index of in- 
dustrial production for West Berlin 
rose to 59 (1936=100), the highest 
figure reached in the postwar period. 
This represents substantial progress 
over the 1951 level, but the contrast 
between Berlin’s output and that of 
Western Germany is striking. The in- 
dex for Western Germany, based on 
the same prewar year, reached 164 in 
November. . 


Incoming orders for West Berlin in- 
dustry, which had shown a heartening 
increase in previous months, fell off in 
November. The decrease was due mainly 
to a decline in orders of the electrical 
industry, one of the three major indus- 
tries in the city and of vital impor- 
tance to the overall economy. On the 
other hand, the important garment in- 
dustry received an increase in orders. 





UNEMPLOYMENT IN YUGOSLAVIA 
has risen to 70,000 persons, Government 
officials have announced. Until recent- 
ly there were no facilities for reporting 
the number of unemployed. 





creased only slightly. New residential 
construction was just above C$800 mil- 
lion, ‘a 3 percent gain over 1951 which 
was more than taken up by increased 
costs. New nonresidential construction 
was 17 percent higher in value than in 
1951 and about 10 percent higher in 
volume. The value of investment in new 
machinery and equipment, however, in- 
creased only 5 percent, apparently re- 
flecting the advanced stage of.the de- 
fense production program. 


Yugoslav and Iranian Debts 
To Germany in Arrears 


The Bank Deutscher Laender has an- 
nounced that German exporters to 
Yugoslavia and Iran will have to wait 
for payments, according to press re- 
ports. The payment stop reflects the 
fact’ that both countries have run up 
a larger debt to Germany than their 
bilateral payments agreements with 
Germany authorize. Yugoslavia owes 
$17,000,000 and Iran, $8,000,000. 

Spain has also exceeded the credit 
margin stipulated in its payments agre- 
ment with Germany, but this imbalance 
is expected to be temporary. Deliveries 
of Spanish fruit are expected to re- 
store balance in the accounts. 





Canadian Budget 
(Continued from Page 6) 


ject to income tax, and for children over 
21 attending universities. 


Cigarette and Sales Taxes Cut 


A popular measure is the reduction of 
the excise duty on cigarettes from C$6 
to C$4 per thousand on those weighing 
no more than 2% pounds a 1,000, and 
from C$11 to C$5 on cigarettes weigh- 
ing more than 2% pounds a 1,000. This 
reduction, the second in 2 years, is 
made to discourage smuggling. Prices 
are expected to pass on the reduction of 
4 cents a package of 20. 


The 10 percent sales tax was lifted 
from materials used exclusively in the 
production of newspapers, magazines, 
and literary papers, issued regularly and 
not less frequently tham four times a 
year; from books printed and bound 
which contain no advertising and are 
solely for educational, technical, cul- 
tural, and literary purposes; from school 
and college yearbooks; and from mate- 
rials used exclusively in the production 
of such books and newspapers. 


The most important effect of this 
provision is to eliminate the sales tax 
on newsprint used in Canada. Inasmuch 
as a 10 percent increase in the price of 
such paper has recently been asked by 
Canadian producers, the repeal of the 
sales tax is expected to absorb the 
change in publishing costs. 

Materials which are consumed or ex- 
pended in the manufacture or produc- 
tion of goods are also made exempt 
from the sales tax. This is a widening 
of a provision more narrowly worded in 
the current statute and is apparently a 
change made in the interest of lower 
production costs. Materials going into 
the manufacture of the foodstuffs ex- 
empted from sales tax are also exempt 
from the sales tax. Specifically, the tax 
is lifted also from friction disk sharpen- 
ers, and from geographical, topographi- 
cal, and astronomical globes. (For de- 
tails. of tariff changes see “Controls on 
International Trade.” ) 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





§. Rhodesia Announces Canada Frees Some Goods of Duties; 
New Dollar Allocation © Tightens Control on Tourist Imports 


Recently announced Southern Rhode- 
sian allocations of dollar currency and 
nondollar, nonsterling exchange to 
local importers for 1953 indicate that 
imports will continue to be severely 
restricted. 

New dollar allocations for 1953 total 
£5,150,000 (US$14,420,000), £790,899 
above the value of import permits au- 
thorized in 1952 but well below the 
originally announced dollar allocations 
of £7,861,000 ($22,010,800) for that year. 

Nonsterling, nondollar currency allo- 
cations for 1953 total £3,250,000 ($9,100,- 
000), compared with the £8,712,000 
($24,393,600) announced for 1952. 

Breakdown of the dollar allocations 
by commodity type is as follows: Petro- 
leum, £1,250,000; foodstuffs, £84,000; 
fibers for brushmaking, £2,000; metals 
and manufactures, £2,155,500; minerals, 
bitumen, £13,000; oils, waxes, paints, 
£202,500; drugs and chemicals, £132,000; 
special tires and synthetic rubber, £13,- 
000; timber, etc., £367,500; paper, £147,- 
200; dental and optical requirements, 
special cameras, etc., £31,300; Govern- 
ment purchases, reserves, etc., £752,000. 

Of the large amount allocated for 
metals and manufactures, more than 
97 percent is earmarked for agricul- 


tural machinery and spares, mining and- 


industrial machinery, and vehicle spares. 
No dollars are allocated for import of 
motor vehicles in 1953. 

Of nondollar, nonsterling allocations 
the largest amount, £797,000, is desig- 
nated for import of timber and wood 
manufactures; £740,000 for metals, ma- 
chinery, etc.; and £426,000 for fertilizer. 


‘No allocation is made for motor vehicles 


from those countries, and only £30,000 
is allowed for vehicle spares.—Con, Gen. 
Salisbury. 


[Southern Rhodesian import controls 
were applied to dollar countries in 1947 
and to nondollar, nonsterling countries 
‘In December 1951. No restrictions are 
imposed on imports from sterling 
countries. ] 

(Details of 1952 exchange allocations 
were announced in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, Apr. 7, 1952, p. 14.) 





Austria Suspends Payment on 
Hungarian, Bulgarian Trade 


The Austrian National Bank has an- 
nounced that payments to Austrian ex- 
porters who send goods to Bulgaria and 
Hungary must be suspended until those 
countries catch up in their deliveries of 
goods and services to Austria. 

The action was taken because the two 
countries had exceeded the credit mar- 
gins stipulated in their bilateral pay- 
ments agreements with Austria, 
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Numerous changes in the Canadian tariff, as announced by the 
Minister of Finance on February 19, include the creation of a number of 
items at reduced import rates or free of duty. Reductions from rates 
formerly in effect vary, but for many items they are substantial. 

Principal items included and their most-favored-nation rates, which 


are applicable to imports from the 
United States, are: 
Wire reinforced paper tape, printed 
or not, to be used in the packaging of 
fruits and vegetables, 10 percent. 


Engines, free; wire rope and cable, 
coated or not, to be used exclusively 
in commercial fishing operations, 10 
percent; refrigerator parts of iron or 
steel, 20 percent; timing devices for 
cooking or heating buildings and timers 
for radios, 22% percent. 

Pin seal leather, 10 percent; appara- 
tus for destruction of predatory ani- 
mals by discharge of poisonous car- 
tridges, free; starter cartridges for 
diesel engines, free; silage caps, free; 
poultry sex testers, free; artificially 
produced isotopes, free; gas control de- 
vices of a kind not made in Canada, 
7% percent. 

The temporary duty-free entry of 
olives, sulfured or in brine, not bottled, 
is extended to July 1, 1954. 

Duty-free entry of school and college 
textbooks is extended to include single 
copies sent unsolicited without charge 
to faculty members. Books, phamphlets, 
and cards for use in intelligence testing 
also are made free. . 

The prohibition on prison-made goods 
is modified to permit entry under regu- 
lation of such goods to be further manu- 
factured in Canada. 


Import Privileges Tightened 


Television receivers and picture tubes 
are removed from the list of goods 
which Canadians returning from abroad 
may bring back to Canada free of cus-- 
toms duties and taxes under the per- 
missible -$100 exemption. 

No trade figures precisely identify 
the amount of such television imports, 
which were formerly admitted in screen 
sizes of less than 14 inches. Combifa- 
tion radio receivers and television sets 
brought in by returning Canadian tour- 
ists in the first 11 months of 1952 are 
reported at a value of C$2,087,614, an 
increase of C$610,000 over the similar 
period of 1951. Of this increase tele- 
vision receivers probably represented 
the greater part. The import duty on 





Teleprinter service soon will be in- 
augurated between Cairo, Egypt, and 
Khartoum, Anglo-Egyptian Sudan, re- 
ports the Inspector General of the 
Egyptian State Telephones and Tele- 
graphs in Cairo, 





such sets is 20 percent, in addition to 
which a sales tax of 10 percent and an 
excise of 15 percent apply to the duty- 
paid value. 

Revocation of the duty and tax free 
entry of television sets occurs in con- 
nection with new financial arrange- 
ments for the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation, the Government corpora- 
tion which controls all broadcasting and 
which has recently entered the tele- 
vision field. The Government’s policy in 
facilitating the Corporation’s develop- 
ment through loans and subsidies, the 
Minister said, is to have the cost of the 
service paid as far as is practicable by 
those who benefit from it. The license 
tax of $2.50 a year on radio receivers is 
abolished, and arrangements are being 
made to turn over to the Corporation 


, the proceeds of the 15-percent excise 


on radio and television receivers and 
tubes. 

Members of Canadian Armed Forces 
serving abroad for one year or longer 
may on their return to the country 
bring in duty-free C$1,000 worth of 
goods acquired by them for personal or 
household use and owned abroad for 
at least six months before their return. 
Such imports may not include. alcoholic 
beverages or tobacco, and they may not 
be sold until after 12 months’ use in 
Canada. 





France Opens Up Credit 
For U. S. Products 


Dollar credits have been opened 
for import into France of the fol- 
lowing products from the United 
States, according to the Journal 
Officiel of February 12, 1953: 

Special papers; elemi gum; spe- 
cial glass; glass marbles; cathodic 
tubes for television; other para- 
chemical products; miscellaneous 
products of organic chemistry; 
raw materials for antibiotics; raw 
materials for cortisone; miscella- 
neous chemical products; hog bris- 

. tles, horsehair, fine hairs and 
waterfowl tails. 

Quotas are reserved for special- 
ized importers and users of the 
products, and applications for im- 
port licenses will be examined as — 
received. 
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Chile To Use Two Preferential Exchange 
Rates for Specified Imports in 1953 


Two preferential exchange rates, 31 
pesos to the dollar and 60 pesos to the 
dollar, will be used in Chile during 1953 
for the importation of specified com- 
modities, the Chilean Government has 
announced. 


The 31-peso rate is understood to 
apply only to current imports of raw 
sugar and to imports of newsprint and 
raw sugar for which commitments were 
made during 1952 but payment for 
which has not yet been made. 

The list of commodities to be import- 
ed at the 60-peso rate is as follows: 


diesel or fuel oil. includ- 
ing some 1952 commitments: wheat; tea; 
yerba mate: raw cotton: jute fiber: oilseeds 
and their oils. including USS7, 630,000 in pay- 
ment of 1952 contracts: sacks. which are 
1952 commitments: antibiotics and insulin; 
streptomycin and penicillin: 

ACTH and cortisone: caustic soda for the 
manufacture of soap. oil, and rayon and for 
treating fruit for export: aviation gasoline, 
including US$306,000 for 1952 commitments; 
solid paraffin; kerosene, including US$933,- 
000 for 1952 commitments: 

Crude sulfite cellulose for the manufacture 
of paper: cellulose for artificial silk fac- 
tories: cellulose and mechanical pulp other 
than crude sulfite cellulose, for paper fac- 


Crude petroleum: 





Turkey Raises Duties 
On U. S. Equipment 


Turkey on February 23 raised its 
duties on imports of typewriters, office 
machinery, refrigerators, and metal 
furniture from the United States. 

This action, effected by decree No. 
4/43 of January 21, was taken under 
the terms of the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade in compensation for 
the increase on August 30, 1952, from 
2% to 4% cents a pound in the U. S. 
import duty on dried figs. 

The rate of 2% cents a pound for 
dried figs was a trade agreement con- 
cession granted Turkey at the Torquay 
negotiations in 1951. Former Turkish 
duties on these U. S. items also were 


concessions made under GATT, and the . 


increases now established are to remain 
in effect until the United States reduces 
its duty on dried figs. 

Individual items affected by the 
Turkish action, their new import duties, 
in Turkish lira, and former rates, shown 
in parentheses, are as follows (1 lira= 
US$0.357) : 

Iron ‘desks, cupboards or cabinets, 
and drawers, and parts: a. Plain or painted 
per 100 gross kilograms, 7700 (61.60); b, gilt, 


po eanag PB nrg eee or not with 
other materials, per ross kilogram 
96.25 (77.00). . —, 


Typewriters: calculatin ng. registering, count- 
ing, sorting, and classifying machines and 
parka thereof, including electric machines, 


hing 5 kilogra ms ond over, 100 
iega it hicarame. 71. 77.00 (67.76). ore _ 


ce chests, icemaking machines, and refrig- 
— machines, per 100 net kilograms: a, 
ole weighing u Bb 40" 50 kilograms, 38.50 


boxes 


(3 88); b, é. weighing’ 1 °o eo Regarams, 30.80 

27.10): Y y g— 2 ~ 500 kilograms, 
25.67 (22 ad. weighing “B00 to 2,000 kilo- 
rams, 3 10 (20.33); e, as genins 2,000 to 
9,000 kilograms, 20.53 f,. weighing 
10,000 kilograms or Bh 17.97 (15.81).— 


Emb., Ankara. 
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tories; phosphoric fertilizers; raw materials 
for the manufacture of fertilizers; herbic ides; 

Industrial plant equipment for the treat- 
ment of ‘‘caliche,”’ or sulfur rock, by methods 
reviously untried in Chile and not in use 
n other countries: machinery. apparatus, 
tools, and spare parts for agricultural use; 

Domestic sewing machines; merchant ves- 
sels under the merchant marine development 
program; tractors for industrial and agricul- 
tural use and their atcessories, implements, 
and spare parts; pump wagons; paper for 
newspapers and magazines; 

Telephone exchanges for public service and 
elements for the manufacture in Chile of 
telephone exchanges and materials; parts, 
spare parts, and other elements for broad- 
easting stations to be imported through the 
Broadcasting Association of Chile; 

Replacement of damaged merchandise in- 
surance compensation for which is paid in 
the banking market: and eventual refunds 
of value of Chilean exports returns of. which 
have already been liquidated, provided such 
payments are supported by draft petitions 
. proved by the local Santi » emeeeparen 

the National Foreign Tra Councif (ap- 
Sarondtie covers refunds paid for damage to 
Chilean exports). 


The assumption is that all other com- 
modities importation of which will be 
permitted during 1953 will be paid for 
at the free banking rate—approximately 
110 pesos to the dollar. 

No breakdown of areas from which 
various goods are to be imported has 
been made public, nor have exchange 
allocations applicable to individual com- 
modities been made known.—Emb., 
ones. 


Swiss Negetisting To Obtain 
Coal, Steel From Germany 


The Swiss Federal Council has started 
negotiations with the German Govern- 
ment for an agreement by which Swit- 
zerland would receive assurances of 
coal and steel supplies from Germany 





in times of crisis, according to Neue - 


Zuricher Zeitung of January 29. In re- 
turn Switzerland would grant a loan of 
200 million Swiss francs to Germany 
on favorable terms. 

Germany is now investigating the 
question of whether it would be legally 
possible to supply coal and steel to 
Switzerland on the same terms as pre- 
vail in the Coal and Steel Community, 
established under the Schuman Plan. 





Ecuador Sets Up Quota for 


Free Entry of Cotton 


The Ecuadoran Association of Textile 
Manufacturers, at Quito has been au- 
thorized, by decree No. 2 published in 
the Official Registry of February 11, to 
import 40,000 quintals (4,057,200 
pounds) of cotton free of consular fees, 


customs duties, and all other customs - 


levies except post assessments. 

The Ministry of Economy will regu- 
late the imports and fix import quotas, 
as well as control wholesale and retail 
prices of cotton textiles: 

The Association of Textile Manufac- 
turers must purchase all domestic cot- 
ton offered or the Ministry of Econ- 
omy may suspend imports. 


Colombia Extends 
Import Licenses 


Customshouses may clear into Co- 
lombia merchandise for which the perti- 
nent import license (registro de im- 
portacion) has expired, provided it was 
loaded at the port of embarkation not 
more than 30 days after expiration of 
the license and continues to be a permis- 
sible import at time of arrival in Colom- 
bia. 

Although the nominal period of valid- 
ity of import licenses remains 5 to 5% 
months, in effect Colombian importers 
are allowed an additional. 30 days dur- 
ing which goods may be shipped from 
abroad without the necessity of obtain- 
ing a new import license. 

The extension does not apply to mer- 
chandise placed on the list of prohibited 
imports after issuance of an import 
license. To be cleared into the country 
such goods must have been loaded at 
port of embarkation before expiration 
of the license. 


Formerly no merchandise of any cate- 
gory could be imported into Colombia 
unless covered by an import license 
valid at time of its loading at port of 
embarkation. 


The new regulation was ibe effec- 
tive by General Customs Administration 
resolution No. 19 of February 10.— 
Emb., Bogota. 





Greece Relaxes Its Gift 
Export Regulations 


Licensing regulations governing ship- 
ment of gift packages from Greece have 
been relaxed, by Greek Ministry of 
Commerce decision No. 7095, effective 
February 1. 


A Greek citizen may now export gift 
packages of a value not exceeding 600,- 
000 drachmas ($40) without securing 
a license. Packages may contain articles 
of domestic production or manufacture 
except dairy products, books, printed 
matter, olive oil, and confections. 

Travelers residing temporarily in 
Greece may send or take with them 
articles valued at 1,500,000 drachmas 
($100) without restriction.—Emb., 
Athens. 


(A copy of the new regulation is 
available on loan from the Near FEast- 
ern and African Division, Office of In- 
ternational Trade, Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C.). 


PYRITE DEPOSITS were recently 
discovered in Galilee the Israel press 
reports. Even though these are of 
higher quality than others in the coun- 
try, mineral experts state they are so 
small that mining would be impractical, 
even with a much higher concentration. 
No further development is planned. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Guatemala Raises Import 
Duties on Many Items 


Guatemalan import duties have been 
raised on more than 350 classifications 
of the tariff, by a congressional decree 
effective February 28. 

The stated purpose of the action is 
to increase Government revenues to 
finance an extensive public works pro- 
gram and to conserve foreign exchange 
by limiting imports of luxury items. 

Goods in Guatemalan customs ware- 


houses on February 28, as well as those 


shipped before that date, are not sub- 
ject to the new import duties. 

The following summary is intended to 
give a broad indication of the extent 
of the changes rather than a precise 
breakdown of items affected. Figures in 


parentheses represent roughly the range 
of percentage increases in the group. 
The breakdown omits numerous classifi- 
cations and individual products; only 
selected items are included, 


Foods and Beverages 


Bacon, dried meats. concentrated soups, 
margarine, cheese, caviar, oysters, fish, vege- 
tables, nuts, roasted coffee, tea, sauces, olive 
oil and olives, vegetable oils, cookies, bis- 
cuits, cakes, fruits, candy, vinegar, wines, 
beer, liquors, lard (50-100), 


Raw Materials, etc. 


Latex rubber, castor oil, cottonseed oil, 
lumber, lead, precious stones, coral (50-400). 


Cosmetics and Various Manufactures 


Talcum powder, candles, face powder, cos- 
metics, perfumes, hair dyes, vanity cases, 
shoe polish, furniture polish, metal polish, 
cigarettes, cigars, pipe tobacco, belts, boots 


leather clothing, gloves, leather articles, hard 
fiber cords (50-100). 


Textiles 
More than 150 textile items are affected, in- 


cluding certain fabrics and clothing made of 


silk, cotton, wool, or synthetic fibers (10-100, 
with 33 predominating). 


Wood Manufactures 


Furniture, picture frames, lamps, doors and 
windows, venetian blinds, barrels, shoes, 
pipes, unspecified manufactures (30-100). 


Paper and Paper Products 


Cellophane, paper in rolls, cardboard, writ- 
ing paper, 


lined paper, envelopes, visiting 
cards, albums, playing cards, —_ cards, 
stamps, labels, almanacs, paper flowers (25- 


400, with 100 predominating). 
Manufactures of Glass, etc. 


Figurines and models, kitchénware, bricks, 


tiles, bottles, jars, cups, glasses, unspecified 
articles (25-100). 


Metal Manufactures 


Aluminum furniture: manufacturers of plat- 
inum, gold, or silver; jewelry; tableware; 
fountain pens; cigarette lighters; safety raz- 
ors (20-100). 


Miscellaneous 

Bicycles, baby carriages, electric genera- 
tors, phonographs, dictaphones, binoculars, 
clocks, watches, pistols, rifles, cartridges, 


fireworks, matches, bottle caps, combs, par- 


lor games, toys, burial caskets, and various 
other items (35-100). 


A detailed announcement of the decree 
is being prepared by the American Re- 
publics Division, Office of International 


March 16, 1953 


ARGENTINA 


Controls on Samples Eased 


Samples of domestically produced 
items whose value does not exceed 500 
pesos (about US$36 at free rate of ex- 
change) may now be exported from 
Argentina without the necessity of ob- 
taining export permits from the Min- 
istry of Foreign Trade. 

The exemption refers only to prod- 
ucts produced in Argentina, sale of 
which is customarily effected through 
the forwarding of samples. 

Samples exceeding 500 pesos in value 
require export permits. However, the 
Ministry has the authority to exempt 
any sample which “for generic reasons” 
unavoidably exceeds the established 
value limit. For each such item the 
Ministry must determine the maximum 
value for which the exemption ° will 
apply. 

Formerly export of samples was sub- 
ject to the same requirements as was 
a commercial shipment, that is, acquisi- 
tion of a prior export permit and in 
some cases certification and/or veri- 
fication of quality by the Ministry of 
Foreign Trade. 

The purpose of the new decree, No. 
1237 of January 22, is to stimulate 
foreign trading activity by eliminating 
unnecessary administrative procedures. 
—Emb., Buenos Aires, 


AUSTRIA 
Argentina Trade Pact Signed 


A new trade agreement between Ar- 
gentina and Austria, providing for an 
exchange of goods in 1953 valued at 
US$30,700,000 in each direction, was 
signed on December 24, 1952. 

Argentine deliveries to Austria are 
to include bread and fodder grains to a 
value of $13,000,000; wool, $6,000,000; 
vegetable-oil products, $4,000,000; que- 
bracho extract, cotton, meat extract, 
casein, lard, and cattle hides, $3,000,000; 
and canned fruits. 


Austria is to supply in return mainly 








iron and steel, to a value of $11,000,000;~ 


newsprint, $3,500,000; wood pulp and 
fiber, $3,000,000; accessories for indus- 
trial machinery, $1,500,000; nonferrous 
metals, $1,000,000; refractory materials, 
$1,000,000; and spruce pine, $1,000,000. 

Settlement of transactions will con- 
tinue to take place through the dollar 
clearing account provided for in the 
1950 Argentine-Austrian payments 
agreement. The reciprocaltredit limit, 
however, has been raised from $1,000,- 
000 to $5,000,000. 





Trade, Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., and information on 
specified items will be available from 
that Division or from Field Offices of 
the Department. j 
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BELGIAN CONGO 


Duty Up on Plantation Rubber 


The export duty on plantation rubber 
in the Belgian Congo and Ruanda- 
Urundi has been increased from 3 to 7 
percent ad valorem, by a legislative 
ordinance of November 14, 1952, pub- 


lished in the Bulletin Administratif of 
November 25. 


CHILE 
"Gold Dollar" Imports Listed 


The list of commodities which may 
be imported into Chile during the 6- 





‘month period beginning on January 13 


with U. S. dollars derived from exports 
of Chilean gold, as announced by the 
Chilean Government, is as follows: 


Automobile accessories: automobile bump- 
ers; extra lighters; extra mirrors; heaters; 
searchlights; seat covers; extra lamps; ex- 
tra vacuum windshield wipers; backup lights; 
license-plate holders: hat holders; auto- 
mobile radios and parts, including antennae; 
converters and tubes for automobiles; auto- 
mobile direction indicators; gasoline tank 
tops with locks; fans; spare visors; special 
steering wheels; 

Transparent cellulose tape: special paint 
with pyroxilin base; assembled radios, for 
the fulfillment of international agreements; 
refrigerators for household use with a capac- 
ity of more than 5 cubic feet; phonograph 


needles: liquors. whisky. and champagne 
except for the fulfillment of international 
agreements: 


Clocks ef all kinds, parts, and accessories, 
except time clocks and alarm clocks: dry 
batteries of types not produced in the 
country, except those covered by certificates 
of necessity issued by the Department of 
Manufacturing Industries: magazines of non- 
Spanish countries edited in Spanish; elec- 
trical appliances; pressure cookers; replace- 
ment parts for household refrigerators, ex- 


cept sealed units; 16-millimeter movie pro- 
jectors. 


The gold dollar rate of exchange in 
Chile on January 31, the latest quota- 
tion available, was approximately 164 
pesos.—Emb., Santiago. 

(Previous announcements concerning 
gold imports appeared in 1952 issues of 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, March 31. 
p. 11; and Sept. 22, p. 7.) 


COLOMBIA 
Imports Require Board Approval 


Prior approval of the recently estab- 
lished Colombian . General Customs 
Board (Junta General de Aduanas) 
must be obtained for import of the 
following items into Colombia (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Dec. 1, 1952, p. 18): 


Tariff item No. 986, Pictures, paintings 
and drawings, made entirely by hand, framed 
on not. 


No. 987, Engravings, prints, lithographs, 
and other original products of the graphic 
arts. either artistic or antique. , 

No. 988, Statues, busts, high-reliefs and 
low-reliefs, and other origi roductions 
of the sculpturing art, in marble, stone, 
wood, metal, or any other material. 

No. 989, Zoological, botanical, mineralogi- 
eal, and anatomical collections. 

No. 990. All articles for collections of 
historicel. srcuasclagngm paleontological, or 
ethnographic value. 

No. . Other objects of art and other 
articles for collections. 


The regulation was made effective 
by decree No. 90 of January 17, 1953. 

All these items are exempt from im- 
port duty.—Emb., Bogota. 
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Import of Assembly Parts Relaxed 


Colombian importers of components 
and detached parts for assembly of the 
following items are no longer required 
to certify that they operate assembly 
plants: 


Sewing machines: radio receivers; sound 


amplifiers; loudspeakers; bodies for auto- 
motive vehicles for public transportation; 
bicycles without motors; record players for 
household use. 

This relaxation of import require- 
ments was effected by General Customs 
Administration resolution No. 1 of Jan- 


uary 22, 1953.—Emb., Bogota. 


Tariff Nomenclature Modified 


The Colombian import tariff nomen- 
clature for the following items has been 
modified to read as indicated: 

No. 101, Crude tallows, including melted tal- 
lows, and premier jus. 
No. 202, Oleomargarine, oleostearine: 


a. Olzomargarine (oleo oil, liquid of the 
first extraction); 
b. Oleostearine. 
No. 109, Fatty acids: 
a. Liquids at a temperature of 20° C., such 
as oleic acid, etc.; 
b. Others, such as stearic acid, etc. 
No. 466, Wastes of artificial silk and artificial 
_ textile fiber, carded or combed. 


“This change was effected by decree 
No. 89 of January 17, 1953.—Emb., Bo- 
gota. 


Agreement Signed With Sweden 


Colombia has signed a trade agree- 
ment with Sweden, effective on January 
27, 1953, for a period of 1 year. The 
- agreement contains no provision for 
automatic extension and may de- 
nounced by either party on at least 
2 months’ advance notice. 


The new agreement is similar to one 

concluded with the United Kingdom 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Sept. 22, 
1952, p. 8). It provides for Swedish 
purchases of Colombian coffee up to 
$3,000,000 in value, of which $2,000,000 
worth are to be purchased direct from 
Colombia and $1,000,000 via other coun- 
tries. The direct purchases are to be 
authorized during the first 6 montns 
the agreement is in force. 
. Commodities imported direct by 
either of the two countries under the 
new accord may not be reexported to 
third countries except on the basis of 
an exchange of notes and prior agree- 
ment by both parties. 

Payments are to be made in avail- 
able dollars or in other currencies if 
prior agreement has been reached by 
both parties, 

No limit is placed on Colombian im- 
port of Swedish goods not on the Co- 
lombian list of prohibited imports. 

Import from Sweden of items listed 
in article 4 of Colombian decree No. 
402 of February 15, 1952 (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Mar. 10, 1952, p. 18; 
and April 14, 1952, p. 15), which may be 
imported from countries with which 
Colombia has trade agreements or a 
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more or less favorable balance of trade 
are limited in value to $300,000 for the 
period of the agreement. 

This amount may, however, be in- 
creased by agreement between the two 
countries in event that any commodities 
not presently on the list of restricted 
imports are included therein as a result 
of Colombian official provisions amend- 
ing decree No. 402. 


Important to Sweden as_ exports 
among -items presently coming under 
the purview of decree No. 402 are auto- 
mobiles weighing less than 1,240 net 
kilograms, china and glassware, radio 
receiving sets, and motor bicycles.— 
Emb., Bogota. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


Special Molasses Tax Revised 


Minor modifications have been made 
in the Dominican Republic special tax 
on exports of molasses and invert 
sirups. 

The changes, effected by law No. 3654 
of December 26, 1952, from the previous 
law, No. 2579 of December 7, 1950, are 
as follows: 


@ A tax of 10 percent is levied on 
molasses preduced for export whose 
sales price is between $0.029 and $0.05 
an American gallon, a price range for- 
merly exempted. 


@ Molasses sold in the $0.029-$0.05 
price range is made subject to the taxes 
provided by law No. 424 of March 14, 
1941, as well as to any other export 
taxes from which it was formerly 
exempt, 


@ All unsold molasses which owners 
might have to throw away will become 
the property of the Government and 
will be removed as soon as possible 
from private storage facilities. 

(The provisions of law No. 2579 were 
announced in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Jan. 29, 1951, p. 12.) 





Raw Sugar Export Tax Increased 


The Dominican Republic export tax 
on raw sugar the price of which is 
greater than $3.10 a hundred pounds 
“has been set at $0.35 a hundred pounds 
plus a surtax of 30 percent of the price 
increase above $3.10, with the proviso 
that the surtax shall not be less than 
$0.27 a hundred pounds. 

The new tax, provided by law No. 
3461 of December 27, 1952, is the same 
as was formerly provided by law No. 
982 of August 30, 1945, and continued 
under paragraph d, article 1 of law 
No. 3426 of November 18, 1952, with 
the exception of the $0.27 minimum 
surtax proviso. This proviso, in. view 
of the price range expected to prevail 
for the 1952-53 crop, results in a sub- 
stantial increase. 

(Details of the graduated tax on ex- 
ports of raw sugar are given in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 27, 1945, 
p. 21.) 


Imports Exempt From Sales Tax 


All Dominican Republic imports ex- 
empt from customs and import duties 
and taxes are now also exempted from 
the general sales tax of 7 percent for- 
merly imposed, under law No. 2568 of 
December 4, 1950, on all imports except 
petroleum products, 

The new exemption is provided by 
decree No. 8560 of September 27, 1952, 

(Law No. 2568 was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, Jan. 29, 1951, 
p. 12.) 


EGYPT 


Duties Reduced on Sugar, Candy 


Egyptian import duties applicable to 
sugar in various forms and to candy 
were reduced on February 2. 


The new duties per 100 net kilograms, 
in Egyptian pounds, and old rates, 
shown in parentheses, are as follows: 
(1 Egyptian pound=US$2.87). 

Refined or agglomerated sugar other 
than candy, 3.000 (3.750); candy, 3.100 
(3.875); raw sugar for refining, 2.800 
(3.500); raw sugar other than for re- 
fining, 3.000 (3.750).—Journal Officiel, 
Feb. 2, 1953. 


FRANCE 


Sugar Duty Suspended 


The French import duty on beet, 
cane, and similar sugars is suspended 
until August 31, 1953, by an order of 
February 6 published in the Journal 
Officiel of February 11. 

The suspension applies to sugars with 
a saccharose content of 99.8 grams and 
more per 100 grams of dry product. 

Since May 30, 1951, the import duty 
on these sugars has been levied at the 
rate of 100 percent ad valorem although 
the rate is still listed in the minimum 
import tariff at 110 percent. 


FRENCH MOROCCO 


Consumption Tax Increased. 


French Moroccan consumption taxes 
on imports of various foodstuffs have 
been increased by an order of Jan- 
uary 16. 

The new rates, in Moroccan francs 
per 100 kilograms net unless otherwise 
stated, with former rates, shown in 
parentheses, are as follows (1 Moroccan 
franc—US$0.00285) : 








Saccharin and all other artificial edulcora- 
tive substances and similar chemical prod- 
ucts, per 1 net kilogram, 8,175 (7,200): 

Granulated glucose; invert sirup and sugar; 
sweet confectionary not containing alcoholic 
liqueur; sweet cookies containing over 50 
percent sugar; gingerbread with icing, and 
similar cakes containing 25 percent fruit; ex- 
cept cacao or chocolate-coated; fruits pre- 
served in alcohol with sugar added, per 100 
net kilograms of the weight of sugar content 
expressed in saccharose; liqueurs and all 
other similar sweet products: 1,800 (1,585); 

Some substitute with sugar base, 1,350 
(1,190) ; 

Sweet confectionary containing alcoholic 
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liqueur: condensed milk with 50 percent or 
more sugar added, 1,260 (1,110); 

Sweet cookies containing 26 to 50 percent 
sugar; sweet fruit preserves of 40 percent or 
less moisture, 900 (790); 

Condensed milk with 42 to 50 percent sugar 
added, 810 (715); 


Sweet fruit preserves of over 40 percent 
moisture, 600 (530); 


Condensed milk with less than 42 percent 
sugar added, 540 (475); 

Pure glucose and all other crystallizable 
saccharin products; honey substitute with 
over 10 percent saccharin base other than 
saccharose, 480 (420); 

Sweet cookies containing up to 25 percent 
sugar; fruits preserved in a nonalcoholic 
sweet liquid, 450 (395); 

Pudding powder containing cacao or choco- 
late, 180 (160); 

Whole eggs; egg yolks in powder or other- 
wise prepared, 135 (120); 

Molasses, 90 (80). 

The consumption tax rate on imports of 
chocolate of all kinds is reduced from 1,585 
to 1.400 Moroccan francs. 


Bulletin Officiel of French Morocco, 
Jan. 23, 1953. 


IRAQ 


Margarine Made License Free 


Import into Iraq of oleomargarine of 
all kinds without the necessity of ob- 
taining an import li¢ense is authorized 
by a decision of the High Supply Com- 
mittee published in the Weekly Bulletin 
of the Baghdad Chamber of Commerce 
on January 7. 


Import of vegetable oils of all kinds 
was banned at the beginning of 1951 to 
protect the national ghee (slarified but- 
ter) industry. This ban encouraged ghee 
producers throughout 1951 and 1952 to 
demand for their product prices ranging 
between 500 and 575 fils (1 Iraq dinar= 
1,000 fils—US$2.80 par value) per kilo- 
gram (1 kilogram=2.2046 pounds). 

As a step toward reducing the cost 
of living the Government reauthorized 
the import of vegetable oils. This action 
is expected to reduce the price of ghee 
to bring it more in line with the ap- 
preciably lower price of vegetable oil. 


MEXICO | 
5 Subsidies Extended; | Added 


Various subsidies granted by Mexico 
for the import or export of various 
products have been extended for the 
period January 1-December 31, 1953. 


The following extensions were put 
jnto effect by resolutions published in 
the Diario Oficial of February 21: 


Paper for educational and scientific 
works.—Subsidy amounting to 75 per- 
cent of applicable import duties granted 
importing firms (announced in Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Sept. 29, 1952, p. 9; 
May 19, 1952, p. 15; Nov. 19, 1951, p. 15). 

To qualify for this subsidy publishing 
houses must fulfill certain requirements 
established by the Ministry of Finance 
and Public Credit. 

Candelilla wax (Tariff fraction 
28-01).—Export subsidy amounting to 
7 percent of the specific export duty, 
in effect in 1951 and 1952 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly July 7, 1952, p. 24). 

Only exporters authorized by the Min- 
istry of Economy to exploit candelilla 
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wax and who effect their exports 
through the Banco Nacional de Com- 
erico Exterior, S. A., are entitled to the 
benefits of this subsidy. 


Inasmuch as an absolute prohibition 
on exploitation of candelilla wax has 
been declared for the period December 
1, 1952, to September 30, 1953 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly Jan. 19, 1953, p. 17), 
the subsidy would appear to refer to 
stocks accumulated by importers before 
the prohibition went into effect. 


Other subsidies are extended for the 
same period by resolutions published in 
the Diario Oficial of February 23: 

Bananas (fraction 24-51).— Export 
subsidy equivalent to 75 percent of ap- 
plicable export duties, including the 15 
percent ad valorem surtax (announced 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Mar. 24, 
1952, p. 13). 

Exports of bananas from the States of 
Chiapas and Tabasco must be effected 
through the Banco Nacional de Com- 
ercio Exterior, S. A., are entitled t@ the 
subsidy. 

Lobsters (fraction 11-10). — Export 
subsidy equivalent to 75 percent of the 
applicable 15 percent ad valorem ex- 


port surtax (Foreign Commerce Week- — 


ly, Feb. 18, 1952, p. 15). 


To be eligible for this subsidy ex- 
ports must be effected: through the 
Banco Nacional de Fomento Coopera- 
tivo. 

Chicle (fractions- 28-50 and 28-51).— 
Export subsidy of 0.644 peso a gross 
kilogram, provided exports are effected 
through the Banco Nacional de Com- 
ercio Exterior, S. A. (Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, July 7, 1952, p. 25). 

The amount of the subsidy shall not 
equal more than 75 percent of the com- 
bined specific and ad valorem duties. 


A new export subsidy is added for 
the January 1-December 31 period by 
a resolution published in the Diario 
Oficial of February 21: 


Sorghum.—Subsidy equal to 75 per- 
cent of applicable export duties, includ- 
ing the 15 percent ad valorem surtax, 
is granted exporters of sorghum in the 
grain, milled, or on the ear. 


Export Surtax Reduced 


Percentage reductions from the 15- 
percent ad valorem export surtax grant- 
ed certain classifications of the Mexi- 
can export tariff have been modified. 

Classifications on which changes be- 
came effective on February 19, with 
their new and old percentage reduc- 
tions, the latter shown in parentheses, 
are as follows: 


28-52, Chilte, guayule rubber, rubber, and 
other rubber gums, not specified, 80 (chilte 
only, 50). 

60-11, Uncrystallizable sirups of sugarcane 
containing up to 60 percent total sugar re- 
ducers, 80 (none). 

. Same, containing over 60 percent 
total sugar reducers, 80 (none). 

66-50, ad oxides, orange or litharges, 80 


(60). 

80-17, Iron or steel tubing; malleable iron 
joints only, 80 (50). 

84-14, Phonographic records, not specified, 
80 (none), 


CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 


The following change became effec- 
tive on February 21: 
79-90,-Bristles, unspun, twisted in helicoi- 


dal form, similar to ixtle rope, with maxi- 


mum lengths of 5 centimeters predominating, 
60 (none). 


—Dairio Oficial, Feb. 19, 21, 1953. 


Import Classifications Created 


Two new classifications, which were 
to become effective February 28, have 
been added to the Mexican import tariff 
schedule. 


These newly created classifications 


and their applicable import duties are 
as follows: 

4.02.22, Cable of stiff vegetable fibers, with 
core of common metal, pitched or tarred, 
from 10 to 25 millimeters in diameter and 
weighing from 200 to 700 —— per linear 


meter, 0.01 peso per gross kilogram plus 10 
et + ad valorem. 


.12.48, Magnesium oxide (calcined ne- 


sia) for industrial use, packaged in cloth or 
paper sacks, weighing, including the imme- 


diate container, over 20 kilograms, 0.10 peso 
per gross kilogram plus 5 percent ad valorem. 

Because of the creation of these two 
classifications, the words “not specified” 
are added to classifications Nos. 4.02.21 
and 6.12.47. 


Classification No. 3.20.11, which pre- 
viously read “magnesite,” has been 
changed, effective February 28, to “min- 
eral stone of magnesium, silica, and 
calcium base, even if calcined.” Duties 
remain unchanged at 0.10 peso per 100 
gross kilograms, plus 5 percent ad 
valorem.—Diario Oficial, Feb. 21, 1953. 


VENEZUELA 
Tighter Milk Control Advocated 


The Venezuelan powdered milk. en- 
terprise is advocating a tightening of 
the import tie-in arrangement for duty- 
free powdered milk products to oblige 
importers to purchase 1 unit of local 
milk powder for each 5 units imported, 
instead of in the 1 to 10 porportion now 
in force. 

The tie-in arrangement for duty-free 
entry is an optional alternative to pay- 
ment of the 0.50 bolivar per gross kilo- 
gram import duty applicable to pow- 
dered milk. 

Tightening of the tie-in arrangement 
is proposed as a means of alleviating 
the current oversupply of fluid milk, 
and the ministry of Development, which 
administers this import control, is re- 
ported to be seriously considering the 
proposal. ' 








THE LOCUST MENACE, which has 
been causing the Yemen Government 
considerable concern, continued at a’ 
high point in December 1952. More 
than 85 swarms were discovered be- 
tween November 15 and December 15, 
not including those found in eastern 
Yemen, where scouting work has not 
been active. Considerable damage has 
been done to crops. The director of the 
Desert Locust Survey, Aden, recently 
visited the area to inspect equipment 
and advise on antilocust operations. 
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Foreign Firms Invited To Participate 


In French Moroccan Trade Exhibition 


The 1953 Casablanca International Trade Fair will be held in 
Casablanca, French Morocco, May 30-June 14. ‘ 

As in previous years, this fair is planned and organized by the 
Societe Anonyme de la Foire Internationale de Casablanca, a private 
corporation which has the complete support of the Protectorate Gov- 


ernment, the various Chambers of Com- 
merce, private business organizations 
and trade associations. 

The fair will be a general economic 
exposition offering a variety of exhibits, 
but emphasizing machinery, agricultural 
and industrial equipment, and durable 
consumer goods. Automobiles will also 
be on display at this show. 

The fair will be held at the new per- 
manent fair grounds. Minor improve- 
ments on the grounds scheduled to be 
completed before the 1953 fair opens 
include the construction of a permanent 
Moroccan pavilion dedicated to native 
arts and crafts, improvement of the 
ventilating system in the main exhibi- 
tion hall (Grand Palais), improvement 
of the temporary construction which 
will continue to take the place of the 
planned permanent restaurant and re- 
ception hall, and preparation of a 30- 
foot wide central promenade with 
garden arrangements. 

Foreign participation is invited. Ac- 
cording to the latest reports received, 
space has been reserved for Italy, Spain, 





British Plastics Exhibition 
Scheduled Later in June 


The Second British Plastics Exhibi- 
tion and Convention will be held at 
Olympia, London, under the organiza- 
tion of British Plastics; in cooperation 
with the British Plastics Federation. 
Originally scheduled June 3-13, 1953, the 
exhibition dates have been changed be- 
cause of the Coronation and are now set 
for June 8-18, 1953. 

Foreign visitors are invited to view 
displays covering all sections of the 
plastics industry, including exhibits by 
raw material suppliers, manufacturers 
of molding powders, molders, fabrica- 
tors, and engineers who design and 
install plants. 

The convention is organized by the 
British Plastics Federation, the Plastics 
Institute, and the Polymer Section of 
the Society of Chemical Industry. It 
will be held concurrently with the exhi- 
bition at Olympia and will cover the 
most important developments in plastics 
technology and applications. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from British Plastics, 
Dorset House, Stamford Street, London 
S.E. 1. England, or from the British 
Embassy, 3100 Massachusetts Avenue, 
NW., Washington, D, C, 
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Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Austria, and Hungary. In addition to 
this official participation, it is expected 
that local agents and distributors of 
foreign products will group their ex- 
hibits under national flags. 

The 1952 fair had an estimated at- 
tendance of 270,000 persons. There were 
685 exhibitors representing about 4,000 


French, foreign, and local firms. Fur- 
ther information on the 1952 event was 
published in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
September 8, 1952, page 31. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Foire Inter- 
nationale de Casablanca, Morocco, or 
from the Commercial Counselor, French 
Embassy, 2335 Belmont Road, NW., 
Washington 8, D. C. 


Separate Automobile Exhibit 
At Casablanca Canceled 


The Casablanca Automobile Exhibi- 
tion, originally scheduled for March 26- 
April 6, has been canceled. To compen- 
sate for the cancellation of this sepa- 
rate automobile show, the organizers of 
the Casablanca International Fair, May 
30 to June 14, have decided to admit 
automobile exhibits. Approximately 600 
to 800 square meters of space will be 
reserved in the main éxhibition hall for 
passenger cars, and utility vehicles will 
find accommodation in the open-air 
grounds, where sufficient space is avail- 
able to meet all demands. 


In addition, the Chambre Syndicale 
Professionnelle de l’Automobile has de- 
clared that it is going to organize a 
sales exhibition for used cars in the 
secondary exhibition hall (Petit Palais) 
of the International Fair grounds, 
March 19-29. 


Further information concerning this 
event may be obtained from the Foire 
Internationale de Casablanca, Morocco, 
or from the Commercial Counselor, 
French Embassy, 2535 Belmont Road, 
N.W., Washington, D. C. 








German Fur Fair Postponed 


Dates of the Frankfort Fur Trade 
Fair, Frankfort, Germany, are changed 
to April 19-22, 1953, instead of April 
12-15, as announced in Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, March 2, 1953; page 24, 


Machinery, Apparatus 
Shown at Rotterdam 


The First Netherlands Exhibition of 
Machinery and Apparatus for the Food- 
stuff, Chemical, and Pharmaceutical In- 
dustries, Vochema 52, was held at Rot- 
terdam, October 21-29, 1952, under the 
auspices of the Foundation “Vochema” 
of Rotterdam and the Royal Netherland 
Industries Fair at Utrecht. The fair 
covered an area of about 3,500 square 
meters (1 square meter=10.763 square 
feet) in the Ahoy Exhibitions Building. 

Although no definite plans have yet 
been made for a second exposition of 
this nature, 90 percent of the partici- 
pants in Vochema 52 expressed them- 
selves in favor of repetition in 1954 or 
1955. 

Considerable interest was shown in 
the 1952 exhibition, which was more or 
less the direct result of the strong de- 
velopment during recent years of these 
industries. There were 99 exhibitors rep- 
resenting a total of 350 firms. 


West Germany was the principal par- 
ticipant with 142 firms, followed by the 
Netherlands with 102 firms, and Great 
Britain with 41 firms. Other countries 
represented were the United States, 16 
firms; Switzerland, 14; France, 9; Bel- 
gium, 8; Sweden, 6; Denmark, 5; Italy, 
3; Austria, 3; and Hungary, 1. 

Several firms exhibited new lines, in- 
cluding precision scales, testers, measur- 
ing instruments, microscopes, X-ray ap- 
paratus and other equipment for labora- 
tories, kneaders, vibrators, compressors, 
exsiccators, exhaustors, filters, pumps, 
mixing machinery, and filling machinery. 

Of the exhibitors 92 percent informed 
the fair management that they were 
satisfied with the contacts made, and 
86 percent reported orders or inquiries 
received. Visitors from Belgium, West 
Germany, England, Denmark, and Swit- 
zerland reportedly placed direct export 
orders during the fair. 

Approximately 8,500 visitors attended 
the fair, among whom were some 500 
from 26 foreign countries, principally 
West Germany, Belgium, France, and 
England. 

Further information on this event 
may be had from the Royal Netherlands 
Industries Fair, Utrecht, Netherlands, 
or from the Office of the Commercial 
Counselor, Netherlands Embassy, 1470 
Euclid Street, NW., Washington, D. C. 





TURPENTINE AND SODA ASH 
have been added to the list of commodi- 
ties which may be freely exported from 
Pakistan. However, preliminary in- 
quiries indicate that these items may 
not be exported for some time, despite 
the relaxation. Prices for turpentine 
are higher than U. S. and European 
quotations, and production of soda ash 
is approximately sufficient to meet 
domestic demand only. 
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Textiles and Fashions 


To Be Shown in Turin 


The International Exposition of Tex- 
tile Art and Fashions, which was a 
regular event in the prewar period, and 
has been held biennially since the war, 
will be held in Turin, April 24-May 10, 
1953. 

The exposition this year will be held 
in the Stupinigi Castle outside the city. 
This historic country palace of Italy’s 
royal family has been preserved as a 
museum, and its 127 rooms and 17 gal- 
leries with their original furnishings are 
expected to make an attractive and 
appropriate setting for a show of this 
kind. 

Since space is limited, exhibitors are 
being solicited from only the principal 
domestic textile and fashion houses. 
Exhibits will be divided into the follow- 
ing categories: 
ions, including both exclusive models 
and ready made apparel; fashion ac- 
cessories, including millinery, footwear, 
leather goods, umbrellas, and related 
items; upholstery fabrics and rugs; 
jewelry and perfumes. 

Although this is recognized as an off 
season for showing new styles, the Na- 
tional Fashion Committee (Ente della 
Moda) which is sponsoring the exposi- 
tion, expects the principal designers of 
Rome, Milan, Venice, and Florence to 
be represented, with the emphasis per- 
haps on summer and sportswear. 

The dates chosen for the show coin- 
cide with those of the Thirty-fifth An- 
nual Turin Automobile Show, which is 
expected to attract thousands of visi- 
tors tothe city. In this way the or- 
ganizing committee hopes to bring 
Italian fabrics and fashions to the at- 
tention not only of specialists in these 


Textile products; fash- | 
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Washington Site of Magnesium Show 


The First International Magnesium 
Exposition will be held at the National 


Guard Armory, Washington, D. C., 
March 31-April 2, 1953, under the spon- 
sorship of the Magnesium Association, 
122 East Forty-second Street, New 
York 17, N.Y. 

The primary purpose of this exposi- 
tion is educational, to demonstrate to 
the designer and engineer both civilian 
and military, that magnesium is a struc- 
tural metal governed by the same prin- 
ciples of design, fabrication, production, 
and finish as are wood, steel, copper, 
and aluminum. 


Foreign exhibitors are invited. Cana- 
da, England, France, Norway, and 
Sweden are expected to participate. 
Approximately 41 industrial exhibitors 
will occupy 25,000 square feet, and Mil- 
itary Services and Government agencies 
will occupy another 25,000 square feet, 
according to the organizers. 


It is reported that the Armed Forces 
exhibits will emphasize the wide use of 
lightweight magnesium military equip- 
ment. Magnesium has become one of 
the most important defense materials 
because of the increasing need for 
weight reduction in airborne and man- 
borne equipment. 


Of special interest to the consuming 
public will be exhibits of industrial and 
consumer products by numerous U. S. 
manufacturers. Foreign exhibitors are 





fields but also to a large international 
general public. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Office of 
the Commercial Counselor, Italian Em- 
bassy, 1601 Fuller Street, NW., Wash- 
ington, D. C, 





More Participation Expected 


The International Samples Fair at 
Valencia, Spain, is held annually, May 
1-15. Fair officials estimate an overall 
increase of 10 percent in the number 
of exhibitors and the value of merchan- 
dise on exhibit in the 1953 Valencia 
Fair, which ranks second to the Bar- 
celona Fair. 

The Valencia fair in 1952 was host 
to more than 354,000 visitors, of whom 
some 4,200 were foreign. Among the 
1,639 exhibitors were 598 from 16 for- 
eign countries, France leading, with 157; 
followed by Germany, with 133; Great 
Britain, 112; Sweden, 51; Switzerland, 
44; and the United States, 39. 

The number of exhibitors was sub- 
stantially increased over the 1,117 ex- 
hibitors in the 1951 fair, of whom .387 
were foreign, including 15 from the 
United States. 

The value of merchandise exhibited 
at the 1952 fair totaled 87,348,902 
(40 pesetas=US$1), of which 
61,980,257 pesetas was in foreign goods, 
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in Valencia Spring Fair 


compared with a total value of 55,331,- 
722 pesetas at the 1951 fair and 35,- 
124,006 pesetas in foreign goods. The 
value of U. S. exhibits rose.from 952,- 
844 pesetas in the 1951 fair to 4,035,707 
pesetas in the 1952 event. 

Commodities attracting particular in- 
terest included automotive and trans- 
port vehicles and equipment; numerous 
types of machinery; office machines; 
radio and photographic equipment; 
home appliances; medical and surgical 
eqiupment and supplies; household and 
office furniture; and craftsmanship 
articles. 

Information on this fair: was pub- 
lished in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
November 17, 1952, page 25. 

Further information on this event 
may be had from the U. S. Representa- 
tive, Antonio B. Caragol, 121 Broad 
Street, New York 4, N. Y., or from the 
Office of the Commercial Attache, Span- 
ish Embassy, 2558 Massachusetts Av 
nue, NW., Washington, D. C. : 


expected to show military, industrial, 
and consumer products made from mag- 
nesium. Among them will be a new aill- 
magnesium automobile body, shown in 
this country for the first time. 

Actual demonstrations of manufac- 
turing processes for magnesium will be 
conducted in the central area of the 
exhibition hall. These will include weld- 
ing, deep drawing, tube bending, impact 
extrusion, continuous X-ray inspection, 
high temperature tensile testing, and 
electrolytie coating. j 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from C. H. Corey, 
Chairman, Exposition Committee, Inter- 
national Magnesium Exposition, 261 
Constitution Ave., Washington 1, D. C. 





Switzerland Displays 
Office Appliances 


The Office Equipment Exposition (In- 
ternational}, under the auspices cf 
the Schweizerischer Burofach-Verband 
(Swiss Office Appliance Association), 
pe held in Zurich, September 10-14, 
1952. 


The exposition, or “Bufa,” is held 
every 2 years. Only members of the 
associatiom may exhibit, but the 62 
members represent nearly all the well- 
known Swiss and foreign brands of office 
machinery and other office appliances. 


“Bufa” presented a _ representative 
cross section of office appliances manu- 
factured in the principal producing 
countries, such as Switzerland, the 
United States, England, France, Ger- 
many, Italy, and Sweden. 

Approximately 18,000 visitors viewed 
the displays of 57 exhibitors, among 
whom were 4 from local branches or 
subsidiaries of American companies. 
About 20 local firms also exhibited 
American products. 

Commodities on display included cal- 
culating and adding machines (32 
makes); accounting, billing, and punch- 
card machines (23 makes); typewriters 
(16 makes); addressing machines, dupli- 
cating machines, as well as numerous 
other types of office machines and 
equipment. 

Displays reported to have aroused 
most interest included new fields of 
application of. the punch-card systems; 
American remote control dictation 
equipment; 90-second photocopying . 
demonstration with an automatic and 
a hand model; a typewriter accessory 
for measuring and controlling typing 
speed and regularity to help typists 
perfect their typing. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the President, 
Ernst Jost, Schewizerischer Burofach- 
Verband, Sihlstrass 1, Zurich, Switzer- 
land, or from the Legation of Switzer- 
land, 2900 Cathedral Avenue, Washing- 
ton, D. C. -. 

















U. S. Foreign-Trade Pattern Shifts 


The geographic distribution of United States foreign trade in 
1952 differed in several significant respects from that prevailing in 
1951. On the whole, the shifts in the pattern which occurred in 1952 
were in the direction of better balanced economic relationships between 
the United States and the other major trading areas of the world. 


The outstanding change was the 
sharp drop in nonmilitary exports to 
Western Europe, from $4.2 billion in 
1951 to $3.4 billion last year. Shipments 
to Latin America declined by 6 per- 
cent to $3.7 billion, and those to the 
Far East (exclusive of military goods) 
also showed a moderate decrease. The 
value of exports to Canada, on the 
other hand, rose to $3 billion, as com- 
pared with $2.7 billion in 1951. 

Shipments of military supplies by 
the Department of Defense under the 
Mutual Security Program, predomi- 
nantly to Western Europe, amounted 
to about $2 billion in 1952—nearly 
double the preceding year’s total. In- 
clusive of such shipments, which do not 
require dollar financing by foreign 
countries, both total United States ex- 
ports and exports to Europe, at $15.2 
billion and $5.1 billion, respectively, 
were very close to the corresponding 
1951 figures. 


Imports From Far East Drop - 

In the import trade, the salient shift 
in the geographic distribution from 
1951 to 1952 was a 16 percent de- 
crease—from $2.3 billion to $1.9 billion— 
in the value of goods coming from the 
Far East (including Australia and 
Oceania). 

Changes in the value of merchandise 
supplied by each other major area were 
relatively minor. The total for all prod- 
u¢ts reteived from Europe declined 
somewhat, whereas purchases from 
countries of the Western Hemisphere 
advanced moderately. 

The varying movements of United 
States exports to and imports from 
each of the major geographic areas gave 
rise to several significant shifts in 
regional balances of trade. The excess 
of nonmilitary merchandise exports to 
Europe over imports from that area 
dropped by one-third, from $2.1 bil- 
lion’in 1951 to $1.4 billion in 1952, and 
the United States export surplus in 
trade with Latin America, which had 
amounted to $0.4 billion in 1951, vir- 
tually disappeared last year. 

These declines were only partially 
offset by an increase in the surplus of 
exports to Canada and a shift from 
a small import balance to a small 
export balance in commodity trans- 


Foreign trade figures cited in this article 
(including tables) have been_ prepared by 
the U. 8S. Trade Statistics. Section. Office 
of International Trade, from basic data 
tabulated by the Bureau of the Census. 
Annual 1952 figures by countries will appear 
in the International e Statistics section 
of an early issue of Foreign Commerce 
Weekly. 
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actions with the Far East. Exports to 
Africa and the Near East in 1952 
exceeded the corresponding imports by 
about the same margin as in 1951, re- 
flecting little change in the annual 
value of shipments in either direction. 


Trade Balances Decline 


, Although the overall excess of non- 
military exports over imports for the 
whole of last year was only moderately 
below that of the preceding year, the 
decline which occurred from the begin- 
ning to the end of 1952 was quite 
pronounced. From a peak annual rate of 
$5.3 billion in the fourth quarter of 
1951, this surplus dropped rapidly to 
an annual rate of only $1 billion in 
the third quarter of 1952 before edging 
back upward from that low level in the 
fourth quarter. 


These short-term changes in the 
United States merchandise trade bal- 
ance refiected primarily the marked 
shrinkage of United States exports 
during the spring and summer of 1952 
(reviewed in the March 2 issue of 
Foreign Commerce Weekly), and fol- 
lowed.a generally similar course for 
each of the major trading areas ex- 
cept Canada. 


Nonmilitary exports to Europe started 
falling somewhat earlier in 1952 than 
those to Latin America or the Far 
East, and their level during the second 
half of the year was lower by com- 
parision with the latter half of 1951 
than were exports to either of the 
other areas. By the second quarter, 
however, shipments to both Latin 
America and the Far East were also 
dropping substantially, and these de- 
clines were accentuated in the third 
quarter, Like exports to Europe, those 


to Latin America and to the Far East 
recovered appreciably in the fourth 
quarter, but remained far below their 
respective levels a year earlier. This 
was especially true of exports to the 
Far East. 


In contrast, exports to Canada did 
not reach their peak until the second 
quarter of 1952, and though decreasing 
moderately thereafter, they continued 
throughout the latter half of the year 
at a rate well above that prevailing at 
its beginning. Consequently, the United 
States export surplus in trade with 
Canada was only a little smaller in 
the second half of 1952 than in the first 
half, whereas the movements of trade 
balances with Western Europe, Latin 
America, and the Far East were all 
very sharply downward over the same 
period. With Latin America, in fact, a 
substantial import surplus emerged 
after midyear. 

While these differences between the 
first and second halves of last year in 
regional trade balances with the United 
States stemmed mainly from the drop 
in United States exports, they also 
reflected moderate semiannual increases 
in United States imports from all major 
areas except the Far East. The July- 
December total from the latter area 
was depressed by the much lower 
prices and the reduced volume of crude 
rubber imported after midyear, 


European Markets Contract 


Variance among the principal trading 
areas of the world as to the direction 
and degree of change in effective de- 
mand for United States exports from 
1951 to 1952 reflected differences in 
both the international financial positions 
and the domestic economic situations of 
leading countries in each region. 

In Europe, the precariously low level 
of gold and dollar reserves and the re- 
strictive actions taken to protect them, 
the widespread tightening of internal 
monetary and fiscal policies, the slack- 
ening of production in consumer goods 


Table 1.—U. 8. Foreign Trade, by Areas: 1951 and 1952 
{In billions of dollars] 











Excess of 

Exports inel. General exports (+) 

Area reexports imports or imports (—) 

1951 1952 1951 1952 1951 1952 

ES ae OY SPEC PC Re Sea 15.0 ’ 15.2 4.0 +4.5 
Bacluding MEP 3 .ccccccccscocescscscsescteces 14.0 13.2 11.0 10.7 By +2. 
WHMUREIE TAT ORS | oan. ccccescitescckccctiscccses 5.1 3.0 3. 
\ Excluding MSP 3 ........csscscscscsscsecesee 4.2 as ~~ br kt 
ee I i iiicccsitscndemcinnsipsiabilse 3.9 8.5 3.6 + .4 +( 
CORED encctcsciscscsicn 2.7 2.3 2.4 + 4 + 
RE eR he Pent Ree 3.3 3.4 + .2 + 
Bacluding MSP ® .......cccvctisseseseceeses we, aD o1 a7 + dl + 
TE aicecchsctiviitadendtedntinn 21 2.3 1.9 — 1 + 
Near East and Africa‘ .......... .9 8 8 + .1 + 


4 Excluding Department of Defense shipments of grant aid military equipment and sup- 
plies under the Mutual Security Program. 


* Excess of exports of less than $0.05 billion. 


* Excludes MSP shipments of military supplies other than to Western Europe. 
* Excludes “special category’’ exports; i.e., those which, on security grounds, are not 


reported by area of . destination. 
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industries, the improved prospects for 
non-dollar grain supplies, and the ex- 
istence of sizable inventories of some 
types of United States merchandise all 
contributed to the substantial reduction 
in purchases from this country which 
took place during 1952. 

The principal commodities involved, 
as shown in table 2, were cotton, wheat, 
tobacco, and vegetable oils and oil- 
seeds, among the agricultural products, 
and coal, chemicals, and petroleum 
products in the nonagricultural group. 

Declines of 27 to 35 percent were 
recorded for each of the above-men- 
tioned items except vegetable oils and 
oilseeds, for which the drop exceeded 
50 percent. Iron and steel-mill products 
and machinery were the only important 
classes of goods shipped to Europe on 
a larger scale in 1952 than in 1951. 

United States exports to a number 
of the important trading nations of 
Latin America and the Far East were 
also restrained by the dollar exchange 
stringencies which developed early last 
year, after some of these countries had 
stepped up their buying of United 
States goods to levels well beyond their 
capacity to pay on a sustained basis. 


Latin American Trends Mixed 


Several of the leading American Re- 
publics, however, enjoyed sufficiently 
favorable dollar earnings and reserve 
positions to permit substantial main- 
tenance or even expansion of their 
purchases here. 

There were proportionately large de- 
creases in trade with Brazil, Argen- 
tina, Uruguay, and Chile, but the 1952 


decline in total United States exports 
to Latin America was fairly moderate. 
Commodity-wise it stemmed primarily 
from cutbacks of about one-fourth each 
in shipments of automobiles and chem- 
ical products, only partly counter- 
balanced by the rise in exports of 
wheat, especially to Brazil, as the re- 
sult of a disastrous crop year in Argen- 
tina. 


Other leading items in the trade, 
including textile manufactures, iron and 
steel, petroleum products, and ma- 
chinery, showed little change from 1951 
to 1952. 


Other Changes Noted 


A shift in commodity composition— 
from consumption goods to developmen- 
tal goods—was the principal feature 
of last year’s changes in United States 
exports to the Far East, as well as to 
the Near East-African area. There were 
striking increases in shipments of ma- 
chinery to both of these regions, where- 
as shipments of textile manufactures 
fell off by about one-third and one- 
half, respectively, and those of raw 
cotton to the Far East decreased by 
more than 10 percent. Another shift 
of considerable magnitude, though of 
different character, was that in exports 
of grain to the latter area, which in- 
cluded smaller amounts of wheat but 
much larger quantities of rice than 


in 1951. 
Canadian Position Strong 


Unlike much of the rest of the 
world, Canada had in 1952 an abun- 
dance Of dollar exchange, as well as 


Table 2.—U. S. Exports of Leading Commodities, by Area, 1951 and 1952 1 
[Value in millions of dollars] 


Commodity and year 
Agricultural commodities: 
heat and flour: 


Total Canada 


Latin Western Far 
America Europe East Other 


Changes in U. S. Imports 
From 1951 to 1952 
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487 
540 
201 
1952 246 
a oils and oilseeds: 
1951 ; s dillisclaaonapemsahianine’ 260 
SIEBER E ee Ca ee 164 
Tobacco and manufactures: 
SINE on on cotccanashailindhalidahuspiaatosrediobainibansseseinaiianeth 
1952 


Cotton, ‘unmanufactured: 
IEE. haraseeneegdatnepeds 
1952 


Nonagricultural commodities: 
Textile manufactures: 














BSNS oe oer reNcrs: 663 
at and rel ated ‘Products: 
‘ 1962 siibiaics wcssiiageneibiiastiaueiabee 510 
Petroleum and. products: 2 
RRR ce anes eee 585 
1952 577 
Iron and steel-mill products: 
RR Rees See Aare 611 
1952 722 
Machinery, electrical and industrial: ? ose 
Secesoceoccocescccccocccecccecesebesouscocceboesessescoetleteecesee® of 
1952 on. 
Automobiles, parts 1 ‘and accessories: ? 
1951 os es OEE GE rere 
1952 an 988 
Chemicals and related ‘products: cx 
RII sx covvenchisosadonmanssuntnelagibinaetiaesmsaesaesiaibaiiarttan ne 981 
RIE ssconsouscapescsossenscntocdapdeoenianinaiiinnaslicaiecstdixal - 801 


1 Exports of United States merchandise, 
2 Excludes ‘‘special category’’ items. 
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122 507 1 64 
2 227 366 337 90 
2 95 242 109 10 
2 82 232 196 8 
83 59 40 16 ; 
109 72 49 18 
35 23 141 51 10 
34 22 63 39 6 
3 24 267 64 25 
3 25 174 79 24 
88 38 668 343 10 
53 19 487 7 7 
100 249 123 226 122 
125 236 78 159 65 
256 33 288 18 10 
246 26 203 30 6 
150 126 174 94 40 
164 137 120 103 53 
190 218 88 54 61 
214 227 169 58 53 
437 7 396 176 141 
543 727 458 244 181 
233 598 126 105 13 
245 437 99 90 16 
155 416 220 142 48 
165 322 150 118 46 


Imports from the Far East dropped 
sharply in value... 


MILLIONS OF DOLLARS 
DECREASE INCREASE 





FESS EJ q rom 








chiefly as a result of the lower 
rubber wid wool prices 


MILLIONS Of DOLLARS 
DECREASE INCREASE 














$3-32-8 





a strong and expanding internal econ- 
omy. These circumstances led to a 
substantial growth of its purchases from 
the United States in a year when 
sales of United States merchandise in 


other principal foreign markets were 
contracting. 


Machinery and equipment for ex- 
pansion of Canadian industrial capac- 
ity accounted for the most important 
share of the increase, but the upward 
trend pervaded most commodity groups, 
including automobiles, chemicals, and 
even textile manufactures. For none 
of the last three items was there a 
rise in United States exports to any 
other major area. 


Price Declines Hit Far East 


The outstanding change in the origin 
of United States imports last year— 
the reduction in the share received 
from the Far East—was largely the 
result of lower prices for rubber. and 
wool. On the average, 1952 prices of 
these two leading Far Eastern products 
were 30 percent and nearly 50 percent, 
respectively, below 1951 levels. Ac- 
cordingly, even though imports for con- 
sumption of both rubber and wool from 
the area showed moderate increases in 

(Continued on Page 29) 
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Turkey Plans Two New 
Chemical Factories 


The Eti Bank, Ankara, Turkey, wishes 
to receive bids, from qualified and ex- 
perienced firms only, for construction of 
a sulfuric-acid plant at the Murgul cop- 
per smelter and a superphosphate plant 
at Hopa. Bids for the project will be 
accepted in Ankara until June 15. 


Cost of the project is estimated at 
$8,000,000.- Anticipated annual produc- 
tion is 156,000 tons and 46,000 tons re- 
spectively, of sulfuric acid and triple- 
superphosphate. Installations to be 
erected and/or delivered, and related 
work, comprise six individual units, 
briefly described as follows: 


e A roasting plant for treatment of 
copper concentrates, and dust-collecting 
equipment and accessories to be used in 
conjunction with existing smelter in- 
stallations. 


e@ A sulfuric-acid plant to treat SO, 
containing roaster and converter gases, 
gas flues between this plant and the 
smelter, and accessories pertaining to 
these installations. 

@ Installations and accessories.neces- 
sary to treat and render harmless to 
surrounding vegetation the SO, contain- 
ing reverberatory furnace gases. 

@ A superphosphate plant and ac- 
cessories at Hopa, for making granu- 
lated and triple variety of superphos- 
phate fertilizer (sulfuric acid for this 
plant will be obtained from the Murgul 
plant, and phosphate rock from North 
Africa). 

@ Storage tanks in Murgul and Hopa, 
for storing sulfuric acid, together with 
connection pipes, pumps, valves, cocks, 
and the like. 

@ Tanker trucks for transporting acid 
from Murgul to Hopa. 

Full details are contained in a set of 
documents, including technical specifica- 
tions, general bidding conditions, and 
related maps, available for review pur- 
poses on loan from the Commercial In- 
telligence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Firms desiring to establish their tech- 
nical competence, with a view to being 
listed by the Eti Bank as qualified bid- 
ders for the project, should write direct 
to the Eti Bank, Ankara, Turkey. 


New Zealand Invites Bids 
For Power Equipment 


Bids are invited until June 23, by the 
State Hydroelectric Department, Well- 
ington, New Zealand, for the supply and 
delivery of two 30,000 kv.-a. 110/33 kv. 
transformer banks and spare units. This 
equipment is for use at the Henderson 
and Albany substations. 

Specifications are available for re- 
view purposes on loan from the Com- 





Diesel Generators To 


Be Imported by Chile 


Chile is taking definite action to 
solve the shortage of electric power for 
Santiago, Valparaiso, and neighboring 
districts by acquiring diesel generators, 
preferably of small capacity per unit. It 
is not certain whether the importation 
of these generators will be made by the 
Government itself or by the Corporacion 
de Fomento, an autonomous Govern- 
ment organization. The generators are 
being sought in various countries, in- 
cluding the United States. 

The theory behind the emergency plan 
is that if the 40,000-kilowatt deficit can 
be supplied by diesel generators, the 
damage that would be caused by the 
necessity to ration electric power this 
coming winter will be avoided. This 
plan will bridge the gap between this 
coming winter and the time when the 
Government's hydroelectric plant at 
Los Cipreses will be ready to deliver ap- 
proximately 40,000 kilowatts to Santi- 
ago and Valparaiso toward the latter 
part of 1954. 





Iranian Tobacco Monopoly 
Plans To Buy Equipment 


Bids are invited until: April 5, by the 
Iranian Tobacco Monopoly Institute, 
covering the supply of one horizontal 
shaping machine with automatic feed 
and maximum length of stoke 608 mm., 
complete with tool holders, one set of 
service spanners and other necessary 
accessories, and electric motor, 3-phase, 
220/380 volts, 50-cycle. 


Further information ‘concerning re- 
quirements may be obtained from the 
Iranian Embassy, 3003 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW., Washington, D. C. 


lran To Buy Equipment 
For Three Cotton Mills 


The Seven Year Plan Organization, 
Tehran, Iran, reportedly plans to pur- 
chase three complete sets of cotton- 
factory equipment, for spinning and 
weaving, each plant to consist of about 
30,000 spindles and 1,000 looms. Bids 
will be accepted until April 16, by the 
Commercial and Accounts Department, 
Plan Organization, Khiaban Estakhr, 
Tehran, Iran, 


Specifications and bidding conditions 
are obtainable on request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 


partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 





mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. or the New Zealand Government 
Trade Commissioner, 1346 Connecticut 
Avenue, NW., Washington 6, D. C, 


lran in Market for 


Telephone Cable 


The Provisional Board of Directors of 
the Telephone Co. of Iran, Tehran, 
wishes to receive bids, for delivery with- 
in 4 months after contract is awarded, 
covering the supply of underground 
armored cable, sheath cable, and related 
accessories. 


Approximate quantities are as fol- 
lows: Underground armored cable, 84,- 
500 meters; bare lead sheath cable, 
3,100 meters; trunk type cable, 1,275 
meters; 1 loading coil; lead joint tubes, 
in various sizes, 625; field telephone 
with magneto call, 10; self-cleaning 
blow torches for soldering, 50; string for 
cable forming, 1,100 coils; paper tubes, 
650,000; twisted twin wire for sub- 
scriber extension open lines; 350,000 
meters. 

Further information is obtainable on 
request from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bidding documents may be obtained 
from the Purchase Department, Tele- 
phone Co. of Iran, Ekbatan Avenue, 
Tehran, Iran. Bids will be accepted by 
the Telephone Co. of Iran until April 9. 
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In Foreign Countries 


Electronic Equipment: 

Canada—Cub Aircraft Co. (Manufae- 
turing Division of Transvision-Televi- 
sion (Canada), Ltd.), (manufacturer of 
electronic devices, car and domestic 
radios, television receivers; engages in 
designing and tooling of aircraft and 
commercial and electronic devises, 
welding, fabrication, machining, and as- 
sembling), P. O. Box 488, Hamilton, 
Ontario, is interested in obtaining U. S. 
production rights for the manufacture 
and sale in Canada of mechanical and/ 
or electronic products, including com- 
plete kits used for manufacturing do- 
mestic radios. 

Also, firm is interested in working 
under subcontract for American com- 
panies engaged in defense production. 


Fats and Oils: Y 


Malta—The Malta Cold Stores (en- 


gages in cold-storage business, 
manufacturer of ice), Abattoir Street, 
Marsa, is interested in obtaining U. S. 
machinery and processing techniques 
for the manufacture and distribution in 
Malta, Europe, and North Africa of 
fats, such as margarine. 


Lighting Equipment: 

Belgium — Etablissements Willocq- 
Bottin (manufacturer), 53 rue Saint 
Josse, Brussels, wishes to manufacture 
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under U. S. license in Belgium head- 
lights for automobiles, motorcycles, air- 
planes, and railway cars. Correspond- 
ence in French preferred. 
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Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature. catalogs, 
photographs, price lits, or sam- 
ples. is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol (*), 
from the Commercial Intelligence 
Division, U. Department of 
Commerce, Washington, D. C 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

France—E. Neiraud & Co. (distiller, 
wholesaler, and exporter), 72 rue Henri- 
Fichon, Cognac, Charente, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent excellent 
quality cognac and other brandies (5, 
10, 15, 20, and over 20 years of age), 
in 0.75-centiliter glass bottles, packed in 
wooden cases. Inspection available in 
Cognac, Charent, France, at buyer’s 
expense. 


Art Obects: 

Italy—Sebastiano Grasso (manufac- 
turer, export merchant), via Galatioto 
11, Catania, offers to export direct or 
through agent hand-made ceramic fig- 
urines (12 centimeters or 4.7 inches in 
height), particularly subjects of Sicilian 
folklore, export vaule $3,000 to 4,000. 


Bamboo Products: 

Japan—-T. Murakami & Co. (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 1-chome, Mat- 
subaracho, Shimizu-shi, Shizuoka-ken, 
offers to export direct first-grade bam- 
boo plant stakes (3,000,000), bamboo 
shoehorns (2,000,000), and 15,000 square 


feet monthly of plywood made of bam- 
boo. 


Brushes: 

Germany—ACO., G.m.b.H. (manufac- 
turer), 237 Duisburger Strasse, Muel- 
heim-Ruhr, offers to export direct or 
through agent shampoo brushes for 


atuomobiles. Illustrated leaflet (in Ger- 


man) available.* 


Chemicals: 

Netherlands—N. V. Nederland Oost- 
zee Handel Mij..Nedo (export and com- 
mission merchant, wholesaler), 2a Dam, 
Amsterdam, offers to export direct or 
through agent 10-ton lots of potassium 
ferricyanide crystals and °50-ton lots 
of barium carbonate, precipitated 98 
to 100 percent, BaCo;. Samples avail- 
able from Netherlands firm. 


Clothing and Accessories: 

Germany—Frottierweberei Heubach- 
Spiesshofer & Braun (manufacturer), 
Heubach, Wuerttemberg, offers to ex- 
port direct terry-cloth articles, such 
as bathrobes and beach apparel and 
bibs. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Cutlery: 

France — Guillot-Bonant Coutellerie 
(manufacturer), 11 rue d’Alger, Thiers 
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(Puy-de-Dome), offers to export direct 
multiblade pocket knives with handles 
of checkered stainless steel, imitation 
mother-of-pearl, tortoise shell, and real 
horn, as well as combination pocket 
knives and nail scissors. Correspondence 
in French preferred. 


Flowers (Artificial) : 

Japan—T. Murakami & Co. (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 1-chome, Mat- 
subaracho, Shimizu-shi, Shizuoka-ken, 
offers to export direct each month 20,- 
000 gross of first-quality artificial flow- 
ers, any type available. 


Foodstuffs: 
England—Simpsons Pure Sweets 
(Leeds), Ltd. (manufacturer), Lees 


Yard, Meadow Lane, Leeds, Yorkshire, 
offers to export direct toffees, boiled 
sweets, and chocolates. Samples and 
prices available from English firm. 


Iraq— Dates Industries Co., Ltd. 
(manufacturer), Damirji Building, 
Bank St., Baghdad, offers to export 


direct or through agent 1,000 tons 
minimum of grades AA and AB natural 
concentrated date juice. Analysis by 
Iraq Ministry of Health available.* 

Japan—The Fuji Co., Ltd. (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 35 Kitabancho, 
ShizuoKa-shi, Shizuoka-ken, offers to 
export direct or through agent 1,000,000 
pounds of green teas (pan fired, basket 
fired, nibs, shiftings, and Chum Mee). 
Quality inspection gratis before ship- 
ment by Shizuoka branch of the Ex- 
port. Commodities Inspection Offfice, 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 
Shizuoka, Japan. 

Japan—Japan Green Tea Co., Ltd. 
(exporter and manufacturer), 83 Shin- 
mei-cho, Shizuoka-shi, Shizuoka-ken, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
60,000 100-pound cases yearly of all 
kinds of green and black tea. Inspec- 
tion by the Far East Superintendence 
Co. at seller’s factory or warehouse at 
buyer’s expense. 


Spain—Hijos de Pedro Muerza, S.L. 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, and export- 
er), 6 Av. de Franco, San Adrian, 
Navarra, offers to export direct or 





Belgian Firm To Sell 
Assembly Facilities 


Workshops, offices, equipment, 
and installations of a Belgian ship- 
repairing firm, now liquidated, are 
offered for sale to an American 
manufacturer who may be inter- 
ested in establishing an assembly 
plant in Western Europe. 

The facilities are reported to be 
situated near the port of Antwerp 
and, according to the seller, would 
be particularly adaptable for as- 
sembling automobiles. 

Further information may be ob- 
tained from S.A. The Engineering 
Co., 19 rue des Indes, Antwerp, 
Belgium. 
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through agent approximately 5,000 50- 
tin cases of canned vegetables and 
fruits, including pimientos, asparagus, 
artichokes, peas, tomatoes, marmalade, 
apricots, plums, and strawberries. The 
Provincial Sanitary Department issues 
certificates of inspection as to condi- 
tion of merchandise. 


Forrest Products: 


Denmark—Danish Ex- and Import 
Service (Danexim), (sales agent, ex- 
porter), 22 Klokkestbergade, Slagélse, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
all types of first-class plywood, suit- 
able for the furniture and aircraft in- 
dustries. 


Philippines, Republic of the—Valder- 
rama Lumber Manufacturers Co., Inc. 
(manufacturer, exporter, and whole- 
saler), P.O. Box 157, Bacolod City, 
Negros Occidental, offers to export 
direct sawn lumber (No. 1 common 
and better), according to standards of 
the National Hardwood Lumber As- 
sociation, U.S.A., and logs (peeler and 
veneer Nos. 1, 2, 3, and saw logs), 
according to Brereton scale and Philip- 
pine Bureau of Forestry specifications. 
Philippine Bureau of Forestry inspects, 
grades, and issues certificate for all 
lumber and logs, cost depending on 
contract. 

Handicraft: 

British East Africa—C. P. Trading 
Co. (export merchant), Post Office Box 
2646, Nairobi, Kenya, offers to export 
direct African native wood carvings, 
including elephant bookends, salad sets, 
warrior with spear and shield, and 
hanging head, as well as native drums, 
beads, and other native work. Photo- 
graph and price quotations available.* 

Hardware: 

Sweden—Gotarps Fabriks AB., Ex- 
portkontoret (mianufacturer), 18 Norr 
Malarstrand, Stockholm, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent each 
month 15,000 boxes (100 per box) of 


first-class thumb tacks. Samples avail- 
able.* 


Household Goods: 

Germany—Frottierweberei Heubach- 
Spiesshofer & Braun (manufacturer), 
Heubach, Wuerttemberg, offers to ex- 
port direct terry-cloth articles, such 
as Turkish towels, bath towels, bath 
mats, and face cloths. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Japan—T. Murakami < Co. (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 1-chome, Mat- 
subara-cho, Shimizu-shi, Shizuoka-ken, 
offers to export direct grade A wooden 
household items, including salad bowls 
(3,000 dozen mc”:thly), chopping boards 
(1,000 sets monthly), and trays. 


Industrial Goods: 

France—Societe Muritek (manufac- 
turer), Pont des Deux Eaux, Avignon 
(Vaucluse), offers to export direct ma- 
terial woven from Spanish broom fibers 
(spartium junceum), suitable for in- 
dustrial use, especially for mine con- 
veyors. Firm claims material is very 
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strong and not subject to putrefaction. 
Labels (Woven): 
Belgium — Etiquetterie “Perfecta” 
(manufacturer), 29 Boulevard General 


Jacques, Brussels, offers to export di- 
réct each month 100,000 meters of 
woven labels. 


Machinery: 

Germany—Franz Boehm, Maschinen- 
fabrik (manufacturer), 4 Sonnenstrasse, 
Bremen, offers to export direct or 
through regional agents in New York, 
Chicago, San Francisco, and New 
Orleans, reportedly high efficiency 
woodworking machines know as Boehm 
Universal, equipped with surface planer, 
thickness planer, strap saw, mortiser, 
and bench miller, and capable of handl- 
ing wood of 41, 51, or 61 centimeters 
width. Firm claims machine performs 
15 operations. Illustrated pamphlet 
available.* 


Germany—Kulenkampff & Co. (ex- 
porter), 3 Domsheide, Bremen, offers 
to export direct or through regional 
agents in eastern, southern, mid-west- 
ern, and Pacific coast regions machine 
tools; general, power, and electrical 
machinery and equipment; and com- 
plete equipment for mining, woodwork- 
ing, and other industries. Machinery 
may be inspected at exporter’s ware- 
house or manufacturer’s plant. 

Netherlands—L.~ Muller Ingenieurs- 
bureau (export merchant), 43 Ir. Schef- 
ferlaan, Hengelo, offers to export di- 


rect or through agent “Accurata” 
pneumatic seam ironers. [Illustrated 
literature available.* 

Metals: 

England—Bocoli (Birmingham) (ex- 


port merchant), 95 Dartmouth Street, 
West Bromwich, Staffordshire, offers to 
export direct rhodium steel, steel scrap, 
ferromolybdenum, and pure molyb- 
denum. 


Minerals and Ores: 

Australia—SCANIMPORT (importer, 
exporter, indentor), 5 Hamilton Street, 
Sydney, offers to export direct manga- 
nese ore, 5,000 and 8,000 long tons 
available during April and May 1953, 
respectively. Inspection by the General 
Cargo Superintendence, 255 George 
Street, Sydney, Australia, Interested 
U. S. firms requested to cable bona fide 
offers (cable address: SCANIMPORT, 
Sydney). Further information, including 
analysis and price quotations, available.* 

England—Oakland Metal Co., Ltd. 
(export merchant), 94 New Bond 
Street, London, W.1, offers to export 
direct ilmenite, kyanite, and Ceylon and 
Bavarian graphite. 

Union of South Africa—The Asbestos 
Mining & Supply Corp., Ltd. (producer), 
P.O. Box 116, Johannesburg, offers to 
export direct chrysolite, mainly spin- 
ning and filter grades, and Transvaal 
blue and amosite fibers. 


Molds: 
Israel — Schlesinger & Waldmann 
(manufacturer), 10 Hasharon Street, 
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Tel Aviv, offers to export direct or 
through agent molds for the plastics 
industry. 


Motion Pictures: 

Italy—-Meyer Bros., Ltd., Societa Fin- 
anziaria Commerciale Internazionale 
(prospective exporter, commission mer- 
chant, and agent), 5 via Convertite, 
Rome, offers to export direct or through 
agent high-quality motion pictures, in- 
cluding documentaries and shorts. 

Optical Goods: 

France—Marcel Grasset (manufac- 
turer), 12 Quai de la Sarsouille, Oyon- 
nax (Ain), offers to export direct plastic 
and celluloid eyeglass or sunglass 
frames, quantity according to orders. 


Paper Products: , 

Japan—T. Murakami & Co. (manu- 
facturer and exporter), 1-chome, Mat- 
subaracho, Shimizu-shi, Shizuoka-ken, 
offers to export direct each month 5,000 
rolis of grade-A wallpaper. 


Shoe Findings: 

Sweden—Gotarps Fabriks AB., Ex- 
portkontoret (manufacturer), 18 Norr 
Malarstrand, Stockholm, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent each 
month 3,000,000 boot and shoe lacing 
hooks and rings. Price list and samples 
available.* 


Sweden—Gotarps Fabriks AB., Ex- 
portkontoret (manyfacturer), 18 Norr 
Malarstrand, Stockholm, offers to ex- 
port direct each month 2,000 kilograms 
of rubber-heel washers, made accord- 


ing to U. S. specifications. Samples 
available from Swedish firm. 
Sporting Goods . 
Japan—T. Murakami & Co. (manu- 


facturer and exporter), 1-chome, Matsu- 
bara-cho, Shimizu-shi, Shizuoka-ken, of- 
fers to export direct each month 100,000 
gross of fish hooks, 3,000 fishing rods, 
and 1,000,000 fishing poles of grade-A 
quality. 


Textiles: 

Belgium — Roose & Van Damme 
(commission merchant), 9 rue des Par- 
oissiens, Brussels, offers to export di- 
rect each month 100,000 yards of greige 
goods, American and African ‘prints, 
khaki and white drills, ginghams, sheet- 
ings, shirtings, Khangas, indigo blues, 
tropical seconds, and remnants. 


Toys: 

Switzerland—SOVICO S. A. (agent, 
wholesaler, manufacturer), 14 bis Place 
St. Francois, Lausanne, offérs to export 
direct or through agent medium and 
high quality toys, including children’s 
construction sets and calculating ma- 
chines, and novelties. 


Waste Products: 

Germany—Hugo Hensel & Co. (ex- 
porter and manufacturer), 8 Langen- 
strasse, Bremen, offers to export direct 
or through agent wool noils, wool waste, 
sorted wool rags, pulled (torn-up) rags 
(Reisswolle), and pulled and carded rags 
(droussierte Reiss wolle). Inspection 
available at firm’s place of business. 


Welding Electrodes: 

Sweden — Tofteverken, Carlstrom & 
Co. (manufacturer), Skillingaryd, offers 
to export direct or through agent an- 
nually approximately 500,000 electrodes 
for manganese steel (12 to 14 percent) 
and 1,000,000 electrodes for cast iron. 
Descriptive price leaflet available.* 





EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 


Air Conditioning: 

Canada—Hamilton Automatic Heat- 
ing Units, Ltd. (manufacturer of fur- 
nances and sheet-metal products; manu- 
facturer’s agent), 507 James Street, 
North, Hamilton, Ontario, wishes to pur- 
chase direct air-conditioning units and 
equipment. 


Chemicals: 

France—Bonnet & Cie. (commission 
merchant), 22 rue Haxo, Marseille 
(Bouches-du-Rhone), wishes to purchase 
direct or obtain agency for chemical 
products and plastic raw materials. 











Clothing and Accessories: 

Netherlands—Corsettenfabriek “Dul- 
co” N.V. (manufacturer of corsets and 
accessories, wholesaler), 1-3 Regentes- 
seplein, The Hague, wishes to purchase 
direct nylon stockings, nylon underwear 
for ladies, and first- and second-quality 
elastic fabrics used in the manufacture 
of corsets. 


Fibers: 

France—Bonnet & Cie. (commission 
merchant), 22 rue Haxo, Marseille 
(Bouches-du-Rhone), wishes to purchase 
direct or obtain agency for various types 
of vegetable and synthetic fibers. 


Foodstuffs: 
France—Bonnet & Cie. (commission 
merchant), 22 rue Haxo, Marseille 


(Bouches-du-Rhone), wishes to purchase 
direct or obtain agency for molasses. 

Persian Gulf—Haji Khalil Haji Mur- 
teza Dawani & Sons (importer of con- 
fections, canned goods, rice, wheat, fiour, 
textiles, soaps, and chemicals; exporter 
of hides, skins, and copper and brass 
scrap), Post Office Box No. 87, Manama, 
Bahrein Islands, wishes to purchase di- 
rect or obtain agency for rice, wheat 
flour, canned fruits, and fruit juices. 


Heating Eqiupment: 
Canada—Hamilton Automatic Heat- 
ing Units, Ltd. (manufacturer of fur- 


naces and sheet-metal products for heat- - 


ing industry; manufacturer’s agent), 507 
James Street, North Hamilton, Ontario, 
wishes to purchase direct oil burners, 
furnances and equipment, and fittings. 


Machinery: 

France—Bonnet & Cie. (commission 
merchant), 22 rue Haxo, Marseille 
(Bouches-du-Rhone), wishes to purchase 
direct or obtain agency for agricultural 
machinery (tractors and_ scrapers), 
earth-moving and road-building equip- 
ment, and machine tools. 
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Syria—Ibrahim Toufic Hachem, P. O. 
Box 2251, Damascus, wishes to purchase 
direct equipment for pasteurizing, re- 
frigerating, and bottling milk and manu- 
facturing cheese and ice cream. Mr. 
Hachem has expressed an interest in 
serving a short apprenticeship with the 
firm from which the equipment is pur- 
chased with a view to learning its in- 
stallation and operation. 

World Trade Directory Repcrt not ap- 
plicable as firm has not yet been estab- 
lished. 


Motion-Picture Equipment: 


Italy—Meyer Bros., Ltd. Societa 
Finanziaria Commerciale Internazionale 
(prospective importer, commission mer- 
chant, and agent), 5 via Convertite, 
Rome, wishes to purchase direct or 
through agent standard-type motion- 
picture equipment. 


Tobacco: 
France—Bonnet & Cie. (commission 
merchant), 22 rue Haxo, Marseille 


(Bouches-du-Rhone), wishes to purchase 
direct or obtain agency for green to- 
bacco. 


Waste Products: 


Germany—Hugo Hensel & Co. (im- 
porter and processor), 8 Langenstrasse, 
Bremen, wishes to purchase direct un- 
processed and unsorted wool rags, in- 
cluding white rags. 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Chemicals and Pharmaceuticals: 

Italy — Falferi-de Secondi Dr. Ric- 
cardo (agent), 12 Corso Giuseppe 
Gobetti, Turin, wishes to obtain agency 
for pharmaceutical specialties and chem- 
ical products used for pharmaceutical 
preparations, 


Feathers: 


Hong Kong—C. C. Tung & Co. (im- 
porting distributor and manufacturer’s 
agent), French Bank Building, 2nd floor, 
Hong Kong, wishes to obtain agency for 
feathers and parts, suitable for sorting 
and assembling into Indian headdresses, 
which would be returned to U. S. sup- 
plier for selling purposes. 


Floor Coverings: 


Venezuela—Flavio F. Cabral (sales 
agent), San Miguel a San Narciso No. 
50, Caracas, wishes to obtain agency for 
plastic felt floor covering, similar to li- 
noleum. 


Notions and Novelties: 

Germany—Franksmann & Schweizer 
K. G. (manufacturer’s agent) (no street 
address required), Freren Bez. Osna- 
brueck, wishes to obtain agency for 
novelties. 

Union of South Africa—C. L. Konings 
(manufacturer’s representative), P.O. 
Box 5398, Johannesburg, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for sewing-machine needles, 
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Plastic Articles: 


Switzerldnd—SOVICO S.A. (import- 
ing distributor, agent, manufacturer), 
14 bis Place St. Francois, Lausanne, 
wishes to obtain agency for plastic 
toys and novelties. 


Raw Materials: 

Belgiwm—Walter Koch (commission 
merchant), 221 Avenue Winston Church- 
hill, Brussels, wishes to obtain agency 
for special raw materials for the manu- 
facture of feedstuffs. 


Textiles: 

Germany—Franksmann & Schweizer 
K.G. (manufacturer’s agent) (no street 
address required), Freren Bez. Osna- 
brueck, wishes to obtain agency for wool 
and cotton cloth and synthetic textiles, 
suitable for ladies’ and men’s suits, 
hosiery, and knit goods. 

Union of South Africa—C, L. Konings 
(manufacturer’s representative), P.O. 
Box 5398, Johannesburg, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for textiles, including che- 
nille goods. 


Tobacco: 

Netherlands—Gaiser & Co.’s Centrale 
Tabakshandel, N.V. (wholesaler, export- 
er), 202-204 O.Z. Achterburgwal, Am- 
sterdam, wishes to obtain agency for 
Virginia and Maryland tobacco, suitable 
for cigarettes and pipe tobacco. 


Tools: 

Union of South Africa—C. L. Konings 
(manufacturer’s representative), P.O. 
Box 5398, Johannesburg, wishes to ob- 
tain agency for tools, including types 
used by mechanics. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 








Iraq — Nasif Hasso, representing 
Hasso Brothers, Ltd. (department store, 


‘wholesaler, retailer, importer), Rashid 


Street, Baghdad, is ‘interested in pur- 
chasing department-store merchandise. 
Scheduled to arrive March 19, via New 
York, for a month’s visit. U. S. address: 
c/o Westinghouse Electric International 
Co., 40 Wall Street, New York, N. Y. 
Itinerary: New York and Chicago. 


Italy—Salvatore Leto di Priolo, rep- 
resenting Misal, S. A. Leto (manufac- 
turer, exporter, importer), via Vittor 
Pisani 14, Milan, is interested in estab- 
lishing a branch office on the west coast 
(probably California) for the sale in 


_ the United States of Misal’s machine 


tools. Was scheduled to arrive March 1, 
via New York, for a visit of 2 months. 
U. S. addresses: c/o Misal Machinery 
Inc., 1 East 53rd Street, New York 22, 
N. Y.; ¢/o Lionello Cozzi, 785 Market 
Street, San Francisco, Calif.; and c/o 
Mr. A. V. Giaroli, Italian Trade Com- 
missioner, 649 South Olive Street, Los 
Angeles, Calif. Itinerary: New York, 
San Francisco, and Los Angeles. Mr. 
Leto expects to be in California March 
20 to March 30, 


WORLD TRADE LEADS 


Japan—Morihisa Emori, representing 
Tozai Koeki Kaisha, Ltd., Biraku Build- 
ing, 2 Marunouchi, 1-chome, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo, is interested in promoting trade 
in wheat, coal, timber, and coal; im- 
porting grain, soybeans, and phosphate 
rock; and exporting canned foods and 
sundries. Was scheduled to arrive about 
March 3, via San Francisco, for an in- 
definite visit. U. S. address: c/o Messrs. 
John P. Herbert & Co., Inc., Exchange 
Building, Seattle 4, Wash. Itinerary: 
Pacific Coast region, and southern 
States, including Miami and New Or- 
leans. 


Netherlands — Mr. Schouten, repre- 
senting Van der Heem, N. V. (manu- 
facturer of motorized bicycles, electrical 
domestic appliances, ventilators, and 
hand tools), 254 Maanweg, The Hague, 
is interested in visiting United States 
manufacturers of electrical domestic ap- 
pliances, and in studying productivity. 
Scheduled to arrive March 16, via New 
York, for an indefinite visit. U. S. ad- 
dress: c/o United States Department of 


Commerce, 346 Broadway, New York, 
N. Y. 





TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has recently published the 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field ices. The price is 
$1 a list for each country. 


Air-Conditioning and Commercial Re- 
frigeration Equipment Importers and 
Dealers—Thailand. 

Aircraft and Aeronautical Supply and 


Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Finland. 


Aircraft and Aeronautical Supply and 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Philippines. 

Bag and Bagging Importers, Dealers, 
Manufacturers, and Exporters—Nether- 
lands. 

Commercial Fishing Companies and 
Fish Exporters—United Kingdom. 

Cooperage, Crate, and Shook- Import- 
ers and Dealers—Cuba. 

Crude Botanical Drug Producers and 
Exporters—Canada. 

Cuttlefish Bone Exporters—Portugal, 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Chile. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Haiti. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—British Honduras, 

Fruit and Nut Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Switzerland. 

Glass and Glassware Manufacturers 
and Exporters—Sweden. 

Hide and Skin Importers, Dealers 
and Exporters—Argentina. 

Hospitals—Chile. 

Instrument, Professional and Scien- 
tific, Importers and Dealers—Cuba. 


21 


= 











ee 





DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





Bolivia Increases Direct Taxes 


Bolivia has increased direct taxes on 
commercial and industrial profits, on 
income derived from capital invest- 
ments and urban properties, and on 
-rural properties, real estate transfers, 
the increment in value of real estate, 
beer, and tobacco products. This action 
was taken by a decree of January 16, 
published in the press on January 18. 

A new single tax of 25 percent, begin- 
ning with the year 1952, is substituted 
for applicable taxes and surcharges on 
commercial and industrial profits. The 
due date for presentation of balance 
sheets and income declarations is fixed 
as April 1. Fifty percent of the tax 
figured, on the basis of profits obtained 
in the preceding year, must be paid by 
March 1, and the remainder, in accord- 
ance with the balance sheets, on Sep- 
tember 1. Newly established businesses 
must make their first payment on 
April 1. 

For better control of general income 
taxes, all taxpayers who obtain income 
from any source must declare their in- 
terests and possessions as of December 
31, 1951; and income derived from liquid 
capital, formerly subject to a 15-percent 
tax, must now pay 25 percent. 

The tax rate on owner-occupied urban 
real property remains at 12 percent of 
the presumed rental, or assessed, value, 
but the rate on rental property is raised 
from 12 to 15 percent of gross income 
therefrom. Half of real estate taxes is 
payable on July 1, and the remainder 
on the following January 2. The law 
prohibits any increase in rent because 
of the tax increase. 

On rural properties the tax rate is 


Panama Modifies Its 
Bait-Fishing Law 


Panama on February 13 amended its 
bait-fishing law of December 22, 1952, 
to require that boats buy only their 
supplies in Panama and make “small 
repairs” there. 

Under the December law boats buy- 
ing bait-fishing licenses were_ required 
to purchase not only their supplies in 
Panama but also lubricants and fuels 
and to make all repairs there. 


The deletion of the requirement to 
purchase fuel in Panama is in recogni- 
tion of the fact that there is no prac- 
tical means of refueling in Panamanian 
territory. 

Fishing interests still hope that other 
aspects of the new law will be relaxed, 
particularly with reference to the cost 
of fishing licenses and the period for 
which they will be valid. 


(The law of December 22, 1952, was 
announced in Foreign Commerce Week- 
ly, Feb. 16, 1953, p. 21.) 
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increased to 8 percent of the presumed 
income of 8 percent of registered or 


transfer value. Rural propertjes were 
formerly subject, under article 12 of a 
Supreme decree of July 20, 1936, to a 
tax of 6 percent of presumed income. 


The new rate schedule on transfers of 
real estate provides for taxes of 2 per- 
cent on values up to 200,000 bolivianos; 
4 percent on those ranging from 200,000 
to 500,000 bolivianos; 6 percent on 500,- 
000 to 1,000,000 bolivianos; 8 percent on 
1 to 2 million bolivianos; and 10 percent 
on values in excess of 2 millions. This 
tax is payable by the vendors. 

A new tax of 10 percent is created on 
the increment in value (plus valia) of 
real estate, assessable on the difference 
between the registered value of the real 
estate and the value shown in the legal 
transfer documents. This tax also is 
payable by the vendors of the real 
estate. The stamp tax of 0.4 percent on 
real estate plus valia, established by 
article 25 of the law of April 22, 1941, 
is repealed by the new decree. 


A tax of 70 percent on the retail 
prices of tobacco, cigars, and cigarettes 
now replaces the 60-percent tax estab- 
lished by a law of February 7, 1945, but 
all other provisions of this law and its 
regulating decree of April 5, 1945, re- 
main in effect. 


Likewise, the tax on beer, established 
by a Supreme decree of February 12, 
1944, is increased from 2 to 3 bolivianos 
a unit of 0.66 liter regardless of the 
container. 


[These changes should be noted in the 
Department’s International Reference 
Service bulletin, “Establishing a Busi- 
ness in Bolivia,” Vol. VI, No. 43, 
June 1949.] 


Mercantile Bank of Canada 
Gets Parliament Approval 


The House of Commons on February 
13 gave final parliamentary approval to 
a bill to incorporate the Mercantile 
Bank of Canada, an institution backed 
by Netherlands capital. 


Finance Minister D. C. Abbott pre- 
dicts that the bank will add to, rather 
than subtract from, Canada’s excellent 
banking system. He said he is gratified 
that the new bank “is sponsored by 
citizens of a country with whom we 
have had long friendly relations” and 
feels that the fact that most members 
are satified that its incorporation does 
not “imply criticism of existing banks” 
by Parliament. 

Final technical approval by the Treas- 

“ury Board will be required in terms of 
compliance of the new bank with the 
provisions of the Bank Act. No compli- 
cations in the final phase are anticipated, 
—Emb., Ottawa, 








Americans in Spain.To 
Start Oil Project 


American technicians have ar- 
rived in Spain to initiate drilling 
for petroleum in the upper Ebro 
River Valley of the Province of 
Navarra, according to a Madrid 
press report. : 

These technicians are employed 
by a temporary commission estab- 
lished by the Instituto Nacional de 
Industria and American interests 
under an agreement for joint pe- 
troleum exploration. 

Much of the geophysical work 
has already been completed by 
American specialists, and drilling 
is scheduled to get under way in 
April. Two or three deep wells 
are to be drilled, and it is under- 
stood that the first will be drilled 
north of Tudela, Navarra. 

This will be the first time that 
large-scale drilling equipment will 
have been employed in Spain for 
petroleum exploration. — Emb., 
Madrid. 











Japan Promotes Use of 


Time Bills in Trade 


The Bank of Japan on February 2 
made effective an “export usance bill 
system” whereby Japanese exporters to 
the dollar and sterling areas are able to 
draw 30-. 60-, and 90-day bills of ex- 
change, based upon irrevocable letters 
of credit. 

Exporters formerly were limited in 
practice to sight bills. In principle, 
however, Japanese regulations have for 
some time permitted use of time bills 
of exchange, although exporters have 
not employed such bills because of high 
financing costs. 

Under the new arrangement Japa- 
nese foreign exchange banks will be 
able to obtain loans from the Bank of 
Japan at low rates to cover such bills 
as they may purchase. The interest rate 
is set at 1.825 percent a year for dollar 
usance bills and 2.738 percent a year 
for sterling usance bills. The foreign 
exchange banks will buy bills from ex- 
porters at a discount of 2 percent for 
90-day dollar bills and 3 percent for 
90-day ‘sterling bills. 

The Japanese hope that the system 
will help stimulate exports by assisting 
foreign importers in financing their 
imports from Japan. , 





SHEEP DIPPING facilities provided 
by the Government in British Somali- 
land are in constant use, and more pro- 
ducers are taking advantage of them. 
All but two of the stations use the new 
types of insecticides, which are proving 
much more effective than the chemicals 
used previously, 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 








Radio-Telephone Service 


Links Syria and U.S. 


The opening of a direct radio- 
telephone service from Damascus 
to the United States via Rome has 
been announced by the Syrian 
Post, Telegram, and Telephone De- 
partment. Calls may be made on 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays 
from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. The 
rates are as follows: First 3 min- 
utes, S£33.20; each additional min- 
ute S£11.10, 

All calls should be booked J 
day in advance. The Syrian tele- 
phone authorities will then con- 
tact the person in the United 
States to be called and advise him 
of the time of the call. 
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Cuban Stations To Change 


Broadcasting Frequencies 


Soon after March 1, frequency changes 
will be made as follows by Cuban broad- 
casting stations, according to the Chief 
of the Office of Technical Electronics. 


Old New 

: Call Frequency Frequency 

Location Letters (Kilocycles) (Kilocycles) 
Habana..............00. CMCA 1,150 730 
Habana See. 740 760 
Pinar del Rio........ CMAB 760 1,070 
Ciego de Avila.....CMJY 760 800 
Holquin...................CMKJ 730 740 
Habana.................... CMCM 1,460 1,150 
DO asicupidieabiies: CMZ 1,560 1,460 


These changes are part of the pro- 
gram to implement the North Ameri- 
can Regional Broadcasting Agreement 
(NARBA) in Cuba. They will become 
effective April 1 unless by prior agree- 
ment among the broadcasters concerned 
they can be put into effect earlier. 





German Cargo Service 
Begins Operations 


A new cargo service, operating from 
Rotterdam and Antwerp to St. John, 
N.B., and eventually Halifax, has been 


announced by K.I.A. Poseidon, of Ham- 
burg, Germany. 


The first departure from Antwerp 
will be the S.S. Rhein, which will sail 
on or about March 6. It is expected 
that subsequent sailings will take place 
about every 3 weeks. 

The vessels which will operate on this 
line are: S. S. Rhein, 3,169 gross tons; 
M. V. Poseidon, 5,936 gross tons; S. S. 
Ruhr, 3,168 gross tons; and M. V. Ir- 
mingard, 2,465 gross tons. All these ves- 
sels will carry general cargo. 


Antwerp agents for the line are 


Northern Shipping Service, S. A. 1 Meir, 
Antwerp, Belgium, 
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Malayan Railway Line 
Nearing Completion 


Malayan railway engineers are speed- 
ing construction of the new railroad 
line connecting eastern and western 
Malaya, as a result of a recent order 
that work be completed on this link 
by June 1953. 


Officials of the State-owned railroad 
say that the new line, which will run 
for about 327 miles, from Gemas on the 
main Singapore-Kuala Lumpur line in 
the southwest to Tumpat in the ex- 
treme northeast corner of Malaya, is 
now only 42 miles short of completion. 
Only the section of track between Mela 
in the south and Chegar Perah in the 
north remains to be laid. 

The most difficult stretches of the 
new line have been competed, including 
over 80 steel spans and bridges ranging 
from 70 to 250 feet in length. The 
Guillemard bridge, consisting of five 
250-foot spans and five 150 spans, is 
the longest bridge in Malaya. 

Although war activities destroyed all 
major bridges on the line in 1942, the 
engineers have been able to recover and 
use about 60 percent of the old steel in 
the construction of the new bridges. 


It was stressed by a Malayan railway 
official that, although some trains could 
be run over the newly laid rails by June 
1953, general open-line operations would 
not commence until about 6 months 
later. 


In addition to freight trains, plans 
now call for one daily passenger train 
each way between Tumpat and Singa- 
pore after normal operations commence. 
Trains were expected to begin running 
in February from Tumpat as far south 
as Gua Musang. At present, all supplies 
and construction material must be 
transported to the rail head through 
Thailand, via Haad Yai Junction. 

The M$30,000,000 cost of this rail 
project is being met by Federation of 
Malaya revenue funds set aside for 
rehabilitation expenditures. No outside 
financial aid has been received, except 
indirectly. Some aid was received in the 
form of cash realized from the sale 
after the war of the Thailand Rail- 
road—one-half to Burma and the other 
half to Thailand. 





Central Railway of Peru 
Authorized To Raise Rates 


The Government of Peru authorized 
the Central Railway to increase freight 
rates by 15 percent and passenger fares 
by 10 percent, effective December 7, 
1952, following the 2-day strike in Octo- 
ber by the railway, which resulted in a 
wage increase of 20 percent..The last 


previous rate increase was granted in 
1949, 


Railways Repaired, 
Expanded in Mexico 


Considerable progress was made in 
1952 on the rehabilitation of the Mexi- 
can Railways. Loans from the Export- 
Import Bank of Washington were an 
important factor \n_ effecting these 
improvements. 


The more important rehabilitation 
projects undertaken during the year 
were: 

@ Relaying with new 112-pound rails 
and ballast the main line from Mexico 
City to Lareda. 


@ Laying of 112-pound rails on the 
San Luis Potosi to Tampico route which 
was completed with ballasting about 70 
percent. 


@ Completion of the change of gage 
of the Mexico City-Oaxaca line and one 
of its branches. 


@ Rehabilitation of the Monterrey- 
Tampico line with 112-pound rail. 

@ Preparatory work on the Queretaro- 
Chihuahua and the Queretaro-Guadala- 
jara lines prior to laying new track 
when available. 

@ Rehabilitation work to a limited 
extent on the Mexican Railway in the 
southeast. ; 

The Pan American Railway from 
Ixtepec to Tapachula was in a serious 
state of disrepair. Strenuous efforts 
have been made to rehabilitate this line 
which is now being reballasted and has 
been largely relaid with used 80- to 85- 
pound rails. The work is now about 
70 percent complete. 

The Durango-Torreon and Torreon- 
Paredon routes, which transport con- 
siderable quantities of minerals includ- 
ing iron ore from the Cerro del Mercado 
mine at Durango, are being improved. 

The Pacific Railroad, formerly the 
Southern Pacific Railroad of Mexico, 
was purchased by the Government in 
December 1951. In July a credit of $5 
million, formerly granted by the Export- 
Import Bank to Nacional Financiera 
for use by the Southern Pacific, was 
transferred to the new company, and 
rehabilitation of its 1,700 kilometers of 
main line has now been started. The 
Mexico-Northwestern Railway was also 
purchased by the Government during 


é the year. 


Several new terminals have been com- 
pleted, the most important one being in 
Mexico City, and some 14 new diesel 
locomotives have been purchased by 
shippers and leased to the National 
Railways. 

Increases in freight tariffs imposed 
in October 1952, ranged from 20 to 40 
percent. It is estimated that this in- 
crease will yield 125 to 160 million 
pesos of additional income, only a part 


of which will be used for rehabilitation 
work. 
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TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


Southeast France To 
Have TV Station 


The mountain peak Grande Etoile, 10 
kilometers from the center of Marseille, 
France, has been tentatively chosen as 
the site for the television station which 
is planned to serve the Marseille area, 
including Aubagne, Aix, Salon, Arles, 
the Valley of the Durance, the Ca- 
margue, and parhaps a part of the De- 
partment of Gard. 

The Grande Etoile is about 590 
meters high, and as it is completely 
devoid of roads leading to the summit 
_ the equipment required to set up the 
station was transported to the location 
by helicopter. 

The transmitter, according to present 
plans, will have a maximum power of 
50 kilowatts and will broadcast pictures 
on 186.55 megacycles, and sound on 
175.40 megacycles on wave lengths of 
140 meters and 1.65 meters, respec- 
tively. 

The station will be linked to France’s 
national television network by a relay 
station to be built on Mont-Ventoux, a 
mountain 1,912 meters high, 50 miles 
north of Grande Etoile. 

The Grande Etoile station is expected 
to be inaugurated in January 1954, and 
it will.be the first television trans- 
mitter in southeastern France. 

According to present plans of Radio- 
Television France (RTF), stations will 
be erected on the Cote d’Azur, at Tou- 
lon, Mont-Ventoux, Toulouse, Bordeaux, 
and Brittany as soon as credits permit. 





Temporary TV Station To 


Serve Northern Ireland 


The British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion proposes to install a temporary 
low-power television station in Northern 
Ireland, according to a recent British 
press release. 

A site for the station has been 
acquired on the Glencairn Road about 
2% miles from the center of Belfast. 

The station, to be known as Glen- 
cairn, will serve the city of Belfast and 
immediate surroundings. 

The new station and Alexandra Palace 
will share the same frequencies, vision 
45.0 megacycles and sound 41.5 mega- 
cycles. The double side-band system of 
transmission will be used and the trans- 
mission will be horizontally polarized. 





Recapitalization Approved 
For Two Cuban Railroads 


Stockholders of Consolidated Rail- 
roads and of the Cuba Railroad Co. have 
approved plans of recapitalization in- 
volving the exchange of 6 percent pre- 
ferred stocks for 3 percent cumulative 
income debentures due October 1, 2001. 

Consolidated Railroads has been em- 
powered to dissolve a subsidiary operat- 
ing line, Cuba Northern Railway Co., 
transferring all the assets and liabilities 
of the latter company to its own books, 
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South Africa Again Relaxes 
Transport Regulations 


The National Transport Commission 
of the Union of South Africa:has de- 
cided to grant further relaxations of 
the restrictions imposed on commercial 
road transport in terms of the Motor 
Carrier Transportation Act, according 
to an official statement released by its 
chairman. 


This decision is the result of pro- 
tracted discussions and investigations 
which have taken place since December 
1951 when the Minister of Transport 
requested the National Transport Com- 
mission and the South African Railway 
Administration to cooperate in alleviat- 
ing transportation difficulties in the 
Union. 


With regard to applications by public 
haulers to convey goods for hire be- 
tween Port Elizabeth and Uitenhage, 
as well as between the Reef Cartage 
Area and Vereeniging, the Commission 
has decided that these will be treated 
on their merits and when considered 
justified in the case of particular 
classes of goods, motor -carrier certif- 
icates will be granted on an annual 
basis, 


None of the changes grant any oper- 


ating authority which would exceed 
a basic radius of. 150 miles from the 


owner’s place of business or residence. . 





Honduras Has Extensive 
Roadbuilding Program 


An extensive roadbuilding program 
is being carried on in Honduras. Budg- 
etary expenditures for this purpose 
amount to 5,478,117 lempiras for the 
present fiscal year (July 1, 1952-June 
30, 1953), and an item of 12,961,250 
lempiras is planned for the following 
fiscal year. 


The present inadequacy or total lack 
of transportation between many points 
in Honduras restrains the movement 
of goods from surplus to deficit areas 
and results in the over-population of 
some districts, whereas other areas 
with potentialities for agricultural de- 
velopment remain inaccessible and un- 
inhabited. 





W est Bengal Requesting 
Survey of River Systems 


The Central Government of India has 
been asked by the Government of West 
Bengal to conduct a comprehensive sur- 
vey of the upper reaches and catchment 
zones of river systems traversing the 
Darjeeling area of West Bengal, Sikkim, 
and Bhutan, 

The object of the survey is to study 
the causes of floods which have dam- 
aged the areas and changed the course 
and behavior of the principal river - of 
this area, the Teesta (or Tista), 





U. ERCHANT 

s Marine News 

The number of Americans visiting 
*Great Britain in this coronation year 
will exceed by 100,000 the number of 
visitors in 1937, when the coronation 
of King George VI took place, the 
chairman of the British Travel Associa- 
tion predicts. 

Present reports from carriers and 
travel agents indicate that Britain will 
welcome about 237,500 visitors from 
the United States in 1953, compared 
with 137,000 in 1937, an increase of 
73 percent. 

He said that in this day when “trade 
not aid is the watchword tourism is one 
of the greatest aids to Britain in help- 
ing her to meet her balance of pay- 
ments.” 





Israeli Judges Line opened regular 
monthly service between United States 
Gulf and Atlantic ports and the Medi- 
terranean when its flagship Ben-Nun 
sailed from New Orleans on February 
25. 


Regular stops for the new service will 
be Houston, Galveston, New Orleans, 
Savannah, Barcelona, Genoa, Piraeus, 
Tel Aviv, and Haifa, 





Japan, with ships now operating on 
all prewar runs except those to the 
Soviet Union anc Communist China, in- 
tends to increase its competition with 
the shipping of other nations by bring- 
ing from 32 per cent to 50 per cent the 
volume of overseas trade carried in 
Japanese ships, the Transportation 
Ministry has announced. 

Japan now has 259 vessels totaling 
1,870,000 gross tons in transoceanic 
service. Of this total only 75 vessels, or 
about 300,000 tons, ply the waters 
around Japan, Korea, and Taiwan. The 
remainder operate between Japan and 
other nations. 





Demand for American flagship tramp 
tonnage is easing, New York ship brok- 
ers report. 

They note that rates paid for U. S. 
Liberty Ships by the Military Sea 
Transportation Service dropped from 
$1,500 to $1,475 a day. Despite this 
relatively modest decline American ton- 
nage charter is viewed as extremely 
strong in view of foreign vessels accept- 
ing break-even rates, brokers declare. 





Sale of the Home Liner Argentina 
to the Zim Israel Navigation Co, has 
been announced. 

This veteran trans-Atlantic liner will 
be renamed the Jerusalem and will be 
the largest passenger ship to fly the 
Israel colors. She will enter the Med- 
iterranean trade from France and Italy 
to Israel, 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





Business Information 
Service Releases . 


The following new releases, published 
by the Office of International Trade, 
are available from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices or from the U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. Remittance should accom- 
pany the order. 


The Business Information Service is 
also available on a subscription basis. 
The price of Part 2, which consists of 
the releases issued by OIT, is $5 a year 
to domestic subscribers and $6.25 to 
foreign 


Federal Republic of Germany—Basic 


Information Regarding the Rights of 


U. S. Citizens and Firms for Compen- 
sation Under the German Law Concern- 
ing Equalization of Burdens and Re- 
lated Legislation, as of December 1, 
1952. January 1953. World Trade Series 
No. 346. 9 pp. 10 cents. 


Forthcoming Trade Fairs and Exhi- 
bitions. January 1953. World Trade 
Series No, 349. 27 pp. 30 cents. 


Brazil—New Positive List for Import 


Licensing. February 1953. World Trade 
Series No. 350. 7 pp. 10 cents. 


Foreign Television Developments. 
February 1953. World Trade Series No. 
355. 12 pp. 15 cents. 
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Coverings 


1 wish to subscribe for 
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keep up to date on export licensing requirements « « » 


COMPREHENSIVE EXPORT SCHEDULE 
and supplementary 
CURRENT EXPORT BULLETINS 


A loose-leaf compilation containing all official regulations and policies 
governing the export licensing of commercial shipments. 


How to obtain an export license 
How to clear shipments through customs 
What commodities require export licenses 
What information is needed for an export license 
What policies are followed in considering applications 
What restrictions are placed on exports to certain countries 
Under what circumstances an export license is unnecessary 
. +. and hundreds of other official answers to basic questions 


ORDER BLANK 
Comprehensive Export Schedule—Current Export Bulletins 


sisal See set(s) of the Comprehensive Export Schedule 
and supplementary Current Export Bulletins for one year ending March 31, 1954, 
Enclosed is [] check [] money order (cash at sender's risk) for $ 


Subscription rates in the United States, $7.50 per year; foreign, $9.50 per year. 
Domestic air mail service’ on Current Export Bulletins, enclose additional $10.00 
remittance (air mail service not available for foreign subscriptions). 





Organization. 





Street address. 





City, zone, state. 








Mail to the nearest U. $. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, U. S$. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Make check or money order payable to Superintendent of Documents. 
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Vw Books 
and Reports 


International Trade Policy Issues. Re- 
port prepared by the Fletcher School 
of Law and Diplomacy, Medford, 
Mass., for the Foreign Commerce De- 
partment Committee, Chamber of 
Commerce of the United States, 
Washington, D. C. February 1953. 
68 pp. 

The basic issues in trade and tariff 
policy are set out in this report. As 
stated in the foreword, the issues dis- 
cussed “pertain only to international 
trade policy from the point of view of 
United States legislation.” It is pointed 
out that “this is not a report on in- 
ternational economic policy, nor does 
it deal with the steps which must be 
taken in other countries to return to 
convertibility of currencies, sounder 
fiscal and monetary management, and 
diminishing restrictions on the flow of 
international trade and investment.” 


One section of the report presents a 
summation of the Trade Agreements 
Act of 1934 and its operations. In- 
cluded is a discussion of the legal status 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade as it affects the participa- 
tion of the United States. The report 
also explores the possible effect of 
United States withdrawal from GATT. 

Other seetions cover trade policy and 
the national \security, trade policy and 
the domestic economy, and legislative 
and administrative questions. “Buy 
America” restrictions are discussed in 
an appendix. 

The report is obtainable from the 
Foreign Commerce Department of the 
Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States. It is also available for con- 


sultation at U. S. Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. 


Problems of Economic Defense. Wash- 
ington, D. C. U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, January 1953. 89 pp. $0.30. 
This second semiannual report on 

operations under the Battle Act (Mutual 
Defense Assistance Control Act of 1951) 
covers the period July 24-December 31, 
1952. It deals with the various phases 
of the act, which sets United States 
policy concerning the shipment of 
strategic items from the free world to 
the Soviet bloc, in fuller detail than 
any previous document. 

Viewing the Battle Act in the context 
of thé overall economic defense effort, 
the report ranges over the problems in 
this broader field as well as over the 
problems and procedures of the act. 

Subjects discussed in the nine chap- 
ters include controls over strategic 
items, the relationship between strategic 
and nonstrategic trade, the termination- 


(Continued on Page $1) 
25 














NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





U. S. Exports of Motion Picture 


Films, Equipment Show Drop 


United States exports of motion picture films and equipment in 
1952 were valued at $25,692,819, about 8 percent below 1951 exports 


valued at $28,053,500. 


Noteworthy in this decline were the lower exports of exposed fea- 
ture films and the drop in exports of all types of rawstock film, except 


35-mm, positive film. With the notable 
exception of 16-mm. sound projectors, 
practically all types of motion picture 
equipment were exported at lower levels 
in 1952 than in the preceding year. 

Preliminary statistics of the Bureau 
of the Census reveal that exports of 
motion picture films, exposed and un- 
exposed, amounted to $15,865,898 in 
1952 as against $17,147,817 in 1951, and 
exports of motion picture equipment 
dropped to $9,826,921 in 1952 from $10,- 
905,683 in 1951. Exports of 35-mm. and 
16-mm. feature films amounted to 305, 
866,735 linear feet, valued at $9,681,480 
in 1952, compared with 323,836,500 
linear feet, valued at $10,051,858, in 
1951. Exports of both 35-mm. and 16- 
mm, positive feature films were lower 
in 1952. 

In 1952 exports of unexposed motion 
picture film (rawstock) amounted to 
267,643,072 linear feet valued at $6,184,- 
418, about 30,000,000 linear feet below 


1951 exports of 298,028,808 linear feet . 


valued at $7,095,959. Although exports 
of 35-mm, positive rawstock film were 
Slightly higher than in 1951, exports 
of all other types of unexposed rawstock 
film were substantially below the 1951 
level. 


A total of 16,614 motion picture cam- 
eras, including 35-mm., 16-mm., and 8- 
mm. cameras, valued at $1,316,540, were 
exported in 1952, compared with 18,164 





Sulfur Allocation 
Ended by IMC 


The Sulphur Committee of the 
International Materials Confer- 
ence has announced that its mem- 
ber governments have accepted its 
recommendation to discontinue in- 
ternational allocations for sulfur, 
effective March 1, 1953. 


The Committee noted ‘that the 
substantial improvement attained 
in the sulfur position over the 
last 6 months of 1952 was con- 
tinuing in the current half year. 
The Committee’s review of the 
situation also indicated that there 
are prospects for a reasonable 
balance between world supply and 
demand for the remainder of 1953. 
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cameras, valued at $1,531,326, in 1951. 
The largest decline was registered in 
exports of 16-mm. cameras. 

Exports of motion-picture projectors 
(35-mm., 16-mm., and 8-mm.) amounted 
to 18,428 units in 1952 valued at $4,088, 
806, approximately 5,000 units lower 
than the 1951 exports of 23,346 pro- 
jectors valued at $4,413,216. 


Little change was recorded in the 
number of 16-mm. sound projectors ex- 
ported, 10,092 in 1952 compared with 
10,087 in 1951, but the value of such 
exports increased substantially; foreign 
shipments in 1952 being valued at 
$3,038,594 compared to $2,751,313 in 
1951. Exports of 35-mm. projectors and 
16-mm._ silent projectors, however, 
dropped off sharply in 1952. 


Exports of all other motion picture 
equipment, including sound recording 
and reproducing equiprhent, arc lamps, 
screens, projection and studio equip- 
ment, were valued at $4,421,575 in 1952 
compared with $4,961,141 in 1951, 





Yugoslav Production of 
Leaf Tobacco Declines 


Production of leaf tobacco in Yugo- 
slavia in 1952 was officially reported 
at 14,835 metric tons, only about 46 
percent of 1951 production, and 54 per- 
cent of the 1947-51 annual average, 


Of the 1952 tobacco production, about 
48 percent was grown in Macedonia, 
about 30 pereent in Serbia, and 18.5 
percent in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Exports of leaf tobacco, fermented 
and unfermented, from Yugoslavia July 
1, 1951, to June 30, 1952, totaled 8,355 
metric tons. 

The heaviest purchasing countries 
were France, taking 3,882 tons; Austria, 
1,151 tons; Italy, 1,000 tons; and the 
United States, 879 tons. Together these 
four countries took about 83 percent of 
total leaf exports. 


Exports of cigarettes and cigars 
amounted to only 810 pounds, which 
were shipped to Trieste. 

Imports of leaf tobacco, July 1, 1951, 
to June 30, 1952, totaled 2,063 tons, all 
from Turkey and India. These purchases 
are believed to have been of low quality 
leaf, which was acquired by the tobacco 
monopoly to replace exports of better 
grades, 


Spain Has More Raisins 
To Sell; 1952 Exports Up 


Dried _ raisin dealers in Malaga, 
Spain, estimated that at the end of 
January 1953 stocks of dried raisins 
totaled 537 tons (33,000 boxes of 10 
kilograms net each, in Malaga ware- 
houses, and about 7,000 boxes in the 
hands of raisin producers), all of which 
they expected to dispose of by expor- 
tation to foreign markets or sale in the 
Spanish market before the new raisin 
crop comes into the market in Septem- 
ber 1953. 

Production of dried Muscatel raisins 
in Malaga Province in 1952 was esti- 
mated by the trade at 3,850 metric tons, 
compared with 5,500 tons in the 1951 
season. The decrease was due to ad- 
verse weather conditions during the 
grape growing season, but the condition 
of the fruit was excellent. 

Nearly 1,950 tons of dried raisins 
of the 1952 crop were exported from the 
port of Malaga in the last 4 months of 
1952 as compared with 1,268 tons in 
the like period of 1951. Exports of dried 
raisins to France totaled 621 tons in 
the 1952 period, compared with 222 
tons in the 1951 period. Sweden took 
507 tons in the last 4 months of 1952, 
against 299 tons in the corresponding 
period of 1951. The United States took 
20 tons in the 1952 period. 

The rest of the 1952 raisin produc- 
tion, about 1,365 tons, was sold for con- 
sumption in the domestic market. 

Production of Denia raisins in the 
Province of Alicante in 1952 amounted 
to 6,000- tons, campared with 5,750 
tons in the 1951 season. 

Exports of Denia raisins in the peri- 
od September through December 15, 
1952, totaled 3,522 tons. Norway was 
the leading customer, taking 1,064 tons; 
Algeria ranked second, receiving 852 
tons; Finland took 547 tons; and Ire- 
land, 465 tons. The remainder went to 
France, Canada, Switzerland, French 
Morocco, Sweden, Tunis, Germany, the 
Netherlands, and Belgium. 

Wholesalers stocks of Denia raisins 
on hand at the end of December 1952 
amounted to 228 tons, and growers 
stocks to 2,000 tons. As there was no 
demand from abroad at that time for 
Denia raisins, it was said that about 
80 percent of the stocks would be 
absorbed by alcohol manufacturers and 
20 percent for domestit consumption. 





Haiti Has New Plastics Plant 


Industries Nationales Reunies, S. A., 
a plastics factory, was scheduled to 
begin operations in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti, in February 1953. The factory is 
equipped with modern molding ma- 
chinery and is expected to produce prin- 
cipally low-priced consumer goods, It 
is capitalized at $100,000, 
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Philippine Pulp and 
Paper Mill Proposed 


The Andres Soriana interests of the 
Philippines are planning the construct- 
tion of a pulp and paper mill located on 
the Cateel River in the Bislig Bay area 
of Surigao, Mindanao Island, Philippines. 


This project would utilize local raw 
materials almost exclusively. Lauan 
woods, members of the hardwood family 
which includes Philippine mahogany, 
would be used as the pulp source. Most 
of the wood requirements for the en- 
visioned 205-ton daily output would be 
met by the waste resulting from the 
logging and sawmill operations of the 
Soriano-controlled Bislig Bay Lumber 
Co. 


The power necessary to run the mill 
would be provided by coal obtained from 
nearby deposits and/or by means of the 
construction of a hydroelectric plant in 
the immediate vicinity of the plant. In- 
asmuch as one of the principal cus- 
tomers would be the San Miguel Brew- 
ery, another Soriano-controlled firm, 
construction of the plant would be a 
further step toward the simultaneous 
expansion and integration of Soriano en- 
terprises in the Philippines. The in- 
vestment required for this project re- 
portedly would be $25,000,000. 

Viewed from the standpoint of the 
development of the Philippine economy, 
realization of the project would be a 
great accomplishment. It would provide 
employment for an estimated 5,000 per- 
sons. Furthermore, as presently planned, 
the mill would be capable of supplying 
total Philippine paper requirements, 
amounting to an estimated $14,000,000 
per year. At least initially, a small part 
of the proposed mill’s output could be 
exported to other countries, thus earn- 
ing, as well as saving, dollar exchange 
for the Philippine Republic. 


More Sulfuric Acid Made, 
Used in United Kingdom 


Production and consumption of sul- 
furic acid in the United Kingdom in- 
creased steadily in the fourth quarter 
of 1952, after a declining trend that had 
lasted until August. 

The rise is considered more than sea- 
sonal and is believed to indicate greater 
industrial activity. The increased de- 
mand has been widespread among a 
number of industries, especially in 
superphosphate and rayon manufacture. 

Output of sulfuric acid in 1952 totaled 
1,505,473 long tons, 933,366 contact and 
572,107 chamber process; 75 percent of 
total capacity was utilized. 

Manufacturers of superphosphate were 
the largest users, followed by ammo- 
niumsulfate producers and rayon and 
transparent-paper factories. 

The program for conversion to pyrites 
as the raw material instead of ele- 


mental sulfur is progressing satis- 
factorily. 
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U.S. Buys Porcelain From 
Western Germany 


The United States bought $2,- 
800,000 worth of porcelain ware 
from Western Germany in 1952, 
an increase of 6 percent over pur- 
chases in the preceding year. 
Italy, the best customer in 1952, 
bought almost $5,000,000 worth, 
or 33 percent more than in 1951. 
Other major customers were 
Sweden, Switzerland, Belgium, 
and the Netherlands. South 
America bought $890,000 worth 
and Central America goods valued 
at $330,000. 


The West German porcelain in- 
dustry’s sales rose by 8.2 percent 
in 1952 over the preceding year, 
reaching a total value of 222,- 
780,000 deutschemarks, or about 
$53,000,000. Exports valued at 
71,130,000 deutschemarks were 6.2 
percent above the 1951 level. 











Spanish Fish Canning 
Industry Optimistic 


The Spanish fism canning industry is 
looking forward to 1953 with more opti- 
mism than it had a year ago because 
the first shipment (600 tons) of United 
States tinplate to be received under the 
terms of the U. S. loan, granted to 
Spain in December 1951, arrived in Vigo 
on December 27, 1952, and further ship- 
ments, up to about 5,000 tons, are ex- 
pected during the first quarter of 1953. 

This tinplate will enable the industry 
to increase activity, which has been at 
low ebb. Operation of the Vigo fish 
canneries in December was estimated 
at 7 to 8 percent of production capacity, 
one of the lowest outputs of the year. 
Most of it consisted of anchovies, which 
many of the packers have on hand, in 
brine, for canning during slack periods. 

Fish catches entering through the 
Vigo Fish Exchange, during December 
1952 totaled 3,398 metric tons, valued at 
17,298,730 pesetas, an increase in volume 
of 8 percent and a decrease in value of 
7 percent, compared with November 
1952, which totaled 3,131 tons valued 
at 18,601,961 pesetas. The decline in 
value was attributed to smaller cod fish 
catches and larger catches of jurel, a 
lower-priced fish. 


As compared with December 1951, 
when the catch totaled 4,457 tons, 
valued at 23,607,161 pesetas, the De- 
cember 1952 catch represented a drop 
of more than 23 percent in volume and 
27 percent in value. 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


Canadian Beer Sales and 
Output Reach New High 


Beer sales in Canada in 1952, stimu- 
lated by peak employment and high 
wages, reached a record level and were 
10 percent-greater than in 1951. To 
keep pace with this demand, beer pro- 
duction increased to a new high of 
nearly 208,000,000 imperial gallons (1 
imperial gallon=1.20094 U. S. gallons). 
However, as the milder type of beer 
continued to gain in popularity, brew- 
ers used less hops per gallon of beer 
produced than at any previous time. 

Except for a relatively small amount 
of exports, the Canadian grown hops 


are utilized by the domestic brewing in- 
dustry. 


Canadian production of hops in 1952 
showed a slight gain over the preceding 
year: 2,007,000 pounds in 1952, against 
1,942,000 pounds in 1951. 

Hop production during 1952 was in- 
sufficient to meet brewery needs, ne- 
cessitating the importation of an esti- 
mated 2,400,000 pounds of hops to sup- 
plement the hop carryover from the 
previous year. The bulk of these ship- 
ments originated in the United States, 
but the United Kingdom supplied an 
additional 320,000 pounds during that 
period. 

All available stocks were utilized dur- 
ing 1952, there being no significant 
carryover into the new year. 


The average price paid to Canadian 
producers for hops in 1952 was 68 
cents a pound, compared with 75 cents 
a pound during each of the previous 
2 years. Trade sources state that the 
decline in price was probably a reflec- 
tion of a similar decrease in the United 
States and world markets. 

The lower returns received for hops 
in 1952 make it doubtful that hop 
production will increase in 1953. How- 
ever, brewery officials expect the high 
level of beer production and consump- 
tion to continue throughout this year 
and state that import requirements for 
hops should again exceed 2,000,000 
pounds. 





Brazil Produces Black Pepper 


Production of black pepper by the 
Japanese Agricultural Colony at Tome- 
Acu, in the Rio Acara, State of Para, 
Brazil, begun in 1946, had reached 300 
tons by 1952. Prospects are that in 
1953 the output will be about 800 tons. 

If production continues at the present 
rate, within 2 or 3 years this colony 
should supply Brazil’s annual black pep- 
per requirements of 1,050 tons. It is 
hoped that before many years quantities 
of black pepper will be available for 
export to the United States, Argentina, 
and Uruguay, these countries have al- 
ready evinced interest in obtaining the 
product. 
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British Output, Exports of Hops Decline; 
Downtrend in Beer Production Checked 


Hop production in the United King- 
dom amounted to 281,547 hundred- 
weight in 1952, compared with 321,824 
hundredweight in 1951. Although the 
area was reduced slightly, from 22,460 
acres to 22,279 acres, the chief cause 
of the decline was lower yields, which 
fell from 14.3 hundredweight an acre 
to 12.6 hundredweight. 


Of the total 1952 production of hops, 


261,400 hundredweight were consigned - 


to the Hops Marketing Board for sale 
and 20,147 hundredweight were grown 
by brewers for their own use. Of the 
1951 output 299,800 hundredweight were 
consigned to the board and 22,100 
hundredweight were taken by brewers. 


Exports Down in 1952 


Export markets for United Kingdom 
hops declined in 1952, shipments 
amounting to 83,344 hundredweight in 
the 1952 season, compared with 103,717 
hundredweight in 1951. The decline in 
shipments was caused by lower do- 
mestic supplies, higher prices, and the 
greater supplies available from other 
sources. 

English hops were being exported 
at the beginning of February 1953 at 
about £32 per hundredweight f.o.b. Lon- 
don for average quality, compared with 
£65 to £70 per hundredweight for Ger- 
man seeded hops. 

The situation with regard to future 
export commitments for United King- 
dom hops is uncertain and much de- 
pends on the volume of European pro- 
duction in 1953. 


Hop shipments to Ireland amounted 
to 43,600 hundredweight in the 1951 
season and dropped to 36,400 hundred- 
weight in the 1952 season. Other chief 
outlets in 1952 were Australia, which 
purchased slightly more than in 1951, 
followed by West Germany, Canada, 
Sweden, Belgium, East Germany, Singa- 
pore, and Czechoslovakia. 

The low European hop crop in 1952, 
as well as the shortage of dollars which 
prevented buyers from taking advant- 
age of the large and competitively 
priced United States crop, resulted in 
a continued good demand for British 
hops especially during the autumn of 
1952. Demand was stimulated by 
smaller crops in Germany and Czecho- 
slovakia as well as by the relatively 
low prices of British hops. 

A large volume of hops was sent to 
the Continent, especially to West and 
East Germany, Scandinavia, and Czech- 
oslovakia. The Czechs import English 
hops at low prices and export their 
own hops at a somewhat higher price. 


Hop Consumption Lower 
Consumption of hops in the year 


ended September 30, 1951, was 229,106 
hundredweight, compared with 232,979 


hundredweight in 1949-50. Published 
data for the year ended September 30, 
1952, are not yet available, but con- 
sumption was estimated as about the 
Same as in 1950-51, in view of the 
relatively stable beer production. 

The general stock position reported 
by the trade is that most brewers are 
holding about a 6 months’ year-end 


carryover, and consider it adequate in 
view of present levels of prices and de- 
mand. 


The downward trend of beer produc- 
tion in recent years was nearly checked 
in 1952. Production between January 
and November 1952 totaled 22,880,000 
bulk barrels, or 15,320,000 standard 
barrels, as compared with 22,970,000 
bulk barrels, or 15,540,000 standard 
barrels, in 1951. ¢ 


Beer consumption was higher during 
the war and postwar periods. Produc- 
tion and consumption doubtless will 
become stabilized, unless the national 
income declines. 


Brazil Nut Harvest 
Sharply Increased 


The 1952-53 harvest of Brazil nuts 
is unofficially estimated at 30,000 metric 
tons of unshelled nuts, compared with 
17,000 tons in the 1951-52 season. 


Except for a preliminary estimate of 
nearly 33 tons of unshelled nuts to the 
United Kingdom in January 1953, no 
other exports have been made from the 
1952-53 crop. Indications were that 250 
tons of unshelled nuts would be shipped 
to the United Kingdom in mid-February. 


Sales already made in the 1952-53 
season are roughly estimated at 1,000 
tons of large unshelled nuts and 8,000 
to 10,000 cases, of 66 pounds each, of 
shelled nuts to importers in the United 
States, and 1,000 tons of large unshelled 
and 4,000 to 5,000 cases of shelled nuts 
to importers in the United Kingdom. 
All sales of unshelled nuts were made 
in Manaus, and most of the sales of 
shelled nuts, in Belem. 


Since mid-January, both wholesale 
and export markets for Brazil nuts 
have been virtually inactive.. This lull 
developed chiefly because both producers 
and exporters are waiting for better in- 
formation about how the recently ap- 
proved new free exchange market legis- 
lation may discriminate in favor of 
Brazil nut exports. 

The Chambers of Commerce in Belem 
and Manaus are reported doing their 
utmost to have Brazil nuts included 
among the commodities considered 
“gravosas” (overpriced), which need 
the protection of the new free market 
law to facilitate exports, 





CHEMICALS 
Indian Salt Production Higher 


Production of salt in India is esti- 
mated at more than 79,000,000 maunds' 
(1 maund=82.27 pounds) in 1952, com- 
pared with 74,400,000 maunds in 1951. 
This greater output was expected to 
result in more exports, but the outlook 
is not considered so promising by some 
trade sources as was previously reported. 

Taiwan has become an important com- 
petitor in India’s salt trade with Japan. 
Another leading buyer is Pakistan, 
which is taking about 400,000 maunds 
annually. 





Fertilizer Expensive in Spain 


The reluctance of Spanish farmers to 
use heavier applications of fertilizer to 
increase crop yields stems chiefly from 
the relatively high cost of these ma- 
terials, as the price is considered too 
high to justify greater use. 

Another factor is lack of training in 
the proper use of modern fertilizer 
techniques. The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture is attempting to overcome these 
difficulties through demonstrations and 
technical assistance by agricultural syn- 
dicates, farm groups, and various agen- 
cies of the Ministry. 


FOODSTUFFS 





Canadian Mustard at Record 


Canadian commercial mustard seed 
acreage and production for 1952 are 
reported to have reached an all-time 
high. Excellent growing and harvesting 
conditions resulted in an_ increased 
average yield per acre. 

Exports of the 1951-52 crop year ex- 
ceeded 22,000,000 pounds, the bulk of 
which was shipped to the United States. 
Contract prices to growers for the 1952 
crop remained at the 1951 level of $6.50 
to $7 per hundred pounds for cleaned 
No. 1 yellow mustard seed. 


Colombian Coffee Exports Rise 


Exports of coffee from Colombia, the 
National Coffee Federation has. an- 
nounced, totaled 5,027,391 sacks of 60 
kilograms each, valued at US$373,000,- 


000, in 1952, an increase of 233,408 sacks 


over the 1951 figure. 

Exports of coffee to the United States 
in 1952 amounted to 4,311,036 sacks, an 
increase of 150,000 sacks over 1951 
shipments. Europe and other countries 
received 482,947 sacks in 1952, a gain 
of 100,000 sacks over 1951 exports. 
Production and exports in 1953 are 
predicted to be somewhat less than in 
1952. 


Rice Crop in Cuba Increased 


Harvesting of the Cuban rice crop 
is under way in most Provinces. The 
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general consensus is that the 1952-53 
milled rice production should exceed 
last year’s production of 1,500,000 quin- 
tals. Many small plantations have 
planted acreages of rice which will be 
harvested in May and June. It is esti- 
mated that from 200,000 to 300,000 
additional quintals of milled rice should 
be produced, reaching a possible total 
production of 1,800,000 quintals. 

An additional rice import quota was 
established in the amount of 500,000 
quintals, but no importation under it 
can be made before April 1. The Cuban 


rice trade has been active in demand- 


ing the advancement of the new April 
quota to allow shipment during Feb- 
ruary and March. In addition to the 
advancement of the April quota; an ad- 
ditional quota of 500,000 quintals may 
be requested for immediate shipment 
to the Matanzas Free Zone. 


West Germany Imports Tobacco 


Western Germany imported 46,000 
metric tons of tobacco for the produc- 
tion of 30,000,000,000 cigarettes in 1952. 
Of the total, 23,000 tons of tobacco 
were supplied by the United States and 
5,800 tons by Turkey. The rest came 
from Greece, Brazil, and Bulgaria. 

In spite of the great revival in the 


West German economy since the cur- 
rency reform of 1948, per capita con- 
sumption of cigarettes is still lower 
than before the war and also lower 
than the average of other Wéstern Eu- 
ropean countries, 


The change in consumer tastes is 
creating problems of financing tobacco 
imports: Before the war, 98 percent of 
the cigarettes consumed in Germany 
were made exclusively from Oriental 
tobacco; now cigarettes containing 
Oriental tobacco account for barely 
3 percent. 


Philippine Sugar Crop Lower 

The Philippine Sugar Association has 
predicted that the 1952-53 sugar crop 
will barely cover the domestic  con- 
sumption quota of 280,000 short tons 
and the United States export quota of 
952,000 tons. A revised estimate as of 
last December 29 placed the crop at 
1,260,000 tons, but as a result of low 
purities and visual inspections in the 
different sugar districts actual produc- 


tion will probably be well below the re- 
vised estimate. 


Greece To Make Corn Products 


A corn products factory now being 
built on the edge of Salonika, in North- 


NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


ern Greece, will use a minimum of 6,000 
metric tons of dry, shelled Macedonian 
corn annually. 

End products are glucose sirup, glu- 
cose powder, edible corn starch, inedible 
corn starch (two varieties, one for use 
in textile mills and the other for use in 
home laundries), dextrine powder, and 
crystalline dextrine (for use in dyemak- 
ing). 

There will be two byproducts: The 
germ of the corn kernel, which will be 
removed and sold to oil extraction fac- 
tories; and the corn cake left after re- 
moval of the germ and starch. The 
corn cake will be used for animal feed. 


Bahamas Company Cans Prunes 


A small prune canning industry, new 
to Nassau, the Bahamas, has been de- 
veloped there during the past 5 months, 
The Bahamas Food Products Co. im- 
ported 6,000 cases of dried prunes, 
valued at about $50,000 from San Fran- 
cisco, California. The prunes, which 
were then cooked and canned in Sirup, 
produced 75,000 cases of No. 1 cans. The 
value of the canned prunes is, reported 
to have amounted to £150,000 (US$420,- 
000). A large quantity of the canned 
prunes has been shipped to the United 
Kingdom. 





U. S. Foreign Trade Shifts 


(Continued from Page 17) 
terms of quantity, their total value 
was drastically reduced. 

In addition, price declines held the 
value of burlap imports close to the 
preceding year’s total, despite an ex- 
pansion of 45 percent in volume, and 
copra imports decreased in both quan- 
tity and value, A partial offset to the 
declines noted above was the rise of 
138 percent in the value of tin imports 
from the Far East. Here also, however, 
the influence of falling prices was felt, 
as the increase in the quantity of such 
tin was 164 percent, 


Most Areas Supply More Metals 


The small differences between the 
1951 and 1952 totals of imports from 
other areas were not indicative of 
static patterns. In each region, strik- 
ing changes in sales to the United 
States of certain commodities largely 
counterbalanced opposite changes for 
other items. Prices played a much less 
significant role in these changes, on the 
whole, than they did in the Far East. 

In general, the increases were in 
items—principally nonferrous metals— 
closely linked to the expansion’ of de- 
fense production and the high rate of 
plant and equipment investment in the 
United States and produced domesti- 
cally, if at all, in quantities inadequate 
for current industrial requirements. 

The small overall increase in im- 
ports from Latin America was essen- 
tially a composite of the substantial 
expansion in our purchases of metals 
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and the sharp curtailment in acquisi- 
tions of Argentine and Uruguayan wool. 
Much larger imports for consumption 
of lead, zine, and copper were the 
principal elements in a 75 percent ad- 
vance, to $577 million, in the total 
value- of nonferrous metals received 
from the area. There was also a no- 
table rise in imports of iron ore. 


Apart from the metals, petroleum 
was the only major commodity show- 
ing a significant increase. Imports of 
the two most important foodstuffs of 
Latin American origin—coffee and 


sugar—varied only slightly from 1951 
levels. 


Last year’s imports from Canada, 
like those from Latin America and 
the Far East, included larger amounts 
of metals—mostly copper, lead, zine, 
and nickel—than in 1951; and increases 
in grain, feedstuffs, and newsprint 
were also recorded. 

On the other hand, purchases of 
Canadian woodpulp were much smaller 
than in 1951. Also, imports of meats 
and cattle from Canada ceased al- 
together after the United States in- 
stituted an embargo because of the 
outbreak of the hoof-and-mouth disease 
in Saskatchewan early in the year. 

Imports of individual commodities 
from Europe showed similarly marked 
variations, although the total from the 
area differed little from that of 1951. 
As the supply situation eased in the 
United States, there were marked de- 
creases in purchases of heavy steel 
and chemicals, particularly alcohol, as 
well as in those of synthetic fibers, 


which had also been received in un- 
usually large quantities in 1951. 

A sizable increase occurred, however, 
in imports of tin from Europe, and 
other noteworthy advances included im- 
ports of industrial machinery and auto- 
mobiles from the same source. 


Table 3.—U. S. Imports of Leading Com- 
modities, by Principal Areas: 1951 and 19521 
{In millions of dollars] 
























Commodity and area 1951 1852° 
Leading commodities: 
Nonferrous ores, metals, and 
EN | aiiic'-.:caseecs Ab opscsvouin 973 1,529 
Canada ............. 332 
Latin America i g58 
pT ACRE a San HO oe 3 165 
Far SERS STF -129 #8265 
Other metals (mainly iron and 
steel) and per amet sve 462° 388 
Burope oo... a ee 
Coffee tiinuiowasstesuanaiaaiid 1,362 1,376 
Latin America ...... 1,299 1,298 
958 925 
832 844 
Crude. an daniuiliitigna caedas a tchieed 808 619 
Wool, unmanufactured .... 714 382 
War Wit onc. n.ccsecccsccsceteoess 3630s 22 
Latin America. .................. 218 100 
Petroleum and euet -. ww 601 691 
Latin America Racal 577 
Other commodities: 
Showing marked increases: 
Grains oat feedstuffs .... 174 240 
155 197 
7. 8126 
BUrOpe _ ..........cereeeeies 51 99 
Automobiles % FER Cy 57 
ed Kingdom oo. ccccce 25 41 
Showing ares decreases: 
Cattle and mi 43 ime Or 
CAE REE ATE TS ae 117 20 
Hides, skins, and furs .............. 247 «86139 
Vegetable oils and oilseeds, 
inedible 220 155 
Philippines? . ~ithcies igh’. ee 49 
Industrial chemicals. ............. - 120 64 
Europe 82 31 





1 Imports for consumption. 


2 Decrease was mainly in copra and 
nut oil. - 

















U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Exporters May Apply for Licenses 
-Coyering More CMP Materials 


In a move paralleling the recent action of the National Production 
Authority in “open-ending” the Controlled Materials Plan, the Office of 
International Trade has informed exporters that they may now apply 
for export licenses covering additional quantities of controlled materials 
in the second quarter of 1953 beyond the amounts already licensed. 


NPA’s CMP Regulation 1, Direction 
20, of February 16 established a pro- 
cedure by which controlled-materials 
producers may accept unrated orders 
for controlled materials and explained 
how persons may obtain and use such 
materials without charging them 
against their allotments. This provision 
is applicable to the delivery of CMP 
materials for export after February 
1953. 


Time Schedule May Be Disregarded 

Effective immediately, any applicant 
who acquires or produces aluminum, 
copper, or steel controlled materials 
(designated by the letter “C” on OIT’s 
Positive List) in accordance with Di- 
rection 20, may file an export license 
application for those commodities with- 
out regard to established time sched- 
ules. 

The applicants must: 


® Certify on the face of the export 





license application that “The controlled 
materials covered by this application 
have been or will be acquired (or in the 
case of a producer, will be disposed of) 
pursuant to the provisions of CMP Reg. 
1, Dir. 20, dated February 16, 1953.” 


@ Enter the delivery date (if appli- 
cant is a producer, he should enter the 
date production will be completed) -in 
the appropriate space of the applica- 
tion form. 


Applications submitted in accordance 
with this procedure will be considered 
only where it is shown that delivery 
from the supplier will be made to the 
export applicant during the period 
March-June 1953, inclusive. 

The meeting of these conditions 
should not be construed as assurance of 
approval by OIT, since other licensing 
criteria, such as security consi#erations, 
will be applied. 





Freight Forwarders 


Suspended by OIT 


Sun Transporters, Inc., of New York 
City, its president, Franklyn Sheps, its 
manager, Harry Beckerman, and two 
other freight forwarding firms in Florida 


of which Beckerman is either president 
or owner, have been denied all export 
privileges from March 16 to March 22, 
inclusive, because they violated export 
controls, the Office of International 
Trade has announced. 


In one case, Beckerman, as manager 
of Sun Transporters, had prepared six 
license applications to export wool and 
rayon goods to Cuba in July of 1951 in 
which three dealers were named as the 
exporters. Although’ Beckerman knew, 
or should have known, that the dealers 
did not hold accepted orders for the 
goods, as OIT required at that time, he 
prepared the applications and induced 
the three dealers to sign them, 


In the other violation, which occurred 
in August 1951, Sun Transporters ar- 
ranged with Tropical Express, Inc., a 
freight forwarder in Miami of which 
Beckerman is president, and Continen- 
tal Enterprise of Miami, owned by 
Beckerman, to export a quantity of 
woolen jackets to Cuba. Continental 
Enterprise filed with the U. S. Collector 
of Customs in Miami a customs declara- 


tion describing the goods as rayon 
jackets, which could be exported under 
OIT’s General License and did not re- 
quire an individual validated export 
license. 


Goods Seized by Customs 


The jackets were seized by Customs 
after discovery that they were woolen 
rather than rayon. 


Beckerman then called upon a sup- 
plier in New York from whom some of 
the jackets had been purchased and 
induced him to sign a license application 
to export the jackets despite the fact 
that Beckerman knew that the supplier 
did not own all of the jackets and held 
no accepted order for them. The appli- 
cation did not disclose that the jackets 
had been seized by Customs, although 
such a disclosure is required by OIT 
regulations. 


In recommending the 7-day suspen- 
sion, OIT took ‘into consideration the 
fact that the goods involved were of no 
strategic importance and the possible 
effects of the order on the firm’s future 
business, as well as the firm’s good rep- 
utation in the trade. However, OIT re- 
gards freight forwarders as an integral 
part of the export process and as such, 
they have an affirmative duty to be 
familiar with all OIT regulations. They 
must, in addition to abiding by the reg- 
ulations, be vigilant in. avoiding, detect- 
ing, and reporting violations by custo- 
mers, 


Four Firms Denied 
Export Privileges 


Suspension from all export privileges 
for periods ranging from 3 years to the 
duration of export controls have been 
imposed upon four New York and Ca- 
nadian firms, and on one Canadian and 
two New York individuals for export 
control violations, the Office of Inter- 
national Trade has announced. 


The suspensions resulted from the 
attempted unlieensed shipment of 1,000 
tons of bleached sulfite dissolving wood- 
pulp from the United ‘States to Italy 
with an attempt to use Canada as a 
“back door.” 


Suspension Periods Vary 


The length of the various suspensions 
took into account the different degrees 
of participation by the various respon- 
dents in the scheme and the fact that 
only one of them admitted the charges, 
waived appeal, and consented to the 
denial order. 


Israel David (known in the export 
trade as Israel Davis) of Long Beach, 
New York, has been denied all export 
privileges for the duration of U. S. ex- 
port controls. 


Rex Rayon Corp. and Arthur Gilbert, 
its treasurer, and Rex Continental Corp. 
and Bertram Hollander, its president, 
of New York City, Pulpimpex Co. of 
Montreal, Canada, and Eugene David, 
its proprietor, have been denied all ex- 
port privileges for 5 years. 

William F. Murphy, Sr., and Harwil 
& Co. of New York City, a factoring 
firm controlled by him, admitted their 
violations and consented to denial of all 
export privileges for 3 years. While the 
suspension applies to Murphy’s partici- 
pation in any exportation or in the 
“financing, forwarding, transporting, or 
other servicing of exports from the 
U. S.,” an exception is made for the 
Gallie Corp. which Murphy operates. 
Gallie was not used in carrying out the 
unlawful transactions and is permitted 
to carry on its normal business as.a 
freight forwarder and forwarding agent. 


U.S.-Canadian Authorities Cooperate 

Shipment of the wood pulp from the 
United States to Canada was made in 
October 1951, at a time when this type 
of wood pulp, used primarily for mak- 
ing rayon, was.in very short supply in 
the United States and throughout the 
world. U. S. export quotas were very 
small, and there was a ceiling price on 
sales in the United States. However, 
foreign demand was great, and prices 
much higher than U. S. ceiling prices 
were being offered abroad. 

A scheme to make exorbitant profits 
by violating U. S. export controls ap- 
parently was conceived by Israel Davis. 


(Continued on Page 31) 
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New Books and Reports 
(Continued from Page 25) 


of-aid provision of the act, shipments 
from countries not receiving U. S. aid, 
and organizational problems in adminis- 
tering the act. One of the chapters 
reports on progress made in coping with 
troublesome loopholes — violations of 
control regulations or abuse of normal 
commercial practices to ship strategic 
items to the Soviet bloc. Another chap- 
ter deals with controls in the Far East. 

Appendixes present the text of the 
Battle Act; summaries of the export- 
control measures of countries receiving 
U. S. aid; the President’s letter to Con- 
gress reporting the continuance of aid 
to the United Kingdom, France, and 
Italy; and statistical tables showing ex- 
ports and imports of various countries. 


A General Economic Appraisal of Libya. 
A United Nations publication. New 
York. Columbia University Press, 
1953. 55 pp. $0.60. 


A survey in three parts: Part I deals 
with the country’s natural resources, 
people, educational and social structure, 
and administrative background; part II 
discusses the economic conditions, in- 
cluding production, finance, wages, and 
standard of living; and part III covers 
the economic policy, position, and po- 
tentialities of the new nation. 


Britain’s Economic Problem and Its 
Meaning for America. A statement 
en national policy by the Research 

“and Policy Committee of the Commit- 
tee for Economic Development. New 
York. March 1953. 52 pp. 


The Committee announces that this 
policy statement is the first of a series 
in which it will attempt to reexamine 
the premises and the means of Ameri- 
can foreign policy. It states that it has 
begun with this study on Britain “be- 
cause of the central role which Britain 
plays in the economy of the free world 
and because the United States has a 
vital interest in  Britain’s economic 
strength.” 


The 5 chapters of the CED publica- 
tion cover the present situation of Brit- 
ain, the prewar background of Britain’s 
economic problem, Britain’s economic 
problem today, present policy problems, 


_and the basic conditions of British eco- 


nomic health. 


Copies of the publication are avail- 
able from the Committee for Economic 
Development, 444 Madison Avenue, New 
York 22, N. Y. Single copies are free. 
For more than one copy, a charge of 
35 cents a copy is made. 


Whither Bound Japan? Prepared under 
the auspices of the Foreign Commerce 
Department, Chamber of Commerce 
of the United States. Washington, 
D. ©, February, 19538. 18 pp. 

Some of the major problems con- 
fronting Japan after her emergence as 
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Changes Made in NPA's 
Cryolite Order M-99 


Exports of cryolite to countries other | 


than Canada may be made hereafter by 
persons licensed by the Office of Inter- 
national Trade to purchase and export 
the material, without further authoriza- 
tion from the National Production 
Authority, Department of Commerce. 


NPA, in announcing an amendment of 
its Order M-99, effecting this change, 
said it eliminates a certain amount of 
paper work. While OIT will process 
the export licenses in the future with- 
out special NPA authorization, the 
quantities of cryolite to be exported 
must be within the established export 
quotas. 


The order as amended provides that 
cryolite cannot be purchased and ex- 
ported to Canada from the United 
States except to fill an order which 
bears the approval of the Canadian 
Department of Defense Production. 
Canada’s cryolite supply for production 
of primary aluminum is obtained direct 
from Denmark. 

Exports of cryoiite are permissible 
only upon certification by the exporter 
that the transaction in question is car- 
ried out under the provisions of NPA 
Order M-99. 

The largest portion of the VU. S. 
supply of cryolite is used in the pro- 
duction of primary aluminum. 

NPA officials said that, although 
synthetic cryolite is being produced in 
this country, the requirements for both 
natural and synthetic cryolite are in 
excess of the supply, 


U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Validity Period of 
Licenses Changed 


Three changes in regulations concern- 
ing the validity period of export licenses 
which will prove beneficial to the ex- 
port trade have been announced by the 
Office of International Trade. 

@ Export licenses, which have been 
expiring at various times during a 
month, will now expire on the last day 
of a month. Under this revised pro- 
cedure, the expiration date of a license 
will generally be the last day of the 
sixth full month following the month 
during which the Icense is validated. 

For example, a license validated on 
January 12 will expire July 31, since 
July is the sixth full month following 
January, the month during which the 
license was validated, and the 31st is 
the last day of that month. 

@ Requests for extension of the vali- 
dity period of an export license may 
now be made within 1 month of the ex- 
piration date of the license, instead of 
the previous 21 days. Such requests, 
however, should ordinarily be submitted 
prior to the expiration date of the li- 
cense, 

® A clarification of the regulation re- 
lating t@ shipment under expired li- 
censes provides that to qualify under 
this provision, the exportation must be 
in transit to the port of exit before mid- 
night of the expiration date of the li- 
cense and be laden aboard the exporting 
carrier or ready for lading and located 
on a pier for the purpose of lading 


— 5 days following the expiration 
ate. 





an independent nation following a peri- 
od of occupation are analyzed in this 
booklet. The study shows the changes 
which the Japanese economy has under- 


gone during the past decade, pointing 
out the nation’s dependence on foreign 
trade, shipping, and on foreign sources 
of raw materials. 


Finnish Foreign Trade Directory, 1953. 
Published by the Finnish Foreign 
Trade Association. Helsinki. 528 pp. 
Finnish firms engaged in foreign trade 

are listed alphabetically by name in one 
section of this directory, now in its 
ninth edition, Pertinent business data 
on each firm are included. In another 
section firms are classified by type of 
business and products and services of- 
fered. 


In addition to these lists, given in 
English, the directory contains alpha- 
betical indexes, in Finnish, Swedish, 
French, German, Spanish, and Russian, 
to the products and services listed. 

Also included is information on Fin- 
land’s foreign trade in 1951, Finnish 
business conditions and customs, for- 
eign diplomatic and consular represen- 
tation in Helsinki, together with a list 
of Finnish legations and consulates, 


Firms Denied Export Privileges 
(Continued from Page 30) 

The plan was to sell the pulp at world 
prices for delivery to Italy from Cana- 
da, buy the pulp in the United States 
at ceiling prices, ship it to Canada 
without a license, under false declara- 
tions that Canada was the country of 
ultimate destination, and then obtain 
Canadian export permits on false repre- 
sentations that the pulp was of Cana- 
dian origin. 

The scheme worked until efforts 
were made to obtain the Canadian ex- 
port permits. There it failed, because 
of the vigilance of the Canadian licens- 
ing officials. 

Thereafter, various efforts were made 
by the respondents, individually or in 
groups, to obtain Canadian export per- 
mits and approval by OIT for exporta- 
tion of the pulp from Canada, and to 
obtain licenses from OIT for exporta- 
tion from the United States of addi- 
tional lots totaling 1,247 tons. In these 
efforts, further false statements were 
made to OIT by the firms and individ- 
uals. OIT investigators uncovered the 


evidence with the cooperation of the 
Canadian authorities, 
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U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Second-Quarter Rice Licensing 


Procedure Announced by OIT 


Procedures which will be followed in licensing rice for export dur- 
ing the second quarter of 1953 have been announced by the Office of 


International Trade. 


The rice quota for the second quarter, as announced by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture March 5, is 3,900,000 one-hundred pound bags. This 


compares with the final 4,750,000 one- 
hundred pound bag quota established 
for the first quarter. Exports of U. S. 
rice have been under control since Sep- 
tember 10 of last year because require- 
ments of the military and foreign 
claimants were greatly in excess of 
available supplies. 

Applications for export to Far East- 
ern destinations must be accompanied 
by copies of the sales contract, letter of 
credit, and evidence that the applicant 
has rice available to cover the sales 
contract, and the import license number 
where one is required. No priority will 
be given to the date of contract. 

Except for Indonesia, licensing to Far 
Eastern destinations against the second- 
quarter quota will start March 23. To 
insure consideration, fully documented 
applications should be received in OIT 
prior to that date. 

The Indonesian Government has pur- 
chased the total 100,000-bag allocation 
and has arranged for its immediate 
shipment. No further purchases are con- 
templated from the U. S. out of the 
1952-53 crop. Since Indonesia’s need for 
the rice is immediate, OIT will license 
the 100,000-bag allocation within a very 
short time. 


No Change for Cuba 


For Cuba and other destinations, 
there will be no change in the licensing 


procedures already in effect. (These 
procedures are outlined in Section 
373.41 of the Comprehensive Export 





Schedule.) Licensing to these areas will 
begin April 1, except in the case -of 
countries whose first-quarter allocations 
are exhausted before that date. In the 
latter instances, licensing will begin as 
soon as the first-quarter allocation is 
exhausted, 

Any unlicensed balances remaining in 
the first-quarter quota on March 31 
will be subject to reallocation by the 
Department of Agriculture. 

All licenses issued against the first- 


quarter quota will expire July 31, except 
for applications receiving Special han- 
dling, which will be valid for only 30 
days from the date of issuance. 


Adaditional details regarding OIT’s 
licensing procedure may ‘be obtained 
from Department of Commerce regional 
or district offices in San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Houston, New Orleans, and 
New York, 


A breakdown of the second-quarter 
quota, by countries (in 100-pound bags) 
follows: 


Allocation 


Agency or Country April-June 1958 


Department of Defense: 








Korean Supply Programs................... 400,000 
Korean Civilian Relief..................cccc00 400,000 
Belgium-Luxembourg 25,000 
GENO  anlensactescndaekciiicss MiksaeinslanBabdinen site 20,000 
Other European countries...................05 5,000 
I ci anes arias me 

Other Western Hemisphere 
EIR Se IPE IEE 65.000 
0 RETR ID, FEE ST 1,100,000 
ee ae ae 100,000 
Republic of Korea 340,000 
Middle-East areas. ........ccccccccccsressssossscesserses 45,000 
y REA is) oe 3,900,000 





per year ($4.50 to foreign addresses). 


payable to the Treasurer of the United States. 
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Foreign Commerce Weekly 
Subscription Form 


Please enter my subscription for the new Foreign Commerce Weekly at $3.50 


=” ear eee eS TOTO eoeceeece = 


Mail to the nearest U. $. Department of Commerce field office, or to the Superintendent of 


Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. Enclose check or money order 


Poe eR ee ee ee eeeeeeeeeeee 
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